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FESTIVE SAINTS 



SAINTS defender Calum Chambers reck¬ 
ons the club’s academy alumni can emu¬ 
late Manchester United’s Class of 92. 

It was reminiscent of the crop of Manchester 
United tyros that came through simultaneous¬ 
ly in the early Nineties when the 18 year-old 
found himself playing against Manchester City 
alongside three of his former Saints academy 
teammates a fortnight ago, writes SIMON 
WALTER. 

When Harrison Reed came on for his Premier 
League debut against the champions at St 
Mary’s, he joined Saints’ England Under-19 trio 
of Chambers, pictured left, Luke Shaw and 
James Ward-Prowse on the pitch. 

For Chambers, Shaw, Ward-Prowse and Reed, 
read the Neville brothers, David Beckham and 
Paul Scholes! 

“It was fantastic to look round and see four 
people I’ve played with from seven-years-old on 
the pitch with me at the same 
time,” said Chambers said. 

^ Jt “It’s what we dreamed of 
v v since we were young 
JB| \\ boys.” 

f \ Chambers is yet to see 

i ^ J The Class of 92, the 

jr recently-released film 

chronicling the rise of 
W fe. Beckham, Giggs et al, 

v; but recognises the simi- 

larities with Fergie’s 
Fledglings. 

“We try and see ourselves doing the same, 
that's our aim and ambition, to be the best we 
can,” he said. 

Maybe Saints’ prodigies will one day be known 
as Poch’s Pups. 

Full story - see pages 2/3 
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Saints Spotlight 



Tribute to 
BBC icon 
Colemen 



BILL BEAUMONT paid a warm 
tribute to Question of Sport col¬ 
league David Coleman follow¬ 
ing the popular broadcaster’s 
death. 

Coleman, the athletics and 
football commentator who also 
hosted the BBC’s primetime 
sport quiz show for 18 years, 
has died at the age of 87. 

Former England rugby union 
captain Beaumont was a team 
captain for 14 years on the BBC 
show after his playing career 
ended. 

Beaumont, now chairman of 
the Rugby Football Union, said 
in a statement: ‘’It’s a very sad 
day and this is very sad news. 
David was the doyen of sports 
broadcasters. 

‘’He had a magnificent voice, 
loved sport and had an incredi¬ 
ble depth of knowledge. He set 
the standards for others to fol¬ 
low. 

‘’I spent 14 years working with 
him on Question of Sport and 
knew him before then through 
Grandstand. We spent lots of 
time together over the years 
and he was a lovely man as 
well as a great family man.” 



COACH HOLIDAYS 


Daily Echo 


Great Value Coach Holidays 



Newmarket 

Holidays 



The Grand National 

The World’s Greatest Steeplechase! 

Departs 4 April 2014 

Experience the drama of The Crabbie’s Grand National - one of 
Britain’s most exciting sporting occasions, and truly a unique 
experience. With admission to the Steeplechase Enclosure 
included in the price, plus two nights’ accommodation, this 
holiday is a sure bet! 

Price includes • Return coach travel • Two nights’ bed and 
English breakfast in a good quality hotel in the North West area 
• Admission to the Steeplechase Enclosure at Aintree (Tattersalls 
Enclosure upgrade bookable at a supplement) • A short visit to 
Chester • The services of a Tour Manager 



Cheltenham Festival 

A winning break 

Departs 13 March 2014 

Experience the drama and excitement of the National Hunt’s 
Blue Riband event on this great-value break, which includes 
admission to the meeting on two days. Savour the excitement 
of some of the season’s best horse racing, the highlight of 
which is the Cheltenham Gold Cup. 

Price includes • Coach travel throughout • One night’s dinner, 
bed and English breakfast accommodation at a three-star hotel 
• Admission to the Best Mate Enclosure on the last two days of the 
Festival (upgrades available) • The services of a Newmarket Tour 
Manager 


(£) www.newmarket.travel/ncs © 0843 31 6 1124 quoting code NCS 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. 
Subject to availability. Single supplements apply. Calls cost 4p per minute. 


#A BTA 
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Saints Spotlight 




SAINTS defender Calum 
Chambers reckons the club’s 
academy alumni can emulate 
Manchester United’s Class of 
‘92. 

The 18 year-old admits it was “a 
dream come true” to be playing 
against Manchester City alongside 
three of his former Saints academy 
teammates a fortnight ago. 

When Harrison Reed came on for 
his Premier League debut against 
the champions at St Mary’s, he was 
playing alongside Saints’ England 
Under-19 trio of Chambers, Luke 
Shaw and James Ward-Prowse. 

It was reminiscent of the crop of 
Manchester United tyros that came 
through simultaneously in the 
early Nineties. 

Saints lost their answer 
to Ryan Giggs when 
Gareth Bale left for 
Spurs. But for 
Chambers, Shaw, 

Ward-Prowse and 
Reed, read the Neville 
brothers, David 

Beckham and Paul 
Scholes. 

“It was fantastic to look 
round and see four peo- 
pie I’ve played with from HARRISON REED 
seven-years-old on the 
pitch with me at the 
same time,” said Chambers 
said. 

“It’s what we dreamed 
of since we were young 
boys.” 

Chambers is yet to see 
The Class of 92, the 
recently-released film 
chronicling the rise of 
Beckham, Giggs et al, but 
recognises the similari¬ 
ties with Fergie’s 
Fledglings. 

“We try and see our¬ 
selves doing the same, 
that’s our aim and ambi¬ 
tion, to be the best we 
can,” he said. 

Maybe Saints’ prodi- 
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gies will one day be 
known as Poch’s Pups. 

Since making history 
with its quartet of 
Under-19s against City, 
the academy has also seen 
Sam Gallagher make his 
Premier League debut, 
the striker having come 
on as a late substitute at 
Newcastle last week. 

“The academy is such a good 
grounding, anyone coming through 
it is coached and educated well,” 
continued Chambers, the England 
U19 captain. 

“The club believes in the young 
players and thankfully they’ve given 
us opportunities. 

“I can’t thank the gaffer enough for 
giving me opportunities to play in 
the Premier League. 


“If I 

have questions I can ask him, he 
gives good advice and so do the expe¬ 
rienced players.” 

It has been well documented that 
Saints’ long-term ambition is to have 
half of the first team made up of 
homegrown players. 

“I think this is just the start, any¬ 
one coming through is taught the 
Southampton Way,” said Chambers, 
who was at St Mary’s to see the class 
of 2013/14 beat Pompey 7-0 in the FA 
Youth Cup recently. “We were all 
really impressed with how they 
dealt with the pressure of the 
game, it was a great result for 
the club,” he said. 

With Nathaniel Clyne 
50/50 for tomorrow’s game 
against Tottenham, 

I Chambers could make his 
seventh Premier League 
appearance, having 
returned to the starting 
line-up for the recent 1-1 
draws against City and 
Newcastle. 

“Playing in the Premier 
League for the club you’ve 
always wanted to play for 
betters everything you can 
think of,” he said. “It’s a 
dream come true, there’s 
no other way to describe 
it. 

“I’m really enjoying it 
and having good competi¬ 
tion [with Clyne] is great 
for both of us. It pushes us 
on and makes us both better 
players. He’s been really sup¬ 
portive whenever I’ve 
played, he’s a great role 
model for me.” 

Suffice to say, Chambers 
is a better player than he 
was before his debut at 
West Bromwich Albion on 
the opening day of the sea¬ 
son. “The step up from the 
Under-21s is massive, just 
playing with and against 
top-class players with so 
much experience has been a 
big learning curve for me,” 
said. 

Saints may be without a 
win in five games but 
Chambers also remains 
positive about their Champions 
League ambitions. “I think we’re 
good enough to do it, at our best 
we’re better than most teams in the 
Premier League,” he said, while 
recognising that manager-less Spurs 
cannot be underestimated. 

“They’re still quality players so it 
will still be a tough game for us. 
We’ll treat it like any other game. 
We’ll be focused, give 100 per cent 
and try and get three points.” 



BIG TIME: Calum 
Chambers, left, joins in 
the celebrations with 
Dejan Lbvren, centre, and 
Jose Font§ after a goal 
against Sunderland. 


No mercy 
from Suarez 

LUIS Suarez sent Liverpool top of the 
Barclays Premier League as he cele¬ 
brated his bumper new deal with two 
more goals to beat Cardiff. 

A day after signing a new long-term 
contract, reportedly worth £200,000 
a week, the Uruguayan took his tally 
to 19 goals in 12 league games this 
season to inspire the hosts to a 3-1 
win. 

Suarez volleyed his first past David 
Marshall in the 25th minute following 
an inviting Jordan Henderson cross 
and, after setting up Raheem Sterling 
for number two in the 42nd minute, 
he curled home a brilliant third on the 
stroke of half-time. 

It meant Suarez has now scored 10 
league goals in December alone, 
more than any player has ever man¬ 
aged in a single month. 

Cardiff, with manager Malky 
Mackay a dignified presence on the 
touchline throughout in what is 
expected to be his last game in 
charge, pulled one back early in the 
second half through Jordon Mutch. 

The win moved Liverpool, whose 
last league title came back in 1990, 
to the summit ahead of Arsenal, the 
Gunners taking on Chelsea on 
Monday. 

Manchester City went second as 
they recovered from throwing away a 

2- 0 half-time lead to win 4-2 at 
Fulham. Yaya Toure’s brilliant free- 
kick and a Vincent Kompany goal put 
City in command at the break. 

But Kieran Richardson 
pulled one back five 
minutes after the 
restart and a comi¬ 
cal Kompany own 
goal, slicing the 
ball over the head 
of keeper Joe Hart, 
made it 2-2. 

Jesus Navas 
spared his captain’s 
blushes with the third SUAREZ 
in the 78th minute 
before James Milner 
got the killer fourth. 

Manchester United claimed a 
fourth straight win in all competitions, 

3- 1 at home to struggling West Ham. 

Danny Welbeck scored the first, 

his third in three games, before 
teenager Adnan Januzaj added to his 
burgeoning reputation with the sec¬ 
ond before half-time, bamboozling 
James Collins with a neat turn before 
shooting into the far corner. 

Ashley Young made it three with a 
thumping right-foot finish from just 
inside the area, with Carlton Cole 
getting a consolation for the 
Hammers. 

West Brom, in their first match 
since the departure of coach Steve 
Clarke, snatched a 1 -1 draw at home 
to Hull. Jake Livermore’s first-half 
goal looked set to condemn the 
Baggies to another loss until substi¬ 
tute Matej Vydra levelled four min¬ 
utes from time. 

Newcastle continued their impres¬ 
sive campaign by winning 3-0 at 
Crystal Palace through Yohan 
Cabaye, a Danny Gabbidon own 
goal and a Hatem Ben Arfa penalty. 

Bottom side Sunderland were 
unable to take advantage of the 
defeats for their relegation rivals, 
though, as they were held to a 0-0 
home draw by Norwich. 

Peter Crouch scored a 70th- 
minute winner for Stoke at home to 
Aston Villa. Charlie Adam put them 
ahead but Libor Kozak levelled. 



SAINTS SEASON 2013/14 STATISTICS - SEE PAGE 12 
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Cherries 
grab away 
victory 

ANOTHER disciplined away 
performance saw Cherries seal 
a crucial 2-1 victory at Sheffield 
Wednesday thanks to goals 
from Matt Ritchie and Lewis 
Grabban. 

Much like their heroics at 
Reading a fortnight ago, Eddie 
Howe’s men were largely res¬ 
olute in defence with an inci¬ 
sive streak on the break. 

Ritchie’s low rocket - his third 
goal in five Championship 
starts - handed the visitors the 
initiative after 10 minutes 
before top scorer Grabban’s 
ninth of a prolific season so far 
gave Cherries a two-goal cush¬ 
ion at the break. 

Cherries were happy to stifle 
the game after the interval and 
did so without many moments 
of concern until Lee Camp 
punched Joe Mattock’s cross 
onto Charlie Daniels which ric¬ 
ocheted into the path of 
Jacques Maghoma to score. 

However, there was little in 
the way of late drama as the 
Owls, booed by their own fans 
at half-time and the end, failed 



LEWIS GRABBAN 


to find any kind of fluency as 
Cherries secured a maximum 
haul that moves them eight 
points clear of Wednesday in 
the relegation places. 

Despite being forced to soak 
up some early pressure, 
Cherries took the lead with a 
razor-sharp move in their first 
attack. 

Andrew Surman kept the ball 
in play on the right and rolled 
into the path of Ritchie’s dri¬ 
ving run from deep. The winger 
then powered inside and hit a 
fierce low shot to beat home 
keeper Damian Martinez at his 
near post from the edge of the 
area. 

Jermaine Johnson did his 
best to inject some urgency 
into the hosts but Cherries held 
firm and another penetrating 
phase of play quickly doubled 
their advantage. 

Ritchie’s clever touch fed 
Arter to play a sumptuous 
threaded ball down the right 
channel for Grabban to over¬ 
power his marker and rifle 
home at the near post on 27 
minutes. 

As Cherries gradually retreat¬ 
ed, Wednesday piled on the 
pressure without testing Camp 
before an error from the on- 
loan stopper gave the Owls 
their scarcely deserved lifeline 
with eight minutes left. 

Camp came for substitute 
Mattock’s deep cross from the 
left but the ball bounced off 
Daniels into the path of 
Maghoma on the line who sim¬ 
ply could not miss. 


Paine’s Worlc 


Tlie Saints legend’s (excltjsxveJ column on all tilings fool 
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IN THE end he stood, almost defiantly in 
the persistent rain, as all around him 
crumbled and the boos rang out. 
Managers had endured similar humilia¬ 
tions before, and will again, but few have 
done so as spectacularly as Andre Villas- 
Boas. 

Twenty-four hours later and the curtain had 
been drawn on his eventful 18 months in charge 
at White Hart Lane. 

The chance to right the wrongs was never 
afforded to him, as has become a trademark of 
the modern game. Daniel Levy’s patience had 
finally worn too thin, understandable considering 
the amount of money that had been poured into 
the club for new acquisitions following the depar¬ 
ture of Gareth Bale. 

Had he been afforded the time, there was very 
little he would have done differently, and herein 
lies his flaws. It is all well and good standing stead¬ 
fastly behind your beliefs, but when those beliefs 
hinder progression, they become a blueprint for 
failure rather than success. 

It’s difficult to say why Tottenham’s performances 
this season have been portrayed as a complete and 
utter failure, while last season AVB was being her¬ 
alded as a rising managerial star. 

STARK CONTRAST 

They currently sit five points from the Champions 
League qualification berths and are only a point 
worse off than they were at this time last season. 

It is the recession of their style though that lies in 
stark contrast to the at times thrilling football on 
show at White Hart Lane last term. 

Sure, it wasn’t the devil may care approach seen 
under Harry Redknapp, but with Gareth Bale’s 
sparkling performances, they were a team worth 
watching. Albeit thanks mainly to the 
Welshman. 

Of course Bale departed for greener pastures 
over the summer and Villas-Boas was tasked 
with overseeing a new, post-Bale era. The £100 
million spent on new signings was always going 
to ramp up the pressure, on both manager and 
players. 

They had sold Elvis to sign the Beatles, and AVB 
had to get them playing. It’s something that, at the 
time of his sacking, he had failed to do. 

While results on the field failed to go his way, 
Villas-Boas turned on the fans and the media, as he 
failed to play the PR game that may have given him 


_ 


more time in the role. 

Attacking the Spurs fans following their nar¬ 
row win over Hull instantly put him in a cor¬ 
ner, one that he was unable to fight his way out 
of. 

The subsequent heavy losses to West Ham, 
Man City and Liverpool gave the fans even 
more ammunition. Ammunition that they 
were willing to use thanks to his previous 
comments. 

While the results themselves were enough to 
endure the ire of the Spurs faithful, it was the 
style of play and the inability to alter things 
that became synonymous with his downfall. 
The defeat on Sunday at the hands of Liverpool 
and Luis Suarez came about on the back of some 
undoubted tactical flaws in Villas-Boas’ system. 

A ludicrously high defensive-line was exposed 
over and over, as it had been at the Etihad a num¬ 
ber of weeks back. 

WORSE THAN STOKE 

His insistence on inverted wingers did nothing to aid 
Roberto Soldado in the midst of his goal drought. And 
with full-backs playing as auxiliary wingers, the flaws 
were there for all to see. 

Seven goals in eight home matches, a record even worse 
than Stoke, and the writing was on the wall. For a young 
manager, still learning his trade, this was all new territo¬ 
ry. 

Interestingly, this was the first time in Villas-Boas’ 
career that he has been in charge of a team for a second 
year after only spending a solitary term in charge of 
Academica and Porto, before his sacking as Chelsea boss 
less than 12 months after his appointment. 

Those early career successes afforded him the chance to 
manage some of England’s finest clubs, opportunities 
that he has squandered with his inability to adapt. 

The man undoubtedly has some talent. Having saved 
Academica from relegation, he went on to lead Porto to 
the title, without losing a game. 

The Portuguese Cup and Europa League followed as his 
reputation grew. His failures at Chelsea were chalked up 
to a learning curve, but it seems that he has fallen back 
into his old ways. So while he sits plotting his next move 
as he receives the severance pay from his previous two 
roles, best he re-look his master plan. 

A trip across the English Channel seems on the cards, 
with PSG and AS Monaco having already sought out a 
meeting following his strides at Spurs last season. 

Villas-Boas is an eloquent and bold young manager, but 
without adding some tactical flexibility and some PR 
skills to his repertoire, he may never reach the heights 
that so many expect of him. 
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A fit Michael Carrick 
is the key to success 
at Manchester United 

IN THE last few years, Manchester United have 


had to journey through many waves of trans¬ 
formation. 

From the rise of Manchester City, to the evi¬ 
dent loss of Scholes, to the unexpected retire¬ 
ment of Sir Alex Ferguson, United have battled 
ferociously and though they have not yet 
played their finest, they have shown the foot¬ 
balling community their true mettle. 

The arrival of David Moyes, who brought 
along his own training staff from Everton, has 
exhibited the effects of having a new manager 
after more than a quarter of a century. 

Manchester United have suffered more than 
their fair share of early season jitters, but it 
seems like the squad are finally pulling 
through. 

The hangover Sir Alex has caused is quite 
evident, but with veterans like Ryan Giggs and 
Phil Neville on the coaching team, advice will 
never be difficult to come by for Moyes. 

But what has been difficult, is getting the 
team to gel. The chemistry between the play¬ 
ers is essentially what separates a good team, 
from a world class team, and unfortunately, 
that has been somewhat lacking this season. 

The last few months of United’s football has 
been marked by a lack of a concrete starting 
XI. After all, what can you expect when players 
like Wayne Rooney and Robin Van Persie, are 
fighting for the same spot? 

However, continuity in the team is integral to 
success, and this all-important continuity has 
been given to United through the unique foot¬ 
balling talents of Michael Carrick. 

Michael Carrick has evolved from a bit-part 
narrow minded midfielder, to one of the most 
influential players in world football, and has 
developed his technique to a stage where he is 
arguably the most versatile midfielder in 
English football at this point in time. 

His range of passing is immense, from short 
and agile taps, to 50-yard long balls over the 
defence, he has discovered how to make full 
use of his abilities. 

He has occupied nearly every position in 
central midfield for Manchester United, from 
defensive mid, tasked with protecting the back 
four, to attacking midfielder, skilfully linking the 
attack and the midfield. 

However, his favoured position puts him right 
at the centre of the park, from where he can 
successfully orchestrate all of the team’s for¬ 
ward forays, as well as control its defensive 
manoeuvres. 

He has earned the title of Manchester’s play- 
maker, and rightfully so. While his cross city 
counterpart David Silva undeniably has talent 
and skill by the bucket load, Carrick has 
proved his all-round capabilities time and time 
again. 

Silva may clinch the accolade of being the 
better attacker of the two, but the England 
international’s abilities are grossly underesti¬ 
mated in this category. 

Here’s some food for thought. In the last sea¬ 
son (2012-2013), Carrick had the most number 
of forward passes in Europe, out-passing mid- 
field maestros like Iniesta and Pirlo. And 
Carrick definitely outweighs Silva when it 
comes to defensive capabilities. The number 
of times when a promising attack by the oppo¬ 




sition has been thwarted by a well-timed tackle 
or a solid block from Carrick is incalculable. 

And so, we realise how integral Michael 
Carrick truly is to the English champions. 

Nearly every game he plays, he delivers pass¬ 
es inch-perfectly, sends penetrating through 
balls to the forwards, and makes important 
clearances. 

It is only when he lacks his composure that 
United seems lacklustre. The Liverpool-United 
game early on this season at Anfield saw a 
tense game played out, by a United team lack¬ 
ing penetration, and a Liverpool side content 
to defend. It proved to be one of those rare 
occasions when Carrick had a bad day in the 
office. 

Of course, his month-long absence from the 
playing field has only hit United harder, be able 
to make up for Carrick’s absence. 

In fact prior to last weekend’s demolition of 
Aston Villa, United’s last victory came at Old 
Trafford against league leaders Arsenal, coinci- 
dently also the last game Carrick featured in. 

It’s obvious - his presence and performance 
directly influences United’s. 

Much like the way that a pizza is pointless 
without the perfect base, the success of a 
football team relies heavily on the abilities of its 
prime playmaker. And that, is the importance 
that Carrick holds. He is the glue that holds the 
team together. He is responsible for nearly all 
of United’s attacking successes, as well as for 
their stoic defence. 

Should David Moyes have any realistic hopes 
of retaining their title in May, he will know that 
he has to keep Michael Carrick fit. 


Why Saints 
are on level 
playing field 
with Spurs ... 


AND this this is Christmas, so what have 
you done? Another year over and a new one 
just begun. 

Yes, it’s time to think of the poor and the 
disadvantaged... but enough of Portsmouth, 
let’s talk about Saints. 

At this time, you traditionally look back 
over the year and either count your bless¬ 
ings or look to the new year for inspiration 
and hope. 

Saints fans will no doubt be looking back 
with a sense of real satisfaction and 
achievement. 

2013 has been an extraordinary year, even 
by our ever-improving standards. 

It’s seen Saints go from perennial Premier 
League strugglers to being a team that can 
genuinely punch above its perceived weight 
and realistically challenge for silverware. 

It’s ironic that we face Tottenham on 
Sunday as, for me personally, Tottenham 
are the yardstick I always use to measure 
our success. 

Spurs are a club that most people view as 
being a big club. 

Situated in the capital, they’re usually 
top eight, stand a decent chance in 
most competitions and, especially 
now, have money aplenty. 

I’m forever reminded by my Spurs 
supporting friends of how big a club 
Spurs are and how small and 
parochial we are. 

So are Spurs what we should 
be aiming for? 

EXPECTATIONS 

Well, if spending a lot of 
money and winning one 
trophy, the League Cup, in 
15 years is what we’re aim¬ 
ing for, then perhaps we 
should actually aim a bit 
higher. 

I’m a simple man, of simple 
means and simple desires. 

I have no delusions of 
grandeur when it comes to my 
club. 

I follow my local team, 
through thick and thin, good 
times and bad. 

I have no expectations of 
them other than they work 
hard, play the game the way 
it should be and play it fair. 

I’ve heard some ridiculous 
accusations this season that 
Saints fan are arrogant and 
believe we’re destined for the 
Champions League. 

Anyone with half a brain would 
tell you that Saints fans are just 
enjoying the ride and any banter 
about Europe is just that - banter. 

If any set of fans had earned the 
right to enjoy this moment then it 
is Saints fans. 

Two relegations in five, -10 points 
in League One, Southampton FC is 
lucky to still be in business. 

And, with this in mind, it’s perfect¬ 
ly reasonable for us to enjoy every 
single moment of it. 

As for Spurs, quite how Tottenham 
fans feel superior is beyond me. 

So often they mock us for aiming 
for a top-ten finish and yet that is 
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all they ever achieve. 

One League Cup win in 15 years is pitiful. 
They mock Arsenal for their lack of silver¬ 
ware over the last ten years, which is 
rather like me criticising someone for a 
lack of hair. 

A club that’s won one small trophy in 15 
years berating a club that is head and 
shoulders above them in terms of success 
and, indeed, class. 

I can think of nothing I’d like more than 
giving Spurs a good spanking. 

Beat them, and do it in style and Saints 
fans can give serious thought to becoming a 
top-six side. 

As it stands, Villas Boas can feel genuine¬ 
ly aggrieved that after not being allowed to 
spend the Bale money the way he wanted 
to, he was not allowed enough time to let 
what was effectively a whole new team time 
to gel. 

That said, it takes some special talent 
to sell one player for close to £100 mil¬ 
lion and actually not be better off. 

The removal of Villas-Boas has led 
to the inevitable “Mauricio Pochettino 
to Tottenham” rumours. 

^ It brings back memories of the 
^ dark old days when a cub like 
Tottenham thought they 
could just swoop in, flash 
their London postcode and 
walk off with whatever 
they wanted. 

If you take the likes of 
/ J / Manchester United, 
fj Manchester City, Chelsea, 
hell even Liverpool, are all 
genuine title contenders. 
From there on down, there 
are about 10 teams that have 
genuine aspirations for the 
scraps from the big table. 

ENJOY 

Saints and Spurs are pretty 
much on a level playing field 
these days, so quite why 
Mauricio Pochettino would 
contemplate what could best 
be described as a step to the 
side is beyond me. 

In closing, just in case you 
hadn’t realised it, this whole 
article was written tongue in 
cheek, with one thing in mind... 
To wind up Tottenham fans. 

By the time, dear reader, you 
read this we may be the wrong 
end of a hiding and this whole 
article might look rather foolish. 

I’d counter that with the argu¬ 
ment that fans of a club that are 
the very definition of “Delusions of 
grandeur” really shouldn’t place 
too much importance on beating 
fiddle ol’ Southampton. 

Enjoy your Christmas, unless 
you’re a Pompey fan of course ... 

GOING NOWHERE: Pochettino, 
left, in Spurs move doesn’t make 
sense. 
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“We had them on the ropes and we 
didn't finish the job” - England bowl¬ 
ing coach David Saker laments a 
frustrating first day in the third 
Ashes Test, when Australia rallied 
from 143 for five to 326 for six. 

“He's got a wee sore paw, so he went 
away and licked it for the last couple of 
days like a wee puppy and got better” 

- St Mirren manager Danny Lennon 
describes playmaker Paul 
McGowan's return to fitness after 
fears he had broken his toe in the 3- 
0 William Hill Scottish Cup win over 
Queen of the South. 

“We can win 20 games now and 
somebody will go down, but I suppose 
from that team, nobody will die. 
Sometimes we think if it's us, we are 
going to die, but that's the way we are. 
We need to control the emotions, be 
realistic and accept the challenge, but 
at the same time not go over the line 
because if not, somebody will die, will 
have a heart attack and it will be a 
shame” - Manager Gus Poyet admit¬ 
ted he is not enjoying life at 
Sunderland. 


“I have only found Sir Alex really helpful 
for me. If I have needed any advice I 
can pick up the phone to him. I will 
have a call maybe once every two or 
three weeks and he has been very 
good. I have no problem with Sir Alex 
whatsoever” - Manchester United 
manager David Moyes talking about 
his relationship with his predecessor 
Sir Alex Ferguson. 

“We have to work harder and hope we 
get a lucky break or that somebody 
does something fantastic. There is no 
magic formula or wand” - Steve 
Clarke just before West Brom 
sacked him. 

“I have to get down to work, that's the 
only thing I can focus on. The call to 
make that decision is not mine, 
because obviously I won't resign and 
I'm not a quitter” - Andre Villas-Boas 
remained defiant after his 
Tottenham side were beaten 5-0 by 
Liverpool on Sunday. 

“The club can announce that agree¬ 
ment has been reached with Head 
Coach, Andre Villas-Boas, for the ter¬ 
mination of his services. The decision 
was by mutual consent and in the 
interests of all parties” - Tottenham 
take the initiative from Villas-Boas by 
sacking him the following day. 


Saints Spotlight 


FESTIVE CHEERS 


December 25 1946 
Barnsley 4 Saints 4 

Saints led 4-2 with 12 minutes left 
at Oakwell thanks to goals from 
Tom Lewis (2), Bill Stroud and Billy 
Bevis. 

December 28 1946 
Saints 5 Newport County 1 

Lewis was on target within six 
minutes for a Saints side playing 
their third game in four days - won¬ 
der what today’s Premier League 
managers would make of that! 

Jack Bradley (2), Bill Stroud and 
Billy Bevis helped Saints into a 5-0 
lead against the team that finished 
the season bottom of Division 2. 

December 25 1951 
Brentford 1 Saints 2 

Walter Judd and Frank Dudley, 
the latter with a 75th minute win¬ 
ner, scored as Saints recovered 
from falling behind at Griffin Park. 

December 26 1951 
Saints 2 Brentford 1 

The very next day, the same thing 
happened. 

Brentford took an early lead but 
Eric Day levelled and Walter Judd 
struck an 80th minute winner. 

December 27 1952 
Saints 5 Fulham 3 

Fulham arrived at The Dell man¬ 
aged by ex-Saints boss Bill Dodgin 
and with ex-Saints keeper Ian 
Brown in goal. 

Also in the Cottagers team was 
Jimmy Hill, later to find fame as 
Coventry’s chairman and tv pun¬ 
dit. 

Frank Dudley cracked a hat-trick 
as Saints recovered from falling a 
goal down inside four minutes 

Johnny Walker and Roy Williams 
also scored for Saints, who had 
drawn 1-1 at Craven Cottage 24 
hours earlier. 

December 24 1955 
Saints 4 QPR 0 

Eric Day and Tommy Mulgrew 
both scored twice in a rare 
Christmas Eve game. 

December 27 1955 
Saints 6 Torquay 2 

Three days later Saints caned 
Torquay, making up for their 3-2 
loss in south Devon the day before. 

There were six different scorers - 
Tommy Traynor, Tommy 
Mulgrew, Bob McLaughlin, Johnny 
Walker, John Flood and John 
Hoskins. 

December 26 1956 
Saints 4 Reading 1 

Derek Reeves nets twice on his 
way to a seasonal haul of 19 
Division 3 South goals. 

Jimmy Shields, who ends with 18 
goals, and John Flood also score. 

December 25 1957 
Aldershot 1 Saints 5 

Derek Reeves again nets twice as 
Saints romp to a Hampshire derby 
success at The Recreation Ground. 


Tommy Mulgrew, Terry Paine 
and Don Roper also score. 

The two teams drew 2-2 at The 
Dell 24 hours later. 

December 26 1960 
Saints 4 Bristol Rovers 2 

Saints hit back from conceding in 
the third minute to win with goals 
from Derek Reeves - who again 
scores twice - George O’Brien and 
John Page. 

December 26,1964 

Saints 5 Plymouth 0 

George O’Brien fired his second 
hat-trick of the season. 

Ken Wimshurst and Martin 
Chivers were also on target. 

December 27 1965 

Cardiff 3 Saints 5 

Martin Chivers bags a hat-trick in 
a Ninian Park goal-fest. 

Terry Paine adds the other two 


goals. 

January 1 1966 
Saints 5 Bolton 1 

Less than a week later, Chivers 
scores twice as Saints hit five for 
the second Division 2 running. 

Norman Dean put Saints on their 
way with two goals inside the first 
24 minutes before Chivers struck 
his first on 28 minutes. 

John Sydenham made it 4-0 just 
before half-time. 

December 26 1974 
Portsmouth 1 Saints 2 

Goals from Peter Osgood and 
David Peach gave Saints a Boxing 
Day derby triumph at Fratton 
Park. 

December 26 1975 
Saints 3 Bristol Rovers 0 

Goals from Nick Holmes, Bobby 
Stokes and Mick Channon gave 


Saints a comfortable victory. 

December 27 1975 

Oxford 1 Saints 2 

The very next day Stokes and 
Channon were on target again in a 
win at Oxford’s Manor Ground. 

December 26 1977 

Saints 3 Cardiff 1 

Ted MacDougall put the hosts 
ahead inside the first minute. Phil 
Boyer and Alan Ball add further 
goals. 

December 27 1977 

Charlton 1 Saints 3 

Three more goals for Saints the 
next day at The Valley courtesy of 
the three same scorers as on 
Boxing Day - Ball, Boyer and 
MacDougall. 

December 26 1980 
Tottenham 4 Saints 4 


SAINTS BIG MATCH ANALYSIS IN MONDAY'S DAILY ECHO 




GUS POYET 




ANDRE VILLAS-BOAS 
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OVER WE YEARS 



FESTIVE CHEER: Alex Chamberlain, left, and Radhi Jaidi. 
above, score in the 4-1 caning of promotion rivals 
Huddersfield at St Mary’s three years ago. 


GOAL: Rickie Lambert, left, scores against Huddersfield in 2010. Alex Chamberlain, above right, 
is congratulated by Dean Hammond after scoring in the same game. 


With Saints having beaten Palace 
4-2 at The Dell five days before 
Christmas, this thriller at White 
Hart Lane made it 14 goals in two 
games in seven days. 

Saints twice came from two goals 


down to salvage a point. 

Steve Archibald and Gary Brooke 
put the hosts in control in the first 
20 minutes. 

Saints hit back to level through 
Graham Baker and Charlie George. 


Brooke again and Garth Crooks 
struck to restore Spurs’ two-goal 
advantage with 19 minutes left. 

Steve Moran reduced the arrears 
before the same player then 
grabbed an 87th minute equaliser. 


December 27 1980 
Saints 4 Leicester 0 

Lawrie McMenemy’s Saints made 
it 12 league goals in three games in 
the space of eight crazy days. 

Amazingly, all Saints’ goals came 
inside the first 28 minutes. 

Kevin Keegan opened the scoring 
on seven minutes with Graham 
Baker (penalty), Charlie George 
and Steve Moran on target. 

December 28 1981 
Saints 3 Swansea 1 

David Armstrong put Saints 
ahead after three minutes against a 
Swans side who arrived at The Dell 
top of the old First Division,. 

Ante Rajkovic levels shortly after, 
but Saints win thanks to a second 
half brace from Kevin Keegan 
against the side managed by his for¬ 
mer Liverpool strike partner John 
Toshack. 


December 29 1990 
Saints 3 Tottenham 0 

Matt Le Tissier scores twice in a 
resounding post-Christmas win for 
Saints. Rod Wallace also scores. 

December 26 1991 
Leeds 3 Saints 3 

Saints end up with a point in a 
game in which they trailed 2-0 after 
29 minutes to a Steve Hodge double 
strike. 

Iain Dowie reduced the arrears 
shortly into the second half before 
Gary Speed made it 3-1 17 minutes 
from time. 

Alan Shearer put Saints back into 
it on 79 minutes before Dowie fired 
in a last minute leveller against a 
Leeds side that would be crowned 
champions. 

December 27,1993 

Saints 3 Chelsea 1 

Frankie Bennett scored his only 
Premier League goal for Saints to 
seal an impressive victory. 

Tommy Widdrington opened the 
scoring before Mark Stein levelled 
for the Blues. 

Iain Dowie put Saints ahead again 
before Bennett’s moment of glory. 

December 28 2010 
Saints 4 Huddersfield 1 

Saints turned on the style against 
one of their promotion rivals after 
falling behind early at St Mary’s. 

Rickie Lambert levelled and Alex 
Chamberlain fired Saints in front 
before further goals arrived from 
Radhi Jaidi and Richard Chaplow. 

Huddersfield, remarkably, did not 
lose a league game between that 
loss and the end of the season. 

January 1 2011 
Saints 4 Exeter City 0 

Guly do Prado scored the first two 
goals as Saints netted four times 
again a few days later against ex- 
Saint Paul Tisdale’s Grecians. 

Adam Lallana and Lee Barnard 
sealed the victory with late strikes. 


SAINTS LEGEND TERKV PAINE’S COLUMN - SEE PAGES 4/5 


“There are a few cracks on the wicket 
but apart from that it's a good surface. 
A bit of luck our way and you never 
know” - Ian Bell refused to write off 
England's chances of drawing the 
third Test in Perth at the end of day 
four. 

“We've been outskilled in all aspects. 
It's hard to say that as a player but 
that's the honest truth” - Alastair 
Cook after England surrendered the 
Ashes by losing in Perth. 

“We've got two Test matches left in 
the series and I am absolutely hungry 
to do well in those games. That is as 
far as I'm looking at the minute” - 

England coach Andy Flower 
addresses his future. 

“We brought it home” - Australia cap¬ 
tain Michael Clarke after his side 
returned the urn. 

“It's a bull**** story and nothing else” - 

former UCI president Hein 
Verbruggen on Lance Armstrong's 
claim that he helped the American 
cover up a positive dope test. 



TIM SHERWOOD 


“I'm not used to sleeping two hours a 
night and waking up thinking about 
footballers. Someone asked me the 
other day, I said I slept like a baby, I 
woke up crying four times in the night" 
- Tim Sherwood on being in charge 
of Tottenham. 

“Never have I ever had the slightest 
thought about possibly fixing a game. 

If something was proven I would be 
willing to go out into the street and, I 
know this is a strong thing to say, I 
would kill myself” - former Italy mid¬ 
fielder Gennaro Gattuso following 
accusations of his alleged involve¬ 
ment in match-fixing. 

“Rather have been there than being 
a*** raped in Perth!” Graeme Swann 
hits the headlines with this response 
to a message on Facebook from 
brother Alec. 

“Sorry to anyone who was offended 
by my comments in the papers today. 
Crass and thoughtless of me in the 
extreme” - Swann apologises. 

“It was a piece of humour. That’s me. 

If you want a straight-laced suit, you 
can have a straight-laced suit. Or you 
can have someone like me. It was an 
instant reaction” - FA chairman Greg 
Dyke defends the cut-throat gesture 
he made at the World Cup draw 
after England were placed alongside 
Italy, Uruguay and Costa Rica. 



GREG DYKE 
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GOALS: James Beattie and Chris Marsden, left, after the former’s winner in December 2001. Above: Rodriguez replies in 2012. 

A CLASH WITH 


SPURS are this weekend’s visi¬ 
tors to St Mary’s. Here, the 
Sports Pink recalls all their 
previous top flight encounters 
at Saints. 

April 22 1967 
Saints 0 Spurs 1 

Alan Gilzean’s 38th minute header 
settled a dull contest in front of 
Saints’ biggest Dell attendance of the 
season - 30,285. 

November 11,1967 
Saints 1 Spurs 2 

For the second season running, 
Spurs attract Saints’ highest home 
crowd of the campaign - 29,902. 

And for the second season run¬ 
ning, the visitors triumph. 

Jimmy Robertson and Alan 
Gilzean score for the FA Cup hold¬ 
ers, with Martin Chivers replying. 

Spurs buy Chivers two months 
later. 

November 23,1968 
Saints 2 Spurs 1 

Jimmy Greaves fired Spurs into an 
early lead, but Saints hit back 
through a Ron Davies brace. 

October 4,1969 
Saints 2 Spurs 2 

Alan Gilzean was on target for 
Spurs again in the 24th minute, 
Jimmy Gabriel levelling shortly into 
the second half. 

Bobby Stokes put the hosts ahead 
before Jimmy Greaves equalised. 

August 25,1970 
Saints 0 Spurs 0 

April 22,1972 
Saints 0 Spurs 0 

Paul Bennett made his Saints 
debut in a second successive goalless 
stalemate. 

December 2,1972 
Saints 1 Spurs 1 

Martin Chivers scores on his Dell 
return, with his former strike part¬ 
ner Mick Channon levelling. 

November 17,1973 
Saints 1 Spurs 1 

Remarkably, the same men scored 
in the same result the following sea¬ 
son, and in the same order. 

Martin Chivers fired the visitors 
ahead, with Channon levelling - this 
time from a penalty. 

April 16,1979 
Saints 3 Spurs 3 

Saints squander a 3-0 lead on the 
day that World Cup winner Alan 
Ball records his 600th league appear¬ 
ance. 

David Peach, Ball and Phil Boyer 
put Saints in control after 40 min¬ 
utes. 

Peter Taylor pulled one back on 
the hour before Chris Jones and 
John Pratt struck to give Spurs a 
point. 

August 15,1979 
Saints 5 Spurs 2 

Saints stormed back to win after 
trailing 1-0 at half-time to a goal 
from future boss Glenn Hoddle. 

Phil Boyer levelled shortly into the 
second half before Chris Jones 
thrust Spurs back in front. 

Saints then cracked four goals in a 
stunning 14-minute spell. 

Nick Holmes levelled before 


Graham Baker, Mick Channon and 
Holmes again piled the agony on 
Hoddle and co. 

April 20,1981 
Saints 1 Spurs 1 

Paul Miller grabbed an 83rd 
minute leveller for Spurs after Mick 
Channon had opened the scoring in 
a game which lacked the sparkle of 
the 4-4 draw at White Hart Lane on 
Boxing Day. 

October 31,1981 
Saints 1 Spurs 2 

Pat Corbett celebrated his first 
start for Spurs by scoring a last 
minute winner - which was to prove 


his only first team goal for the club. 

Ex-Saints trainee Graham Roberts 
put the visitors ahead before Steve 
Moran levelled. 

May 5,1983 
Saints 1 Spurs 2 

For the second season running, 
Spurs grabbed a late win at The Dell 
- Gary Mabbutt plundering an 88th 
minute winner. 

Alan Brazil had opened the scoring 
with David Armstrong levelling. 

May 7,1984 
Saints 5 Spurs 0 

Spurs were to be fined £7,500 for 
fielding a weakened side in a game 


which took place two days before the 
first leg of the European Cup 
Winners Cup final. 

David Puckett opened the scoring 
before braces from Danny Wallace 
and David Armstrong took Saints’ 
Dell goal tally to 13 in two games - 
Saints having caned Coventry 8-2 in 
their previous home outing. 

October 6,1984 
Saints 1 Spurs 0 

Steve Moran scored the only goal 
after half an hour. 

November 2,1985 
Saints 1 Spurs 0 

David Puckett - still going strong 


in the Wessex League with Totton & 
Eling - is the match-winner this 
time, scoring on 67 minutes. 

September 2,1986 
Saints 2 Spurs 0 

After scoring a hat-trick against 
QPR on his Dell debut for Saints, 
Colin Clarke takes just three min¬ 
utes to net in his second home out¬ 
ing. Danny Wallace wraps it up ten 
minutes from time. 

December 26,1987 
Saints 2 Spurs 1 

Kevin Moore opened the scoring 
after 25 minutes with Colin Clarke 
adding a second five minutes later. 



SAINTS v SPURS MATCH UPDATES AT daUyecho.co.uk 
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WINNER: Rory Delap, above, scores in March 2004. 
WINNER: Nigel Quashie, right, scores in March 2005. 


HISTORY 


Chris Fairclough replies in the 
76th minute. 

February 2,1989 
Saints 0 Spurs 2 

Chris Waddle’s goal give Spurs a 
half-time lead, with Nayim adding a 
late second. 

November 4,1989 
Saints 1 Spurs 1 

Paul Gascoigne gives Spurs the 
lead before Glenn Cockerill’s second 
half leveller. Spurs end with ten men 
as Steve Sedgeley is sent off. 

December 29,1990 
Saints 3 Spurs 0 

Matt Le Tissier scores once in each 


half and Danny Wallace is also on 
target. 

August 17,1990 
Saints 2 Spurs 3 

Alan Shearer scores the first top 
flight goal of the new season after 
two minutes. 

The visitors hit back to lead 3-1 
with Gary Lineker (2) and Gordon 
Durie on target. 

Richard Hall celebrates his first 
start for Saints by netting a late con¬ 
solation. 

August 15,1992 
Saints 0 Spurs 0 

Ian Branfoot gives debuts to two 


new strikers, David Speedie and 
Kerry Dixon, on the opening day 
of the first ever Premier League 4^ 
season. 

A 

November 6,1993 
Saints 1 Spurs 0 

Neil Maddison scores the 
only goal on the hour mark. 

April 2,1995 
Saints 4 Spurs 3 

Neil Heaney opened the scoring 
for Saints, with Teddy Sheringham 
levelling. 

Ronnie Rosenthal put Spurs in 
front before a Matt Le Tissier brace 
swung the game back in the hosts’ 



favour again. 

Sheringham made it 3-3 before Jim 
Magilton netted what proved to be 
the winner on 62 minutes. 

December 26,1995 
Saints 0 Spurs 0 

September 14,1996 
Saints 0 Spurs 1 

Chris Armstrong scores a second 
half winner from the penalty spot 
after a handball from Alan Nielsen 

October 25,1997 
Saints 3 Spurs 2 

Saints win after twice falling 
behind. 

Jose Dominguez gave Spurs the 
lead before a Sol Campbell own goal 
levelled matters. David Ginola fired 
Spurs back in front before David 
Hirst equalised. Hirst then grabbed 
an 80th minute winner. 

September 19,1998 
Saints 1 Spurs 1 

Ruel Fox put Spurs ahead with 
Matt Le Tissier levelling in the sec¬ 
ond period. 

November 20,1999 
Saints 0 Spurs 1 

Oyvind Leonhardsen bagged the 
only goal after just eight minutes on 
what was Jo Tessem’s debut for 
Saints. 

Tessem’s fellow Norwegian, Claus 
Lundekvam, was sent off in the last 
minute. 

December 27, 2000 
Saints 2 Spurs 0 

Glenn Hoddle’s Saints won against 
his former club with first-half goals 
from James Beattie and Kevin 
Davies. 

December 26, 2001 
Saints 1 Spurs 0 

A then St Mary’s record crowd of 
31,719 pack into the stadium to see 
James Beattie grab the only goal ten 
minutes into the second half. 

That made it a losing return to 
Saints for Spurs boss Glenn Hoddle. 

January 1, 2003 
Saints 1 Spurs 0 

James Beattie netted the winner 
again on another poor day for 
Hoddle, whose team were then 
caned 4-0 at the same venue in an FA 
Cup tie a few days later. 

March 27, 2004 
Saints 1 Spurs 0 

Rory Delap scored the only goal 
after 64 minutes, acrobatically net¬ 
ting in what was Paul Sturrock’s sec¬ 
ond home game in charge. 

March 4, 2005 
Saints 1 Spurs 0 

Nigel Quashie scored his first 
goal since a £2m switch from 
Portsmouth. That made it six 
successive league and cup 
home wins against Spurs 
without a goal being conced¬ 
ed. 

October 28, 2012 
Saints 1 Spurs 2 

Ex-Saint Gareth Bale, 
almost inevitably, put 
Spurs ahead on his first 
return to St Mary’s. 

Clint Dempsey made it 
2-0 before Jay Rodriguez 
reduced the arrears. 


TODAY’S PREMIER LEAGUE RESULTS - SEE BACK PAGE 
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MARK HUGHES 



ROY KEANE 



SACK WE BOSS 


Simon Garter 

simon.carter@dailyecho.co.uk 

SPORTS EDITOR 


RECENT history shows that 
Spurs and West Bromwich 
Albion may have been a bit 
hasty to sack their managers. 

Andre Villas-Boas was dismissed 
by Spurs despite them being sev¬ 
enth in the Premier League, 
through to the quarter finals of the 
League Cup, and having won their 
Europa League qualifying group 
with a 100 per cent record. 

Steve Clarke was sacked by West 
Brom after just four successive 
defeats, and only weeks after lead¬ 
ing the Baggies to victory at Old 
Trafford and coming within a con¬ 
troversial injury time penalty of 
winning at Stamford Bridge. 

Only last season Clarke led West 
Brom to their highest ever Premier 
League finish, eighth. 

But he paid the price for winning 
just seven times in 34 league games 
in 2013 - one of which was a 3-0 suc¬ 
cess at St Mary’s last April when 
Saints had Gaston Ramirez and 
Danny Fox sent off. 

Already this season, four Premier 
League bosses have been sacked - 
Paolo Di Canio and Martin Jol the 
other two to go. 

In addition, Ian Holloway parted 
company with Crystal Palace by 
mutual consent. 

This season’s events represent a 
big leap from the last four seasons 
when clubs seemed to be prepared 
to play a slightly longer game. 

By the end of December 2012 only 
two managers had gone - Mark 
Hughes at QPR and Roberto Di 
Matteo at Chelsea. 

The year before, Steve Bruce’s 
departure from Sunderland was 
the only casualty at Christmas. 

You have to go back to 2008 to find 
a more ruthless start to a Premier 
League season. 

In that year, six managers were 
gone before January arrived - 
though only four were sacked, Alan 
Curbishley and Kevin Keegan 
choosing to leave West Ham and 
Newcastle respectively. 

The record for the first five 
months of the season is seven and 
that has happened twice - in 2007 
and 2004. 

In the latter year, Saints were 
responsible for two of the seven 
changes - Paul Sturrock and Steve 
Wigley both departing by early 
December. 

Sports Pink research shows that 
of the 19 Premier League clubs who 
have sacked their manager during 
a season since the start of 2008/09, 
less than half - nine - have finished 
in a higher position than when they 
made the change. 

Of those, Spurs managed the 
biggest rise of 12 places after sack¬ 
ing Juande Ramos in October 2008. 


CHANGING FACES 
OF THE PREMIER 
LEAGUE: Mauricio 
Pochettino with 
Andre Villas-Boas 
and Steve Clarke, 
below, the two top 
flight bosses sacked 
earlier this week. 


2008/09 

All four clubs who sacked their 
manager saw their league position 
improve. 

Juande Ramos (Tottenham, Oct 25) 

The biggest improvement of any 
Premier League club in the last five 
years after sacking a manager. 

Ramos was dismissed after pick¬ 
ing up just two points from his first 
eight league games. 

He wasn’t the first manager to 
leave a Premier League club that 
season, though, with Alan 


Curbishley and Kevin Keegan hav¬ 
ing quit West Ham and Newcastle 
respectively. 

Harry Redknapp quit Portsmouth 
to take over at White Hart Lane 
with Tottenham rock bottom. 

Redknapp oversaw a rise of 12 
places to eighth, and then qualified 
them for the Champions League 12 
months later. 

Roy Keane (Sunderland, Dec 4) 

Sunderland were third bottom, 
though level on points with 
Newcastle and Tottenham, when 
Keane was sacked. 


Ricky Sbragia was a low profile 
replacement, though he did the job 
he was asked to do and guided the 
Black Cats to a 16th place finish. 

Paul Ince (Blackburn, Dec 16) 

Another change which worked 
well. 

Ince’s first ever Premier League 
management job had turned into a 
bit of a nightmare with Blackburn 
second bottom when he was dis¬ 
missed. 

Appointing Sam Allardyce 
proved inspired, as Rovers jumped 
four places to finish 15th. 


SATURDAY’S PREMIER LEAGUE RESULTS ARE ALL ON PAGE 48 
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Tony Adams (Portsmouth, Feb 9) 

Adams lasted barely a few months 
in charge at Fratton Park after 
replacing Harry Redknapp. He was 
booted out with Pompey fifth bot¬ 
tom, one point off the drop zone. 

Replacement Paul Hart oversaw a 
rise of two places to 14th, Pompey 
ending a comfortable seven points 
clear of the drop. 

2009/10 

Only one of the three clubs who 
sacked their manager finished in a 
higher position. 


In addition, Owen Coyle left 
Burnley when they were 14th in the 
Premier League, only for replace¬ 
ment Brian Laws to oversee a drop 
of four places and relegation. 

Paul Hart (Portsmouth, Nov 24) 

Pompey had only picked up seven 
points from their first 13 games and 
were bottom of the league when 
Hart was relieved of his Fratton 
Park duties. 

Successor Avram Grant led 
Pompey to the FA Cup final, but 
could not take the club off the bot¬ 
tom of the table - though a nine- 


point deduction for entering 
administration did not help mat¬ 
ters at all. 

Mark Hughes (Man City, Dec 19) 

City were lying sixth, six points 
off fourth placed Aston Villa, when 
Hughes was unsurprisingly sacked. 

Apppointing Roberto Mancini 
had the desired effect in time, 
though City could still only finish 
fifth in 2009/10 - finishing three 
points off the top four. 

City would have qualified for the 
Champions League had they beaten 
Tottenham in their penultimate 


game; but they lost 1-0 at home. 

Phil Brown (Hull City, March 15) 

The Tigers were second bottom, 
three points off safety and with a 
worse goal difference, when Brown 
was dismissed. 

Ex-Saints striker Iain Dowie was 
something of a surprise successor, 
and he was unable to stop Hull fin¬ 
ishing in the same position as they 
were when he took over - but this 
time five points from safety. 

2010/11 

A 50 per cent success rate for 
clubs sacking their manager and 
finishing in a higher position.In 
fact, only one of the four clubs - 
Blackburn - finished in a lower 
position than at the time of sacking 
their boss. 

Chris Hughton (Newcastle, Dec 6) 

Sacked with Newcastle 12th in 
their first season back in the top 
flight after Hughton had led them 
to the Championship title at the 
first attempt in 2009/10. 

Ex-Saint Alan Pardew was the 
surprise appointment as successor 
to Hughton, and oversaw the Toon 
Army finishing in the same place as 
they were when he arrived. 

Sam Allardyce (Blackburn, 

December 13) 

A managerial change which did¬ 
n’t work out. Rovers were 13th 
when Big Sam was dismissed, and 
they finished the season two places 
lower under Steve Kean. 

Under Kean, Rovers went down a 
year later. 

Roy Hodgson (Liverpool, Jan 8) 

Hodgson was sacked by Liverpool 
with the Reds down in 12th place 
after 20 games and only seven wins. 

The returning messiah, Kenny 
Dalglish, oversaw a big improve¬ 
ment on his return to the Anfield 
hot-seat after an absence of almost 
20 years, finishing sixth. 

Roberto Di Matteo (West Brom, Feb 6) 

Sacked by the Baggies, Di Matteo 
ended the season by leading 
Chelsea to the Champions League 
silverware. 

But West Brom were lying in 17th 
place - level on points with third 
bottom Wigan - when he left The 
Hawthorns. 

Despite his torrid time at Anfield, 
Roy Hodgson was quickly appoint¬ 
ed in Di Matteo’s place. 

Hodgson had a better time of it at 
West Brom, overseeing an 
improvement that saw them rise 
six places to 11th. 

Almost inevitably, one of his wins 
as manager was against Liverpool 

2011/12 

Only one of the four clubs that 
changed their manager ended up in 
a better league position. 

Continued on page 12 
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Saints Spotlight 



SAINTS’ FIRST TEAM FIXTURES 


Sat 17 

AUGUST 

West Brom . 

■■(A) 

Sat 24 

Sunderland . 

■(H) 

Tue 27 

Barnsley (CCC 2) . 

■■(A) 

Sat 31 

Norwich. 

■■(A) 

Sun 15 

SEPTEMBER 

West Ham . 

■(H) 

Sat 21 

Liverpool. 

■■(A) 

Tues 24 Bristol City (CCC 3) (H) 

Sat 28 

Crystal Palace .... 

■(H) 

Sat 5 

OCTOBER 

Swansea . 

■(H) 

Sat 19 

Man United. 

■■(A) 

Sat 26 

Fulham. 

■(H) 

Sat 2 

NOVEMBER 

Stoke . 

■■(A) 

Wed 6 

Sunderland (CCC 4) 

■(A) 

Sat 9 

Hull. 

■(H) 

Sat 23 

Arsenal . 

■■(A) 

Sun 1 

DECEMBER 

Chelsea . 

■■(A) 

Wed 4 

Aston Villa. 

■(H) 

Sat 7 

Manchester City .. 

■(H) 

Sat 14 

Newcastle . 

■■(A) 

Sat 21 

Tottenham. 

■(H) 

Thu 26 

Cardiff. 

■■(A) 

Sun 29 

Everton . 

■■(A) 

Wed 1 

JANUARY 

Chelsea . 

■(H) 

Sat 4 

Burnley (FAC 3) ... 

■(H) 


Sat 11 West Brom 
Sat 18 Sunderland . 

Tue 28 Arsenal.... 


Sat 5 

Manchester City . 

■ ■ -(A) 

Sat 12 

Cardiff . 

■ ■ -(H) 

Sat 19 

Aston Villa. 

■ ■ -(A) 

Sat 26 

Everton . 

■ ■ -(H) 


MAY 


Sat 3 

Swansea. 

■ ■ -(A) 

Sunil 

Man United . 

■ ■ -(H) 




RESULTS 2013/14 





W1-0 

Boruc 

Chambers 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse*** 

Lai Ian a* 

Rodriguez** 

Lambert 1 

Ramirez* 

S Davis** 

Cork*** 

D 1-1 

Boruc 

Chambers 

Fonte 1 

Lovren 

Shaw* 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin** 

W-Prowse 

Lai Ian a*** 

Rodriguez 

Lambert 

Clyne* 

Osvaldo** 

Ramirez*** 

W 5-1 

K Davis 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Fox 

Cork 

S Davis 2 

Isgrove* 

Ramirez 1 

Rodriguez** 1 

Mayuka*** 1 

Rowe* 

Reed** 

Sinclair*** 

L 0-1 

Boruc 

Chambers 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Fox 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin** 

W-Prowse 

Osvaldo*** 

Lallana* 

Lambert 

Ramirez* 

S Davis** 

Rodriguez*** 

D 0-0 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw** 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

Rodriguez 

Osvaldo 

Lallana* 

Lambert 

W-Prowse* 

Chambers** 


W1-0 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 1 

Shaw 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

Rodriguez*** 

Osvaldo 

Lallana** 

Lambert* 

S Davis* 

W-Prowse** 

Cork*** 

W 2-0 

K Davis 

Chambers 

Yoshida 

Hooiveld 1 

Fox 

Cork 

S Davis*** 

W-Prowse 

Ramirez 1 

Do Prado** 

Lee* 

Rodriguez* 

Reed** 

Rowe*** 

W 2-0 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis* 

Osvaldo 1 

Lallana*** 

Lambert** 1 

W-Prowse* 

Rodriguez** 

Ramirez*** 

W 2-0 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Fox 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis*** 

Osvaldo* 

Lallana 1 

Lambert 

W-Prowse* 

Rodriguez** 1 

Do Prado*** 

D 1-1 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Wanyama*** 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis** 

Lallana 1 

Rodriguez* 

Osvaldo 

Lambert* 

W-Prowse** 

Do Prado*** 

W 2-0 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse** 

Rodriguez* 1 

Lallana 

Lambert 1 

Do Prado* 

Cork** 


D 1-1 

L 1-2 

Boruc 

K Davis 

Clyne 

Chambers 

Fonte 

Yoshida 1 

Lovren 

Hooiveld 

Shaw 

Fox 

Wanyama 

Cork 

Schneiderlin 

Reed 

W-Prowse 

S Davis** 

Rodriguez* 1 

Ramirez*** 

Lallana 

Rodriguez 

Lambert 

Lee* 

Ramirez* 

W-Prowse* 

Lallana** 

Gallagher*** 

W 4-1 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Wanyama* 

Schneiderlin 1 

W-Prowse 

Lallana*** 1 

Rodriguez 

Lambert** 1 

S Davis* 

Osvaldo** 

Cork*** 

L 0-2 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Hooiveld 

Shaw* 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse 

Lallana** 

Rodriguez 

Lambert 

S Davis* 

Osvaldo** 


L 1-3 

Boruc* 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin*** 

W-Prowse** 

Lallana 

Rodriguez 1 

Osvaldo 

Gazzaniga* 

S Davis** 

Lambert*** 

L 2-3 

Gazzaniga 

Clyne*** 

Yoshida 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Wanyama** 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse* 

Lallana 

Rodriguez 1 

Lambert 

Osvaldo* 1 

Cork** 

Fonte*** 

D 1-1 

Gazzaniga 

Chambers 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Cork 

S Davis*** 

W-Prowse 

Lallana** 

Rodriguez 

Osvaldo* 1 

Lambert* 

Ramirez** 

Reed*** 

D 1-1 

Gazzaniga 

Chambers 

Hooiveld 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Cork 

S Davis 

W-Prowse** 

Rodriguez*** 1 

Osvaldo* 

Lambert 

Lallana* 

Schneiderlin** 

Gallagher*** 


■(H) 

■■(A) 

■(H) 


FEBRUARY 

Sat 1 Fulham .(A) 

Sat 8 Stoke.(H) 

Tue 11 Hull .(A) 

Sat 22 West Ham.(A) 

MARCH 

Sat 1 Liverpool.(H) 

Sat 8 Crystal Palace.(A) 

Sat 15 Norwich.(H) 

Sat 22 Tottenham.(A) 

Sat 29 Newcastle.(H) 

APRIL 


Is sacking the boss the answer? 


From page 11 


Steve Bruce (Sunderland, Nov 30) 

One sacking that certainly had the 
desired effect. 

The Black Cats were 16th in the 
table, just two points clear of the 
bottom three, when Bruce was dis¬ 
missed. 

Appointing Martin O’Neill was a 
good move, the club ending 13th and 
nine points ahead of the relegation 
area. 

Neil Warnock (QPR, Jan 8) 

Rangers were 17th, one place and 
one point above the drop zone, 
when Warnock was fired - half a 
season after leading the west 
London club to the Championship 
title. 

Successor Mark Hughes was 
unable to oversee any obvious 
improvement, Rangers ending one 
place and one point off the relega¬ 
tion area. 

Mick McCarthy (Wolves, Feb 15) 

McCarthy paid the price for a dis¬ 
mal 5-1 home derby loss to West 
Bromwich Albion. 

At the time of his sacking, Wolves 
were third bottom but level on 
points with QPR and Blackburn. 


Appointing Terry Connor as 
McCarthy’s successor was a disas¬ 
ter, though. 

The club only collected four points 
from their final 13 games and fin¬ 
ished miles adrift at the bottom. 

Andre Villas-Boas (Mar 4) 

Not many clubs could sack a man¬ 
ager with their club in a Champions 
League place and still in Europe’s 
premier club competition as well as 
the FA Cup. 

Still, not many owners are as ruth¬ 
less as Roman Abramovich. 

Appointing Roberto Di Matteo did 
not work as far as the league was 
concerned, the Blues slipping two 
places to finish sixth - with even 
Newcastle ending above them. 

Chelsea still qualified for the 
2012/13 Champions League, though, 
as a result of winning that season’s 
competition with a penalty shoot¬ 
out success against Bayern Munich 
in the final. 

As a result, who could argue with 
Abramovich that he was wrong to 
make the change when he did? 

2012/13 

Of the four clubs who sacked their 
manager last season, only one - 
Saints - managed to improve their 


position.And that was by a solitary 
place. 

Roberto Di Matteo (Chelsea, Nov 21) 

Chelsea were lying third in the 
Premier League, just four points off 
top spot, when Di Matteo became 
the latest ex-manager of the Roman 
Abramovich era. 

Even winning the Champions 
League a few months earlier was 
not enough to spare him the axe. 

In came ‘interim’ boss Rafa 
Benitez, who guided Chelsea to the 
same third place finish they were in 
when he arrived - though this time 
they were 12 points adrift of cham¬ 
pions Manchester United. 

Benitez also won the Europa 
League silverware. 

Mark Hughes (QPR, Nov 23) 

Unsurprisingly sacked by Rangers 
after failing to win any of his first 12 
league games of the season. 

QPR picked up only four points in 
that time, and a 3-1 home loss to fel¬ 
low strugglers Saints was the final 
straw. 

Even at that stage of the season it 
looked as if Rangers were doomed, 
and even the appointment of Harry 
Redknapp was unable to prevent 
the inevitable relegation. 

The club finished bottom, the 


same position as when Redknapp 
took over. 

Nigel Adkins (Saints, Jan 18) 

Saints had pieced together a five- 
game unbeaten league run, their 
best of the season, when Adkins was 
unceremoniously sacked two days 
after a 2-2 draw at European cham¬ 
pions Chelsea. 

At the time Saints were 15th, three 
points above the drop zone and with 
a better goal difference than 18th- 
placed Aston Villa. 

Following Mauricio Pochettino’s 
arrival, Saints improved their 
league position by one place, though 
they did finish five points clear of 
the drop. 

Martin O’Neill (Sunderland, March 30) 

The Black Cats were 15th and four 
points above the bottom three when 
O’Neill was sacked. 

Taking the controversial decision 
to appoint Paolo Di Canio only 
worked in so far as Sunderland 
stayed up. 

But they slipped to finish 17th, and 
in the end were only three points off 
the drop zone. 

The club have continued to slide 
further towards the Championship 
this term. 




LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 


LA 

LG 

CA 

CG CSA 

CSG 


LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 

KELVIN DAVIS 

0 

0 

3 

0 

286(1) 

0 

JACK CORK 

2(5) 

0 

3 

0101(13) 

0 

RICKIE LAMBERT 

13(3) 

4 

0 

0199(13) 

107 

PAULO GAZZANIGA 

3(1) 

0 

0 

0 

14(1) 

0 

VICTOR WANYAMA 

14 

0 

0 

0 14 

0 

JAY RODRIGUEZ 

13(2) 

6 

2(1) 

1 

41(14) 

16 

ARTUR BORUC 

13 

0 

0 

0 

34 

0 

MORGAN SCHNEIDERLIN 

13(1) 

1 

0 

0180(29) 

9 

DANI OSVALDO 

9(4) 

3 

0 

0 

9(4) 

3 

NATHANIEL CLYNE 

11(1) 

0 

1 

0 

46(1) 

1 

ADAM LALLANA 

16(1) 

3 

0(1) 

0216(25) 

53 

TADANARI LEE 

0 

0 

2 

0 

9(5) 

2 

CALUM CHAMBERS 

5(1) 

0 

2 

0 

7(2) 

0 

STEVE DAVIS 

6(5) 

1 

3 

2 32(16) 

5 

EMMANUEL MAYUKA 

0 

0 

1 

1 

3(10) 

i 

DEJAN LOVREN 

15 

1 

0 

0 

15 

1 

JAMES WARD-PROWSE 

11(5) 

0 

KD 

0 22(18) 

1 

BILLY SHARP 

0 

0 

0 

0 

12(6) 

10 

JOSE FONTE 

14(1) 

1 

1 

0 

156(4) 

13 

JASON PUNCHEON 

0 

0 

0 

0 70(10) 

10 

SAM GALLAGHER 

0(1) 

0 

0(1) 

0 

0(2) 

0 

JOS HOOIVELD 

2 

0 

2 

1 

70(3) 

9 

LLOYD ISGROVE 

0 

0 

1 

0 1(1) 

0 

HARRISON REED 

0(1) 

0 

1(2) 

0 

1(3) 

0 

MAYA YOSHIDA 

1 

0 

3 

1 

37(1) 

1 

OMAR ROWE 

0 

0 

0(2) 

0 0(2) 

0 








LUKE SHAW 

14(1) 

0 

0 

0 

38(6) 

0 

JAKE SINCLAIR 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 0(1) 

0 








DANNY FOX 

2 

0 

3 

0 

57(10) 

1 

GASTON RAMIREZ 

0(5) 

0 

3 

2 23(11) 

7 








JACK STEPHENS 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

GULY DO PRADO 

0(3) 

0 

1 

0 78(31) 

22 









KEY: LA: league appearances. LG: league goals. CA: cup appearances. CG: cup goals. CSA: career Saints appearances. CSG: career Saints goals. 
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Adam Rant 


Common 
sense has 
gone out 
of window 


THE Premier League is rarely a 
very sane place, and two more 
managerial departures over the 
last week have gone some way to 
proving that once again. 

Steve Clarke’s dismissal as West 
Brom boss appears very harsh 
indeed. 

Last season they probably 
somewhat overachieved, this sea¬ 
son admittedly isn’t going as well 
after spending a few quid but a 
manager has to have time. 

West Brom didn’t seem in any 
realistic danger of going down so 
surely Clarke had earned the 
chance to try and put things right. 

That said at least we saw deci¬ 
sive action before any significant 
damage was done. The worst 
thing you can do is let any doubts 
fester during an important time 
for the club. 


That brings us 
nicely on to 
Andre Villas- 
Boas, right, 
being sacked at 
Tottenham. 

That sanity 
question was not 
so much over the 
sacking, but more over 
the appointment and the deci¬ 
sions the club made in the sum¬ 


mer. 

Villas-Boas perhaps is just not 
as good as his reputation at Porto 
suggested he was, something 
Tottenham might have discovered 
to their cost. 

But to then allow him to spend 
such vast sums of money in the 
summer, but sack him in 
December, is crazy. 

Much of that money has effec¬ 
tively been flushed down the toi¬ 
let, as a new manager will surely 
want to bring in his own players. 

Common sense surely dictated 
they should either have got rid of 
him much, much earlier as they 
must have had doubts for some 
time to have pulled the trigger 
less than halfway into a season 
where Spurs are currently seventh 
in the table, and got somebody 
else in to spend the money in the 
first place, or have given Villas- 
Boas the rest of the season to try 
and get it to work. 

The rest of this season will pret¬ 
ty much be a write off for them 
anyway now. 

Sanity can be hard to find. 


ASHES BASHING: England captain Alastair Cook. 


IF IT’S not a time for knee-jerk 
reactions then it shouldn’t feel 
so much like it is. 

Maybe Adam Rant wants a knee- 
jerk reaction, maybe he wants the 
emotion of the situation to overtake 
logic and common sense and to lash 
out. 

We can only be talking about one 
thing - the debacle in Australia 
that has led to England giving up 
the Ashes after going 3-0 down fol¬ 
lowing the third Test. 

It has been the mother of all 
England capitulations, as depress¬ 
ing and shambolic as Adam Rant 
remembers regularly viewing from 
this nation’s touring sides when he 
was growing up. 

A small boast - The Ranty one did 
actually see the three-quarters of a 
day that England played well. That 
was the first three-quarters of a 
day. After that it all went rapidly 
downhill. 

There are so many major ques¬ 
tions now to be answered sur¬ 
rounding the team management, 
the captaincy and the majority of 
the players involved. 

But while Adam Rant’s emotional 
state, driven by a mixture of anger 
and embarrassment, might 
demand a knee-jerk reaction a 


quick analysis of the situation is 
required. 

On the management and captain¬ 
cy Andy Flower has been immense¬ 
ly successful as England coach 
while Alastair Cook will remain 
the team captain for a time. 

Tactics 

The tactics they have been using 
have served a purpose in the past 
but have been picked apart by the 
Aussies. It’s not being wise after 
the event as many predicted this 
before the start of the series, but 
the negative displays which have 
been used to win games were never 
likely to work Down Under and 
duly didn’t. 

England have become synony¬ 
mous these days for a very dull 
brand of cricket. It is very attrition- 
al, generally not that pretty to 
watch, but it has been effective on 
home pitches which are tailor 
made with this in mind, and 
against weaker opposition. 

When the conditions aren’t in 
their favour, and the opposition 
stronger - though please spare me 
any thoughts about this Aussie side 
being even a patch on the great 
team of a decade ago - they have 
fallen apart. 


If Flower and Cook are to contin¬ 
ue then there must be a re-evalua- 
tion of the way England play, and 
not just trying to sit it out until we 
get back on home soil and hope it 
all works again. 

Likewise, the selection policies 
have been baffling. 

The touring party contains three 
tall seamers who are supposed to 
be our answer to bouncy flat pitch¬ 
es. 

Chris Tremlett has played in just 
one Test this series, presumably 
because he’s not considered quick 
enough, Boyd Rankin hasn’t played 
at all, presumably because he’s 
deemed not good enough and 
Steven Finn has also sat on the 
sidelines, presumably because he’s 
considered too wayward. 

If they aren’t able to play in per¬ 
fect conditions for them, when the 
team are being beaten up so badly, 
why bother taking them? Are they 
there just to fill a few seats on the 
plane and bowl in the nets? 

England have not been well 
served on this tour by many of 
their senior players. Cook has gen¬ 
erally been hopelessly out of form, 
Jonathan Trott went home after 
one Test, Kevin Pietersen has frus¬ 
trated in his dismissals, Matt Prior 
is struggling to bat or keep wicket, 


let alone both, Jimmy Anderson 
has looked totally innocuous with¬ 
out any swing and Graeme Swann 
has been carted all over the shop. 

Only really Ian Bell, Michael 
Carberry, Ben Stokes and Stuart 
Broad have emerged with any cred¬ 
it at all. And the less said about the 
batting the better. 

Brittle 

England have looked mentally 
brittle. The Aussies have totally got 
their number in the head as much 
as anything physical. 

That begs the question as to 
whether some of the established 
stars have just lost their hunger 
and appetite. Maybe now they just 
want to play but on their own 
terms. 

There has to be changes, that is 
inevitable. 

There is no denying that these are 
still the best players England have. 

If however they don’t have the 
heart and the stomach for it then 
now is the time to change for the 
future, and there are one or two 
players that look like they should 
be taken out of the firing line for 
their own good. 

It’s only a knee-jerk reaction if it’s 
not logical. 


KNEE-JERK REACTION 
IS THE ONLY 
ANSWER 

WASHES 

DEBACLE 


wee 


AS THIS is the final Adam 
Rant column before the 
festivities it only remains to 
wish all the readers of the Sports 
Pink a very Merry Christmas. 

If you are lucky then next week 
you might get the Ranty one’s 
infamous new year predictions. 

What a treat. 
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AFC Totton 2013/14 

Southern League Premier 


August 

17: Stourbridge (H). LI-4 

Edwards 

20: Bideford (A) L 0-4 

24: Bedford (A) .L 2-3 

Roberts, Edwards 

26: Bashley (H) .W 3-1 

Mouland (2), Roberts 

31: Chippenham (A) . . . .W 2-1 

Noakes, Moth 


Saints Spotlight 



DENIS ADMITS HE WAS 


September 

3:Truro(H) .L 2-3 

Roberts, Hill 

7: St Albans (H) .L 2-5 

Roberts 2 

17: Weymouth (A) . LI-2 

Moth 

21: Cambridge (A) .L 0-3 

October 

5: Banbury (H).LI-3 

October 

26: Arlesley (H) .D 2-2 

Hill, Robertson 

29: Truro (A) .L 2-3 

Branford, Branker 

November 

5: Weymouth (H) .L 0-1 

12: Frame (H) .L 0-5 

16: Hitchin (H) .L 0-5 

23: Chesham (A) . LI-4 

26 Hemel Hempstead (A) .L 1-8 
Mouland 

30 Biggleswade (H) .L 1-5 

House 



RYAN HILL 


December 

7 Redditch United .L 1-2 

Edwards 

10 Chippenham (H).W 3-1 

Moth, House, Roberts 

17: Poole (A) PP 

21: St Neots Town .(A) 

26: Bashley .(A) 

28: Bideford.(H) 


January 

1: Burnham .(H) 

11: Hitchin Town .(A) 

13: St Albans City.(A) 

18: Chesham United .(H) 

22: Corby Town.(A) 

25: Hemel Hempstead . . . . (H) 


February 

1: Biggleswade .(A) 

8: Redditch .(H) 

15: Hungerford .(A) 

22: St Neots Town.(H) 


March 

1 Banbury . 
8 Cambridge 
15 Frame . . 
22 Corby . . 
29 Arlesey . 


•(A) 

.(H) 

(A) 

.(H) 

•(A) 


April 

5 Poole .(H) 

12 Stourbridge.(A) 

19 Bedford Town .(H) 

21 Burnham.(A) 



HE was known as the 
‘baby-faced assassin,’ 
Mike Summerbee called 
him “a creme de la 
creme lunatic” and 
Harry Redknapp said 
that he was “an 
absolute nutter”. 

When meeting Denis 
Hollywood, you would find 
it hard to believe that this 
gentle Scot was any of those 
things, writes PETER 
HOWARD. 

In fact, the former Saints 
full-back, who made 266 
appearances at The Dell 
between 1962-1972, is a true 
gent off the pitch. 

Did this man once strike 
fear into many wing- 
halves? 

Jim Steele, the centre- 
back who won the 1976 FA 
Cup with Saints and was 
man-of-the-match that day, 
echoed those sentiments 
that once Hollywood was 
on the pitch he was revered 
by many. 

Hollywood, who was born 
in Govan, the same town 
Sir Alex Ferguson was 
brought up in on the out¬ 
skirts of Glasgow, simply 
fell in love with the game 
from the word go. 

“I just loved football, I 
wanted to play for Scotland, 
I desperately wanted to 
play for Scotland, becoming 
captain and winning 100 
caps is what I wanted,” 
Hollywood said. 

“I was mad on football. 

“I was a tremendous 
Celtic fan but I was born 
and lived right opposite 
Rangers’ training ground. 

“I used to go straight to it 
when it opened every day; I 
just wanted to watch foot¬ 
ball, even if it was 
Rangers.” 

Hollywood attended St 
Saviour’s Primary School 
and played against Sir Alex 
Ferguson’s school team. 

“I played against 
Ferguson’s school side; of 
course he was a couple of 
years older than me. At the 
time I played for a school 
called St Saviour’s and we 
had one of the best school 
teams in Glasgow,” he said. 

“I’d love to meet 
Ferguson, really, really, 
would like to meet him. 

“Govan was a small place 
and everybody knew each- 
other, it would be interest¬ 
ing to share some stories.” 

Ferguson, in contrast to 
Hollywood, stayed in 
Scotland and played for six 
different clubs, including 
Rangers. 

Hollywood, who was 
brought up by his grand¬ 


mother, relocated to Essex 
with her when he was 11. 

That was a time in his life 
which he doesn’t look back 
on with too much fondness 
after being pulled away 
from his friends, football 
team and family. 

“It was awful; it was the 
most awful thing in my 
whole life, especially in the 
school where they reacted 
to my accent and where we 
were taught completely dif¬ 
ferently to how we were 
taught in Scotland,” he 
remembered. 

“Govan was a tough place 
to live, it was a ship build¬ 
ing yard and there were 


fights all the time. 

“It was quite rough really, 
but people were nice, kind 
people. 

“Going from there to 
Ilford was a culture shock. 

“I lived with my grand¬ 
mother in Govan. She 
decided she was moving to 
Essex and I decided to go 
with her. 

“I saw my family every¬ 
day, but I lived with my 
grandmother. 

“She moved to Essex 
when I was 11, I went with 
her after her sister bought 
her a house in Essex. 

“She went because she 
thought it would be a nicer 


place to live. I had the 
choice whether to go or not 
and I decided to go.” 

It was while playing 
school football in Ilford that 
Hollywood was noticed by 
some of the big London 
clubs. 

“I played for Ilford 
Schoolboys and I was going 
to West Ham and 
Tottenham. I used to watch 
a lot of games at West Ham 
because I was close by,” he 
said. 

“They were offering me 
apprenticeships, so I 
thought I’d be in at either of 
those two.” 

But London-based scout 


Jimmy Thompson, who 
was working for Saints boss 
Ted Bates, plucked 
Hollywood from under 
their noses and put him on 
a train to Hampshire. 

“I hadn’t even had a clue 
where Southampton was if 
I’m honest, not a clue or 
even what division they 
played in. It was a mystery 
to me,” Hollywood recalled. 

“I came down here in 1960 
and I signed almost imme¬ 
diately on apprentice 
forms. That was the first 
season of apprenticeships 
and I arrived with around 
eight or nine others. 

“I used to travel with a 


LATEST PREMIER LEAGUE STANDINGS - SEE BACK PAGE 
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MAD - ON FOOTBALL! 



FLASHBACK: Denis Hollywood, above back row 
far right, lines up for the Port of Southampton 
Staff Association team. Right - in action for 
Saints in the 1960s. Below - Hollywood, right, 
with ex-Saints colleague Brian O’Neill pictured 
last year. 


young lad called Jimmy 
Burton and he lived in 
Dagenham, so I caught a lift 
with him. 

“We were allowed home 
most weekends - we were 
only 15 at this point. 

“I had a fabulous time at 
Southampton, but initially I 
got homesick. 

“I was only 15 after all, 
that is quite young to be 
moving away. You have to 
fend for yourself suddenly. 

“As an apprentice we 
were playing in the A side. 
We played in the 
Hampshire League, getting 
a taxi from the station to 
wherever we were playing.” 


After a couple of years as a 
youth player, Hollywood 
was brought into the first- 
team as a 17-year-old after 
regular right-half Ken 
Wimhurst was sidelined 
with an injury. 

It was his performance 
levels that eventually 
forced Hollywood to move 
back from an attacking role 
into a defender. 

“I was in for Ken in a 
League Cup game against 
Scunthorpe, it was a 
Wednesday night game and 
I managed to keep my place 
for the weekend league 
game against Preston,” 
Hollywood explained. 


Hollywood’s first league 
game was the 1-0 win over 
Preston at The Dell in 
1962/63, George Kirby bag¬ 
ging the winner. 

The result wasn’t enough 
to keep Hollywood in the 
starting XI and, as 
Wimhurst returned from 
injury, he found his 
chances few and far 
between. 

Hollywood made his sec¬ 
ond league appearance in 
the 2-1 defeat at Plymouth 
when he replaced Cliff 
Huxford - a defensive wing- 
half, who was a mainstay in 
Bates’ side at that time. 

Hollywood remained 


patient and adapted his 
game to be a full-back for 
the reason “I was quick and 
I could tackle”. 

And that, Bates felt, stood 
him in better stead to play 
first team football than if he 
was a wing-half. 

“Bates dropped me back to 
full-back because he 
thought I’d have a better 
chance of getting in the 
team week in week out, 
because I was very very 
quick and I could tackle,” 
he said. 

“Ted thought I’d be better 
at full-back. Being a full¬ 
back you’re very exposed, 
aren’t you? 


“I preferred midfield but I 
stopped playing there when 
I was about 18. Most of the 
games I played were as a 
full-back. 

“I was very quick and I 
could win the ball and that 
is what a full-back was. 

“They’re not now, though, 
they attack a lot more. 

“But when I played as a 
defender, invariably you 
had a winger - an out-and- 
out winger, who stayed on 
the wing - so you had to 
mark him. 

“We used to play with two 
full-backs and three mid- 
field players. One midfield¬ 
er was attacking and the 
other was more defensive. 

“Defending wise, big John 
McGrath was class. 
Attackers Martin Chivers, 
Mick Channon, Ron Davies, 
they were outstanding. 

“Cliff Huxford was anoth¬ 
er; he played just in front of 
me.” 

In early March 1965, 
Hollywood became a regu¬ 
lar starter as he replaced 
Tommy Traynor, who was 
in the twilight of his career, 
at left-back. 

Traynor was a Saints stal¬ 
wart, playing 487 times 
from 1952 to 1966. 

It was the following sea¬ 
son where Hollywood truly 
made his mark. 

“I was in the team that 
was promoted in 1965/66,” 
he recalled proudly. 

“Halfway through that 
season I had a cartilage 
operation, I came back from 
injury later that season.” 

After starting the first 
seven games of the season, 
Hollywood had surgery and 
had to wait until April 1966 
to eventually return. 

Once he did so, he helped 
Saints to ten undefeated 
games as they were promot¬ 
ed to Division One for the 
first time in their history as 
runners-up. 

Bates brought in David 
Webb to play left-back for 
the following season, 
Hollywood having made the 
right-back berth his own. 

It was at Saints where he 
made his reputation as a no- 
nonsense defender. 

“I had a fantastic time at 
the club, I loved every sec¬ 
ond of it,” Hollywood 
enthused. 

“I was good friends with 
Ken Jones and Tommy 
Jenkins. Tom lives in the 
States now, he played with 
Harry Redknapp at Seattle, 
they were at West Ham 
together. 

“I had some good laughs 
with Steeley (Jim Steele) 
and Mick Channon too. 

Continued on page 16 


RICHARD HILL INTERVIEW - SEE PAGES 24-27 


Poole Town 2013/14 

Southern League Premier 


August 

17: St Albans (H).W 2-1 

Pettefer, Devlin 

20: Chippenham (A).W 2-1 

Devlin 2 

24: Cambridge (A).W 2-1 

Spetch, Gillespie 

26: Weymouth (H).D 2-2 

Gillespie 2 

31: Biggleswade (H) ... .W 2-1 
Preston, Gillespie 

September 

4: Frame (A).W 3-1 

Cann, Devlin, Spetch 

7: Hitchin (A).D 2-2 

Gillespie, Spetch 

17: Bideford (H) .D 3-3 

Gillespie 2, Spetch 

21: Burnham (H).D 0-0 

October 

5: Stourbridge (A).L 2-5 

Gillespie 2 

November 

8: Truro (A).W 2-0 

Brookes, Gillespie 

16: St Neots(H).W2-0 

Cann, Brookers 

23: Banbury (A) .D 0-0 

26 Chesham (A).W 2-0 

Emmerson, Brooks 

30 Chippenham (H).W 3-1 

Poole Town 
Devlin 2, Charles 



RICHARD GILLESPIE 


December 

7 Bash ley (A). 

Whisken, Cann, Charles 

.W 3-0 

14: Redditch (H) . 

Charles, Preston 

.W 2-1 

17: AFC Totton (H) 

. . . .PP 

21: Corby. 

... (A) 

26: Weymouth. 

... (A) 

January 

1: Bashley . 

. . . .(H) 

4: Arlesey . 

. . . .(A) 

7: Biggleswade . 

... (A) 

11: St Neots . 

. . . .(A) 

14: Bideford . 

... (A) 

18: Banbury . 

. . . .(H) 

25: Chesham United . . 

. . . (H) 

28: Hitchin Town . 

. . . (H) 

February 

1: Hungerford. 

... (A) 

4: Bedford . 

. . . .(A) 

11: Hungerford . 

. . . (H) 

15: Redditch . 

. . . .(A) 

18: Frame . 

. . . .(H) 

22: Corby. 

. . . (H) 

March 

1: Stourbridge. 

. . . (H) 

8: Burnham . 

... (A) 

15: Truro . 

. . . (H) 

22: Hemel Hempstead . . 

... (A) 

29: Bedford . 

. . . .(H) 

April 

5: AFC Totton . 

... (A) 

12: St Albans . 

. . . .(A) 

19: Cambridge. 

. . . (H) 

26: Arlesey . 

. . . .(H) 
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Gosport Borough 
2013/14 

Conference South 



Saints Spotlight 


August 

17 Dover (H).L 0-1 

20 Basingstoke (A) .L 1-2 

Brown 

24 Bath City (A) .D 1-1 

Brown 

26 Dorchester (H) .D 1-1 

Wooden 

31 Bromley (A) . LI-2 

Bennett 


DO N! GO TO SAINTS 

From page 15\ 


September 

7 Maidenhead (H) .L 0-2 

14 Boreham Wood (A) . .L 0-2 

21 Tonbridge (H) .W 2-0 

Brown, Williams 


October 

5 Bishop's Stortford (A) .L 0-4 
19 Ebbsfleet United (A) . . L 1-2 
og 

26 Chelmsford City (H) .W 2-1 
Brown, Sills 


November 

2 Whitehawk (A) .D 1-1 

Brown 

12 Eastleigh (H).L 0-2 

22 Farnborough (A) .L 0-1 

26 Staines (H) .W 2-0 


Richardson, Gosney 


GOAL-GETTER: Mike 
Gosney. 


December 


7 Concord (A) . 

W 2-0 

Wooden, Williams 


21 Eastbourne Borough 

■ ■ ■ (H) 

26 Havant and W . 

... (A) 

28 Basingstoke. 

. . . (H) 

January 


1 Havant and W . 

. . . (H) 

4 Sutton United. 

... (A) 

11 Whitehawk. 

. . . (H) 

18 Eastleigh . 

... (A) 

25 Weston-super-Mare . 

... (A) 

31 Farnborough . 

. . . (H) 

February 


8 Chelmsford City .... 

. . . .(A) 

15 Weston-super-Mare . 

. . . (H) 

22 Ebbsfleet. 

. . . (H) 

March 


1 Dover Athletic . 

. . . .(A) 

8 Staines Town. 

... (A) 

15 Boreham Wood . . . 

. . . .(H) 

22 Hayes and Y . 

... (A) 

25 Tonbridge . 

. . . .(A) 

29 Bishop's Stortford . . 

. . . (H) 

April 


5 Concord. 

. . . (H) 

12 Eastbourne. 

... (A) 

19 Bath City . 

. . . (H) 

21 Dorchester. 

... (A) 

26 Bromley . 

.. . .(H) 


They were incredible 
days.” 

But had Hollywood lis¬ 
tened to his grandmother, 
his could have been a very 
different story. 

Even he had doubts about 
moving to The Dell. 

“When I got back from a 
trial match for Saints, 
before I was signed up, my 
grandmother said ‘you 
can’t go there, it’s rough 
there, it’s a shipping port.” 

Nonetheless, Hollywood 
decided to join. 

“I met Jimmy Thompson 
at Waterloo and got a taxi 
from the train station to the 
Polygon Hotel in 
Southampton. It was nice 
and posh in there and I was 
just out of school, a bit 
rough around the edges I’d 
say.” 

Despite his initial con¬ 
cerns and his grandmother 
trying her best to keep him 
at home, Hollywood moved 
down to Saints in 1960 as an 
apprentice. 

“The Dell was fantastic, I 
lived with a few other 
apprentices in a bed and 
breakfast near The Dell, 
just off Howard Road, for 
about three or four 
months,” he said. 

Hollywood, however, had 
originally set his sights on 
different clubs. 

“I was desperate to go to 
one of West Ham and 
Tottenham because I had 
no intention of leaving 
home. I was supposed to 
stay on at school for anoth¬ 
er year and I was training 
with Spurs and West Ham,” 
he said. 

“I wanted West Ham as 
they had fabulous facilities. 
Spurs is a big club too, they 
gave you dinner and looked 
after you, very classy.” 

But he moved to The Dell, 
much to the annoyance of 
his school. 

“Jimmy Thompson sent a 
telegram to the headmaster 
of my school to request the 
Saints move and he went off 
his rocker. He called me 
into his office and he went 
crazy at me. He didn’t like 
me anyway, but he went 
mad,” Hollywood said. 

Thompson brought a lot 
good players out of London 
to The Dell. 

“We used to get to 
Clapham Junction which is 
about seven minutes from 
Waterloo,” Hollywood 
explained. “He used to say 
‘we’ll soon be there in 
Southampton lads, not long 
now.’ He did that because 
nobody from London likes 
leaving London. 

“It was the same with 


David Webb when he came 
down here from Leyton 
Orient. He never settled 
and wanted to get back to 
London all the time. 

“It was to keep the lads 
happy, but of course I didn’t 
fall for it.” 

In over a decade at Saints, 
Hollywood looks back fond¬ 
ly and has some incredible 
memories. 

Some of them on the pitch, 
like winning promotion to 
Division One in 1965/66. 

But the 69-year-old has 
many other highlights that 
happened off the field of 
play. 

“Two of the lads while I 
was at The Dell got scabies, 
it was a horrible thing, it is 
very contagious. 

“He (Ted Bates) called us 


all together and he said to 
us in our team meeting that 
the two infected players 
would be based in the refer¬ 
ees office at The Dell. 

“They would have all 
their own gear and shower 
separately. 

“(Terry) Paine stood up 
and said ‘Ted, can we give 
them bells to wear so we 
can hear them coming’. 

“We were all crying with 
laughter and one person 
said ‘can we have someone 
running in front of them 
shouting ‘unclean, unclean, 
unclean!’ 

“So that was it, we were in 
tears. Everyday was incred¬ 
ible, we had so many 
laughs. 

“We used go in on a 
Friday the day before a 


game and do some very 
light work. 

“We’d go and have a team 
talk in one of the rooms and 
Ted would have a board up 
with all the players in for¬ 
mation, perfectly placed. 

“Big Ron Davies would 
then come in and smash 
them all up. 

“Ted used to come in and 
say despairingly ‘what’s the 
point?’ 

Following promotion to 
Division One, Bates took 
his side on a pre season trip 
as a warm up for the new 
campaign. 

“We went on tour to 
Malaysia and Singapore. 
We were based in Kuala 
Lumpur, we were over 
there at the same time as 
Leicester, we played them 


in series of friendlies” said 
Hollywood. 

“But they arranged this 
game against a local team 
about an hour’s drive from 
Kuala Lumpur. We went on 
to a coach, red hot it was, to 
this village and the whole 
place turned out for the 
game, they lined the pitch. 

“The changing rooms 
were corrugated iron huts 
basically. Anyway, Paine 
and their left-back were 
kicking lumps out of each 
other most of the game. 

“Halfway through the 
match the two of them col¬ 
lided and both fell on 
ground. Paine got up first 
and stamped on his head. 

“The referee stopped the 
game and the locals, the 
whole village, invaded the 


PREMIER LEAGUE STANDINGS - SEE RACK PAGE 




DESPAIR: Ted Bates’ 
tactics board did not go 
down well with striker 
Ron Davies, left. 
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Spotlight 

- ITS ROUGH THERE! 




pitch. 

“We abandoned the pitch, 
and the game, and ran to 
the changing rooms. They 
chased us in there and were 
banging and shouting at us 
to come out, it was frighten¬ 
ing actually. 

“The police came in and 
said ‘we can’t control them 
but we’ve sent for the riot 
police so don’t worry, lads.’ 

“Big Martin Chivers stood 
up and pointed at Paine ‘he 
started it, throw him out 
and we’ll be alright, won’t 
we!’ 

“Everyone just burst into 
hysterics of laughter after 
that. 

“Honestly, every day was 
hilarious. Even on your 
days off you went in 
because it was just a great 


lifestyle. 

“Football isn’t a job is it? 
Every day was just a laugh. 
Obviously there is a lot of 
training and a bit of pres¬ 
sure going into big games, 
and they were good times. 

“We were on an end of 
season tour, we went to El 
Salvador. We were meant to 
go to Brazil but that fell 
through, so we were going 
to El Salvador instead. 

“I thought that’s a good 
place to take us isn’t it, a 
place with civil war on the 
horizon and they were tak¬ 
ing us out there, silly really. 

“We all looked at the itin¬ 
erary and it turned out we 
were going with Chelsea 
and staying in the same 
hotel. They were great back 
then, they had Peter 


Osgood. Dave Sexton was 
the manager at the time and 
he couldn’t even control 
them in London, let alone 
on tour. 

“They got us wearing new 
suits and we had grey 
trousers with maroon jack¬ 
ets - we looked like coach 
drivers. 

“Chelsea, on the other 
hand, were wearing their 
lovely deep blue suits, they 
were lovely suits. 

“It was a club rule that 
you had to wear them down 
to dinner where the direc¬ 
tors and so on were, so you 
had to look smart and wear 
the suit. 

“Chelsea was already 
there one evening and 
Ossie stood up and shouted 
‘we’re alright now, lads, the 


band has arrived’. “I 
thought that was brilliant. 

Even though there many 
times at The Dell that made 
Hollywood laugh, his com¬ 
mitment on the pitch 
remained unwavering. 

“I’d run through a brick 
wall for Southampton and 
various other players said 
the exact same thing.” 

Bates was a big reason 
why the Scot remained so 
faithful to the club. 

“I got very homesick one 
weekend and I didn’t return 
to the club on the Monday 
or the Tuesday, I just 
stayed in Ilford” Hollywood 
said. 

“Ted spoke to me on the 
phone and decided to come 
and see me on his way to 
watch a West Ham match. 


He was so committed to the 
players. 

“He invited me to watch 
the game with him and 
travel back to Southampton 
the next day, which was 
very, very nice of him, but 
that’s who he was. He want¬ 
ed the best for us.” 

While Hollywood adored 
playing for Saints, he still 
harboured his childhood 
dreams of becoming 
Scotland captain and win¬ 
ning 100 caps for his coun¬ 
try. 

He made several appear¬ 
ances for the under-23s but 
never made it to the full 
international set-up. 

“It is meant to be a natur¬ 
al progression from under- 
23s to the full side, but I did¬ 
n’t play,” he explained. 

“It was a disappointment. 
Well, it’s more now because 
years later you think back 
and wonder would could 
have been. 

“I don’t think it was lack 
of ability, it could have been 
my location that I was out 
the way down here on the 
south coast of England. 

“I wanted to get 100 caps 
and captain Scotland, they 
were my eventual ambi¬ 
tions. Unfortunately I did¬ 
n’t make them come true. 

“It was fantastic just to 
play for the (Scotland) 
youth team, one of the 
games we played England 
at Aberdeen. 

“It was fabulous, it was a 
proud time and I’ve still got 
my Scotland shirts. They 
don’t fit now, of course! 

Although he never made 
it to the biggest stage for 
country, Hollywood 

savoured life as a top-flight 
player against world-class 
opponents. 

“I came up against George 
Best, he was unbelievable,” 
he said. “Nearly every side 
that I played against had 
wingers, one out and out 
winger, who were always 
very good. 

“Mike Summerbee, he 
hated me and I hated him. 

“He brought his book out 
and I got a phone call one 
afternoon from my nephew. 

“He said ‘I just went to 
pick up Summerbee’s book, 
what he’s said about you is 
disgraceful, it doesn’t 
sound like the uncle I 
know’. 

“Summerbee was a good 
player and he used to play 
centre-forward when he 
was at Swindon. 
Southampton and Swindon 
was a bit of derby then. 

“When I used to play 
against him at The Dell he 
used to snarl at me ‘get 
your pads on’ and I used to 
laugh, cont on page 18 


SAINTS SEASON 2013/14 STATISTICS - SEE PAGE 12 


Sholing 2013/14 
Wessex League 


August 

2 US Portsmouth (LC, H) . . .W 9-0 
Wort 4, Jarvis 3, Brewster, Carter 

6 Romsey (H).W 5-0 

Wort 2, Barry Mason, Byron Mason, 
Cox 

9 Bournemouth (H) .W 1-0 

13: Alresford Town (A).W 4-0 

Byron Mason 2, Wort, Jarvis 

17 Downton (FAC, A).W 3-1 

Jarvis, Barry Mason, Diaper 

20: Downton (A).W 3-0 

Wort 2, Jarvis 

23 Blackfield & L (H).W 3-2 

27 Bemerton (A).D 2-2 

McLean, Castle 

31 Totton & E (FAC, A).D 0-0 

September 

3 Totton & E (FACR, H).W 2-1 

Jarvis, Carter 

7 Flamworthy (A) .W 4-0 

Miller, Wort, Fennemore, Bowers 
14 AFC Totton (FAC, H) . . . .W 4-0 
Wort 2, Fennemore, Bowers 

17 Tadley Calleva (LC) .W 6-1 

Thomson 3, Castle, Miller, Brewster 

21 Whitchurch (A) .W 2-1 

Wort, Bowers 

28 Clevedon (FAC, A).L 0-2 

Cup 

October 

1 Moneyfields (H) .W 3-1 

Wort, Fennemore, Bowers 

4 Winchester City (A).W 3-0 

Wort, Castle, Jarvis 

8 Cowes (HSC, A).W 6-0 



GOAL-GETTER: Byron 
Mason. 

Wort (2), Castle, Watts, Brewster, 
Barry Mason 

12 Newport (H).D 1-1 

Byron Mason 

19 Winchester City (Vase, A) .W 1-0 
Barry Mason 

25th Fareham Town (FI).W 6-0 

Barry Mason, Byron Mason, Wort, 
Jarvis, Bright, Castle 
29th Winchester (LC, A) . . . .W 5-4 
Watts (2), Bright, Barry Mason, 
Byron Mason 

November 

2nd Totton & Eling (A).W 3-0 

Taylor, Jarvis, Byron Mason 
5 Lymington Town (RC, A) . .W 3-1 
Byron Mason, McLean, Jarvis 

9 Fawley (H).W 3-0 

Diaper, Wort, Jarvis 

16 Follands (FAV, A) .W 2-1 

Wort, Carter 

20th Newport (H).W 3-2 

Bright, Wort, Watts 

23 Christchurch (A).W 3-0 

Barry Mason, McLean, Castle 

26 Bemerton (LC, H).W 7-0 

Barry Mason (2), Wort (2), Castle (2), 
Byron Mason 

30 Lymington (FI).W 5-1 

Jarvis (3), Barry Mason, Cox 

December 

7 Reading (FAV, A) .W 4-1 

Byron Mason, Barry Mason, Wort, 
McLean 

10 Havant & W (HSC, H) . . . .L 0-3 

14 Alresford (A) .W 3-2 

Bowers, Jarvis, Wort 
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CHERRIES FIXTURES 

AUGUST 


Sat 3 

Charlton (H) . 

.W 2-1 

Grabban 2 


Tues 6 

P’mouth LC1 (H) . 

.W 1-0 

O’Kane 
Sat 10 
Grabban 

..LI-6 

Watford (A) . 

Sat 17 
Grabban 

Wigan (H). 

.W 1-0 

Sat 24 
Pugh 

Huddersfield (A) . . 

..LI-5 

Wed 28 

Watford (LC2) (A) . 

. .L 0-2 

Sat 31 

Doncaster (A) . . . . 

.W 1-0 

Pitman 

SEPTEMBER 


Sat 14 
Grabban 

Blackpool (H) . ... 

..LI-2 

Tue 17 
Pugh 

Barnsley (H) . 

.W 1-0 

Sat 21 

Middlesbrough (A) 

. .D 3-3 

Pitman (2), OG 


Sat 28 
Fraser 

Blackburn (H) . .. . 

..LI-3 


OCTOBER 


Tues 1 

Leeds (A). 

. .LI-2 

Grabban 
Sat 5 

Millwall (H) . 

.W 5-2 

Fraser, Cook, Arter, Grabban, Pitman 

Sat 19 

Nottm Forest (A) . 

. .D 1-1 

Pugh 

Sat 26 

Leicester (A). 

..LI-2 

Pugh 



NOVEMBER 


Sat 2 

Bolton (H). 

. .L 0-2 

Sat 9 

Burnley (A). 

. .D 1-1 

Rantie 
Sat 23 

Derby (H). 

. .L 0-1 

Sat 30 

Brighton (A). 

. .D 1-1 

Ritchie 

DECEMBER 


Tues 3 

OPR (A) . 

. .L 0-3 

Sat 7 

Reading (A). 

.W 2-1 

Grabban, Ritchie 


Sat 14 

Birmingham(H) . . . 

. .L 0-2 

Sat 21 

Sheff Wed . 

. . . .(A) 

Thur 26 

Yeovil. 

. . . .(H) 

Sun 29 

Ipswich. 

. . . .(A) 


JANUARY 


Wed 1 

Brighton . 

. . . .(A) 

Sat 11 

Wigan. 

. . . .(A) 

Sat 18 

Watford . 

. . . .(H) 

Sat 25 

Charlton. 

. . . .(A) 

Tues 28 

Huddersfield .... 

. . . .(H) 


FEBRUARY 


Sat 1 

Leicester . 

. . . .(H) 

Sat 8 

Bolton . 

. . . .(A) 

Sat 15 

Burnley . 

. . . .(H) 

Sat 22 

Derby. 

. . . .(A) 


MARCH 


Sat 1 

Doncaster . 

. . . .(H) 

Sat 8 

Blackpool. 

. . . .(A) 

Wed 12 

Blackburn. 

. . . .(A) 

Sat 15 

Middlesbrough .. 

. . . .(H) 

Sat 22 

Barnsley. 

. . . .(A) 

Tues 25 

Leeds . 

. . . .(H) 

Sat 29 

Birmingham . . .. 

. . . .(A) 


APRIL 


Sat 5 

OPR (H) 


Tues 8 

Reading. 

.(H) 

Sat 12 

Yeovil. 

.(A) 

Fri 18 

Sheff Wed . 

.(H) 

Mon 21 

Ipswich. 

.(A) 

Sat 26 

Notts Forest.... 

.(H) 


MAY 


Sat 3 Millwall.(A) 
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LAW MEANT DENIS 



From page 17 

“City bought him for quite 
a bit of money and made 
him a winger. 

“I’m sure they widened 
the pitch to the maximum 
to get the most out of him 
and all he did was go up and 
down the line - you could 
see his stud marks up and 
down the line. 

“They used to have this 
fabulous left half at the 
time, who used to ping 
these big balls into 
Summerbee.” 

Among the greats of that 
era Hollywood also enjoyed 
the challenge of coming up 
against Franny Lee and Ian 
Callaghan, of Manchester 
City and Liverpool respec¬ 
tively. 

Peter Thompson was 
another Anfield legend 
Hollywood loved playing 
against. 

Hollywood looked up to 
Scottish football icon Denis 
Law, and even skipped days 
off school to watch him 
play. 

“I loved Denis Law, he 
played at Huddersfield and 
they played West Ham in an 
FA Cup replay or some¬ 
thing, so we all bunked off 
school and went along. 

“It was a Wednesday 
afternoon game, 

Huddersfield absolutely 
destroyed them. 

“When I played against 
him it was fantastic, it was 
just surreal.” 

At Southampton, 

Hollywood lived with Cliff 
Huxford and regularly 
spent time with Martin 
Chivers and Norman Dean. 

It was the proudest time in 
his playing career and over 
five seasons he made the 
No.3 position his own. 

In the 1971/72 season, 
though, his position started 
to come under threat from 
Roger Fry. 

Hollywood was recalled to 
the first-team in a tussle for 
top-flight survival, which 
Saints narrowly achieved - 
finishing just above the 
drop zone after important 
wins against fellow strag¬ 
glers Crystal Palace, high¬ 
fliers Manchester City and 
Leicester City. 

His time at Saints came to 
an end in the summer of 
1972. 

“I’ll never forget the day I 
went on a free,” Hollywood 
said. 

“The season had almost 
finished, Ted brought back 
me and John McGrath. 

“Saints were struggling at 
time, they could have got 
relegated, they brought 
John and I back for the last 
ten games and we did really 
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64 






Denis Hollywood, middle, with former Saints including Norman Dean, Bill Ellerington and Cliff Huxford at St Mary’s 
in 2007. 



SAINTS 1963-64. Back row (from left) David Paton, Mike Hennigan, George Kirby, Ron Reynolds, Tony Godfrey, 
Martin Chivers, Tommy Traynor, Cliff Huxford. 3rd row: Bill Ellerington, George Horsfall (Assistant Trainer), Ian White, 
Stuart Williams, Norman Dean, Tony Knapp, Ted Read, Ken Wimshurst, Ron Davies, David Burnside, Ian McCann, 
Jimmy Gallagher (Trainer) Len Standsbridge (Groundsman). 2nd row: John McGuigan, Terry Paine, George O'Brien, 
David Chadwick, Tommy Hare, Denis Hollywood, Bobby Wilkinson, John Sydenham, Harry Penk. Front - Ted Bates 
(Manager), E.C. Chaplin (Director), G. Reader (Vice-Chairman), J.H.C. Barber (Chairman), C.J. Cosgrave, Lt. Col. T.H. 
Reddy, B.G.W. Bowyer (Directors) and G. Baker (Secretary). 


well in the team.” 

“It was all so sudden, I felt 
myself falling out of love 
with the game. 

“I just wasn’t very happy 
about how it was all dealt 
with. 

“The season had finished 
and I went up to Scotland 
for a week and came home 
and there was a message 
from Ted for me to go and 
see him on Sunday morn¬ 
ing. 

“He told me ‘I’m telling 
you today that you’re being 


released because it’s going 
to be in the paper tomor¬ 
row’ and that was it. 

“It was a shock; I didn’t 
like the way it was done 
because he could have told 
me before the season was 
finished, so that I could 
make a few contacts and 
find a club. 

“It happens to so many 
players, though. 

“Ted thought he got the 
best from me and that was 
it. 

“I had injuries; my body 


wasn’t in a good shape, 
when I trained my knee 
swelled up considerably. 

“I used to have to get the 
swelling down before I 
could train, it wasn’t a good 
situation.” 

At 27 and in the prime of 
his career, although suffer¬ 
ing from knee problems, 
Hollywood was searching 
for a new club. 

“After Saints I could have 
gone to South Africa, I 
could have gone to the 
United States. I went to 


Watford to speak to (ex- 
Saint) George Kirby. 

“Bob Stokoe came in for 
me, who was manager of 
Blackpool at the time. 
Southampton were in the 
first division so I picked 
Blackpool because they 
were a good Division Two 
side. 

“I went to Blackpool and I 
was only there about two 
months I think, I wasn’t 
there very long. 

“I came home one week¬ 
end and I didn’t think it was 
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“What Cortese has done 


and that was it.” 

Regarding the end of his 
pro career, Hollywood said: 
“I just didn’t want to play 
any more, I had fallen out 
of love with it and got 
myself a job. 

“When I was given the 
free-transfer it all kind of 
finished for me really, it 
was the end, it stopped 
immediately. 

“When I went to 
Blackpool I just didn’t have 
interest. 

Nowadays, Hollywood - 
retired after jobs at Fawley 
Oil refinery and the Air 
Traffic Control Centre at 
Swanwick - has rediscov¬ 
ered his passion for foot¬ 
ball. 

He spends time reading 
autobiographies and 
watching Celtic and Saints 
when he can. 

Today he believes the 
game is out of touch with 
the real world. 

“Football has changed so 
much since the days I 
played. It is big business 
now,” he said. 

“You see players kissing 
the badge now and two 
minutes later they’re at 
another club. 

“It’s not like it was, it’s a 
load of rubbish. 

“They’re all different 
nationalities now. 

“The people I played with 
are still all around here, 
but they won’t be, they’ll go 
back to their own coun¬ 
tries. 

“I don’t wish, none of the 
former players do, that I 
played now. 

“I enjoyed the era I played 
in, I had some great laughs 
and made some great sto¬ 
ries. 

“I still have massive soft 
spot for Celtic, it’s an 
incredible club. I always 
look for Southampton’s and 
Celtic’s results. 


for the club is fantastic, 
we’ve gone up and up. 

“Pochettino has taken 
them to another level. 

“A football club is built on 
its history, its players, the 
personalities at the club 
over the years. 

“I’m not in it for the free¬ 
bies, I’d happily pay for 
tickets, but to see the old 
footballers around the hos¬ 
pitality suites, walking 
around and talking, that is 
what a football is built on. 

“When we played at The 
Dell, we’d go down to the 
supporters’ club after the 
match and have some 
beers. 

“Then following that we’d 
head out to the centre of 
town to some clubs. 

“There is none of that 
now.” 


Ted thought he got toe best from 
me, and that was it... it was a shock 


going very well so I just 
stopped playing. 

“I don’t know why I want¬ 
ed to give up. 

“The idea was to go to 
Blackpool, I was given a 
free transfer and Ted Bates 
said to me ‘if you are sensi¬ 
ble now you’ll make your¬ 
self a lot of money.’ 

“I was only 27 at the time 
so I had a good few years 
left and I’d spent most of 
my time in Division One 
with the Southampton first- 
team, I had played a few 


hundred games. 

“I wanted to go to a half- 
decent club and I thought 
Blackpool is always up 
there in Division Two. 

“The idea was to go to 
Blackpool and buy a house 
up there before moving 
back down here, because I 
love this area, it’s absolute¬ 
ly beautiful. 

“But it didn’t work out 
and I came home one week¬ 
end and decided that was it, 
enough, and I didn’t play 
football any more. 


“I had a couple of seasons 
with Dave Burnside at Bath 
City in the Southern 
League. I didn’t want to 
drop down from Division 
One to the Southern 
League but Burnside said ‘ 
at least it will keep you fit 
and if a better offer comes 
you can take it.’ 

“After a couple of months 
there I packed it in, I decid¬ 
ed to didn’t like it. 

“Then I had a while with 
Cliff Huxford at 
Basingstoke for a few 


months, just to basically 
keep fit. 

“Within a season I had 
gone to Blackpool, Bath 
and then Basingstoke. 

“I just decided I’d had 
enough and didn’t want to 
play again. 

“It was another ten years 
before I played again, I had 
a job, but I decided I wanted 
to get a little bit fit. 

“I played for The Clump, 
which was the Chillworth 
Arms, and I played for the 
second-team just to keep fit 
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POMPEY FIXTURES 

AUGUST 

Sat 3 Oxford (H) . LI-4 

Agyemang 

Tues6 B’mouth LC1 (A) .L 0-1 
Sat 10 Accrington (A) . . .D 2-2 
Connolly 2 

Sat 17 Morecambe (H). .W 3-0 
Wallace, Connolly, Agyemang 
Sat 24 Mansfield (A) . . . .D 2-2 
Barcham, Connolly 
Sat 31 Chesterfield (H) . .L 0-2 

SEPTEMBER 

Tues 3 Torquay FLT1 (a) .D 0-0 

Won on penalties 

Sat 7 Cheltenham (A) . .D 2-2 


Agyemang, Ertl 

Sat 14 Burton (A).W 2-1 

Holmes, Ferry 

Sat 21 Fleetwood (H) .. .L 0-1 

Sat 28 York (A) .L 2-4 

Wallace, Marquis 

OCTOBER 

Sat 5 Rochdale (H)... .W 3-0 
Ngala 2, Wallace 

9 Oxford (A) JPT.W 2-1 

Marquis, Agyemang 

Sat 12 Plymouth (A) ....D1-1 

Wallace 

Sat 19 Bury (H) .W 1-0 

N’Gala 

Sat 26 Torquay (A). D1-1 

Bird 

NOVEMBER 

Sat 2 Exeter (H).W 3-2 

Holmes, Bird 2 


Sat 9 Stevenage (A, FAC) L 1 -2 
Connolly 

Tue 12 Newport (A, JPT) . L 0-3 
Sat 16 Wimbledon (A) .. .L 0-4 
Sat 23 Scunthorpe (H) . .L 1-2 
Craddock 

Tues 26 Southend (H) ... .L 1-2 
Barcham 

Sat 30 Hartlepool (A) .. .D 0-0 

DECEMBER 

Tues 4 Wycombe (H) 

Barcham, Agyemang 
Sat 14 Newport (H) . 

Sat 21 Bristol Rovers 
Thur 26 Dag & Red .. 

Sun 29 Northampton 


JANUARY 


Wed 1 

Southend. 

■ ■ -(A) 

Sat 4 

Accrington. 

■ ■ .(H) 

Sat 11 

Oxford United .. 

■ ■ -(A) 

Sat 18 

Mansfield. 

• • -(H) 

Sat 25 

Morecambe .... 

■ ■ -(A) 

Tues 28 

Wycombe. 

• • -(A) 


FEBRUARY 


Sat 1 

Torquay. 

• • -(H) 

Sat 8 

Exeter. 

• • -(A) 

Sat 15 

Wimbledon. 

■ ■ -(H) 

Sat 22 

Scunthorpe .... 

• • -(A) 


MARCH 

Chesterfield .(A) 

Cheltenham.(H) 

Burton .(H) 

Fleetwood .(A) 

York .(H) 

Rochdale .(A) 

Newport.(A) 


Sat 5 

APRIL 

Hartlepool . 

• • -(H) 

Sat 12 

Dag & Red. 

■ ■ -(A) 

Sat 19 

Bristol Rovers .. 

■ ■ .(H) 

Mon 21 

Northampton ... 

• • -(A) 

Sat 26 

Bury. 

■ ■ -(A) 

Sat 3 

MAY 

Plymouth. 

■ ■ -(H) 


Sat 1 
Sat 8 
Tues 11 
Sat 15 
Sat 22 
Tues 25 
Sat 29 


. .D 2-2 


.L 0-2 

■ ■ -(A) 

■ ■ -(H) 

■ ■ -(H) 
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THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 

£36,000 

PLUS 70 consolation 

HH pnn noaroct prizes of £15 each week 

■ ST, *M1 OOCnGSl 20 for Southern Daily Echo 

■ M Rl II I mice 20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 

W m ■■ 11 B1 1 IM 1 W 10 for Dorset Echo 

Hi \ prize... 10 for Sunday Independent 


PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of £15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 

20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


RESULTS 


E IND THE BALL is a test of skill 
and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the 
hampton, Bournemouth, Dorset 
Echos, Brighton Argus and Sunday 
Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-clear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will be 
paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 will 
be added to next week’s jackpot and 
£50 will be added to the nearest-miss 
prize. 

The nearest-miss prize will be paid 
out to the competitor whose cross is 
nearest to the centre of the ball when 
there is no jackpot winner. 


When a jackpot has been won the 
next week’s prize reverts back to 
£6,000 and the nearest-miss prize at 
£ 1 , 000 . 

If the Jackpot is not won after 45 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
three nearest miss prizes will be 
awarded totalling £24,000-with a first 
prize of £12,000, a second prize of 
£8,000 and a third prize of £4,000. 

The jackpot for the following week 
will be £26,000 with £1,000 being 
added each week. The nearest miss 
prize will be £2,000 with £50 added 
each week until the jackpot prize 
reaches £50,000. 

If there is still no entry showing the 
exact centre of the ball, the process is 
repeated until there is an exact centre 
of the ball winner. 

If there is more than one winner the 
jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize will 
also be shared. 



Winners 


Competition number S48 


WINNER 


JACKPOT WINNER no 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Mrs S Hiddleston, Poole, Dorset 
who wins the nearest miss prize of £2,450 
The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 


Miss J Blakely, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs B Calland, Southampton, Hants 
Mr C Cantello, Southampton, Hants 
Ms N Davis, Southampton, Hants 
Mr 0 Divers, Southampton, Hants 
Mr D Dumper, Eastleigh, Hants 
Mr R Eniss, Southampton, Hants 
Mr R Frost, Lee- On- The- Solent, Hants 
Mr G Glasspool, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs M Hollins, Southampton, Hants 


Rules 


Mrs C Kingman, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs M Martin, Southampton, Hants 
Mr R Middleton, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs M Phillips, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs M Phillips, Fareham, Hants 
Mr D Randell, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs B Rogers, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs H Spencer, Southampton, Hants 
Mr J Wiseman, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs B Wood, Southampton, Hants 


1. You are allowed a minimum of 60 crosses and a maximum of 325 per coupon. Coupons with 326 or 
more will be disqualified. Entries altered defaced or mutilated will be invalid. Crosses must be distinct 
and separate. 2 . Competitors may submit as many coupons as they wish. Members of a family can 
send their entries in one envelope with a covering postal order or cheque. 3. No responsibility can be 
accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 
4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, and 
crossed Co.’ Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6.The Editor’s decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE 
ENTERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members 
of their families are not eligible to enter the competition. 8.Address entries to FTB PO Box 24 
Competitions, Southampton SOI 6 9ZD in a sealed envelope. Understamped entries are not accepted. 
9. Prize monies are held for and on behalf of winners. 10. Do not send cash in the post. 11. Winners will 
be required to participate in publicity. 12. Photocopies not accepted. 13. For rules go to 
www.dailyecho.co.uk/promotions/rules,www.newsquest.co.uk/terms or write in for a copy. 
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TITLE 
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POSTCODE 

DAYTIME 

TELEPHONE 
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125 
CROSSESI 

200 
CROSSESI 


SAVE 

POSTAGE 

For your 
convenience 
coupons may be 
posted in our 

FIND THE BALL 

collecting boxes 
located at selected 
newsagents and all 
branch offices 

Deadlines for branch 
office collection boxes are 
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Bournemouth Echo 

12 noon Tuesday 

Southern Daily Echo 

12noon Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 

Closing time Monday 

Deadlines for selected 
newsagents collection 
boxes as listed in: 
Bournemouth Echo 

closing time Monday 
Southern Daily Echo 
10.00 am Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 

Closing time Monday 

A list of participating 
newsagents will be 
published in the Echos 
on the first Saturday of 
each month 
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Non-leagueAction 




WASHED OUT: Disconsolate faces at the Silverlake Stadium as the match against Chelmsford is called off. 

SPITFIRES FALL 
FOUL OF WEATHER 



Tough for Eastleigh 


EASTLEIGH’S Boxing Day oppo¬ 
nents Dorchester Town have made 
top-flight reinforcements ahead of 
the match. 

Saints youngster Frazer Colmer 
has joined the Skrill South smug¬ 
glers on loan. 

The left-back began his career at 
St Mary’s on a scholarship in 2011 
was initially deputy for Luke Shaw 
in youth team. 

Colmer suffered a nasty injury in 
a game against Chelsea during the 
end of the 2011/12, which seriously 
hampered his progress. 


Following a topsy-turvy cam¬ 
paign with the under-18s in 
2012/13, in which he was injured 
for parts of the season, 

But during spells where he was fit 
he was able to show his versatility 
and his ability to compete at a high 
level. 

The youngster can play at centre- 
back but favours a full-back role. 

The 19-year-old received a schol¬ 
arship extension at the of his schol¬ 
arship in 2013. 

He will be available for the 
Spitfires clash tie on Boxing Day. 


AFTER a week of festive joy at Eastleigh things were slight¬ 
ly dampened on Saturday on Stoneham Lane. 

After much ‘umming and arring’ referee Chris Powell decided the 
pitch at the Silverlake Stadium was not fit to play on for the Skrill 
South fixture against Chelmsford City. 

The week started off with a famous victory over Gateshead in the 
FA Trophy Second Round which was accompanied by the news of 
manager Richard Hill’s first contract at the club. 

That was then followed by a dramatic late 2-1 win at Dover Athletic 
on Tuesday night. 

Despite the weather the Spitfires faithful remained stubborn and 
worked for hours to attempt to clear some of the deluge that had sub¬ 
merged the Silverlake Stadium. 

And it look at as if their hard-work had paid off with the pitch look¬ 
ing in, slightly damp, but playable condition, thanks to supporters 
and club officials graft. 

But at 2.15,45 minutes before kick off, Powell made his decision not 
to go ahead with the game. 

Hill was respectful of that decision and knew he had the best inter¬ 
est of the players at heart. 

“I wanted to play, their manager wanted to play, but the referee has 
a duty of care to the players and he’s decided that he deemed the 
pitch not fit enough to play,” he said. 

“That’s his decision like I said to him. He could have potentially 
waited until 3.30 and delayed the kick off but sooner or later you 
have to make a decision and to his credit at least he made a decision. 

“He’s given the pitch several opportunities but the weather isn’t 
getting any better, is it? If anything it’s getting a little bit worse but 
we’ve had lots of people come and try and get the game on. 

“It’s a bit of a kick in the teeth for them but you can’t help what falls 
out the sky, none of us can help that.” 

Hill, who put pen to paper on an 18-month deal last week, was 
greatly appreciative to the fans and others that turned out to attempt 
to make the pitch playable. 

“That is systematic to the football supporters,” he said. 

“It shows their enthusiasm that they have for this football club and 
its not just today it was the other week when we played 
Farnborough, it was last January when we had snow on the ground 
and when we tried to get the game for Truro going ahead. 

“These people have a great enthusiasm for this football club and 
when they’re asked to volunteer, they come in their numbers and 
credit to them.” 


Totton 
are given 
no mercy 

IT WAS another forgettable day for 
Steve Riley’s dishevelled AFC Totton 
side as they slumped to a 6-0 defeat at St 
Neots Town in Calor Southern Premier 
League. 

In a game which was pitched as a must 
win for both sides in the scrap for sur¬ 
vival in the league; the Stags suc¬ 
cumbed with their hosts in a dominant 
mood, writes PETER HOWARD. 

Jake Wolley, Matt Nolan and Jay 
Davies blasted the Cambridgeshire side 
into an early lead before Nolan again 
scored and, Lewis Hilliard and new 
striker Shane Tolley blasted home to 
send Steve Riley’s side on a long 130 
mile trip home. 

And the boss thought his side were out 
of their depth. “It’s one of those games 
you want to forget,” he said. 

“It was men against boys the whole 
match, we’ve conceded three quick 
goals and that was our downfall, I can’t 
knock their spirit and heart but St 
Neots are a strong side. 

“The position St Neots are in is com¬ 
pletely false, they are strong in every 
single position they added to their team 
and I can’t see why they won’t continue 
to climb the table. 

“We were missing a couple of senior 
players and that effected us, it never 
was going our way from the outset. 

“The passing didn’t link up and we 
didn’t get the basics right unfortunate¬ 
ly, that bubble has burst after the 
Chippenham win.” 

The Testwood Stadium side were com¬ 
ing off the back of a 3-1 victory over the 
Bluebird last weekend and that gave 
Riley hopes that the St Neots tie could 
be winnable. 

But with Ryan Hill and Chris 
Onoufriou pulling out at the last minute 
as well as Zac Mouland suspended the 
trip to the Saints was never going to be 
an easy one for Riley’s men. 

“It’s been inconsistency all round 
unfortunately, I can’t fault the work 
rate but with some of our key players 
absent we were always going to under¬ 
perform and St Neots turned out to be 
no pushovers,” he said. 

To rub salt into already sore wounds 
Totton’s ‘keeper Joe McCormack was 
given a straight red for bundling a St 
Neots attacker in the box. Hilliard dis¬ 
patched the penalty against the Stags 
substitute stopper. 

“It was disappointing I heard several 
people say he’s got a touch on the ball 
and it was running wide anyway, I 
wouldn’t have said it was a clear goal¬ 
scoring chance,” Riley said about the 
sending off. 

“I thought to send him off was harsh. 
Obviously we’re returning home very 
frustrated but they were a very good 
side and we must pick ourselves up and 
go again, there are several crucial 
matches coming up that we need to be 
ready for. 

“In every department they were 
strong, they were pumped up for this 
match and the performance they turn 
out was very powerful.” 

Totton are next in action against rock- 
bottom Bashley in a crunch clash at the 
New Forest Club on Boxing Day. 

Totton:Joe McCormack, Dan Beckles, 
Andrew Bridge, Alex Moth, Rob Flooks, Liam 
Hibberd, Sam House, Lewis Ross, Taylor 
Edwards, Luke Roberts, James Jennings, 
Subs: Kane Crisp, Chris Onoufriou, Chris 
Ferrett, Steve Riley, Steve Mowthorpe. 
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WHY would a sane sportsman and 
double world champion retire in his 
prime, aged 27, rejecting an eye¬ 
watering chance to virtually double 
his already considerable wages? 

The smalltown boy from Kurri 
Kurri in New South Wales, who 
grew up to be such hot stuff on 
the tarmac, reveals all in this com¬ 
pelling autobiography. 

Casey Stoner was only 14 when 
he followed his dream from 
Australia to Southport, living in a 
caravan with his parents and often 
existing on beans on toast before 
the good times rolled. 

He soon cut a swathe through 
the likely lads in the 125cc and 
250cc categories before making 
his MotoGP debut in 2006. The 
rest is history as Stoner became 
world champion the following year 
with Ducati and again in 2011 with 
Honda after enduring the lowest 
period of his career. 

In 2009 he was struck by a 'mys¬ 
tery' illness and he makes no 



bones about it - people he 
believed were close to him in the 
sport let him down, badly. 

As sickness caused his level of 
performance and results to 
inevitably dip, the lack of support 
and, worse, allegations that he was 
'swinging the lead' sowed the 
seeds of disillusionment. 

Feeling regularly shattered, his 
condition was misdiagnosed as 
chronic fatigue syndrome. 

Accusations of depression and 
psychological problems did not 
endear him to his paymasters at 
Ducati. 

A picture of him relaxing on a 
fishing trip was used as evidence 
by critics that he was happy to 
take the money and run. 

Stoner is scathing of insiders 
who had a pop at him, arguing; ”A 
rider doesn’t go from being ultra- 
competitive for two years and then 
just drop off the face of the earth 
because ‘it’s in his head’. It is 
absurd for anyone to even think 
that.” 

During his enforced break, 
Stoner’s uncluttered mind con¬ 
cluded that there were other things 
in life apart from racing and that he 
didn’t want money to be a motivat¬ 
ing factor. 

But there was still a bit to prove 
on the track, and prove it he did 
with that second world title. 

Pushing the Limits is the uplifting 
story of a young Australian who 
took on the world on his terms, his 
way...and won. 


EDDIE STICKS WITH HIS 
SID PLAHS TOR POOLE 



to purchase a majority 
shareholding in Poole 
Town. 

The Sandbanks-based 
property developer is now 
heavily involved in the 
Southern League outfit’s 
attempts to finally end their 
painstaking search for a 
new stadium. 

While the Dolphins previ¬ 
ously had plans to move to 
Bearwood, Mitchell con¬ 
firmed that his preference 
was to build the proposed 
venue in a central Poole 
location. 

And although he has yet 
to find a definite area to 
press on for planning per¬ 
mission, he insists there are 
potential sites near 
Tatnam, Poole Stadium and 
Holes Bay. 

Mitchell told the Daily 
Echo: “The plans are for a 
stadium which would 
enable us to get as far as 
Conference level or even 
the lower divisions of the 
Football League. 

“It would be one that 
could be put anywhere, so 
to speak, and it is afford¬ 
able. 

“But, ideally, it would suit 
a location like Tatnam 
which is pretty central to 
Poole and where people can 
park and walk or get the 
train and walk. 

“Poole’s problem is find¬ 
ing a home for it and that is 
where I come in. It is going 
to be a difficult task, but 
unless we get it out there 
and get in amongst it, we 
are not going to find it. 


Ideally, it would be as close 
to Poole Stadium as possi¬ 
ble. 

“Some of the land is in pri¬ 
vate hands and there are 
areas which are owned by 
local authorities. It is a case 
of this is what we want to 
do, this is what we want to 
offer the community, we 
have the manpower to do it 
and we could find the 
money to do it, so let’s give 
it to the community and 
unearth the land some¬ 
where. 

“The conurbation of Poole 
is a big place, it is up and 
coming and why shouldn’t 
it have a community base 
like a permanent football 
ground. I want to make it 
work and I am going to 
make it work.” 

Dolphins vice-chairman 
Chris Reeves said: “We are 
delighted to have Eddie 
involved and he has been a 
breath of fresh air.” 

Mitchell suggested the 
new ground could eventual¬ 
ly have a capacity up to 
about 4,000. Although the 
club gets far smaller atten¬ 
dances - their average 
league crowd this season is 
395 - that size of stadium 
would meet the necessary 
ground-grading require¬ 
ments to climb the divi¬ 
sions. 

The Dolphins, founded 
in 1890, have been blighted 
by ground problems since 
being kicked out of Poole 
Stadium - their home for 61 
years - in 1994. Poole moved 
to their current base on a 
school playing field 
at Tatnam in 2005. 


EDDIE Mitchell has 
unveiled ambitious 
plans for Poole Town’s 
proposed new stadium 
with the promise: “I am 
going to make it work.” 

In designs released exclu¬ 
sively to The Daily Echo’s 
sister paper in 
Bournemouth the former 
Cherries chairman 

revealed his vision to find 
the club a permanent home. 

Mitchell, who sold his 
stake in AFC Bournemouth 
in September, last week 
acquired a two-year option 


Newport recovery 
boosts Brougham 


NEWPORT IOW boss Steve 
Brougham was happy with his 
team’s response after suffer¬ 
ing a 2-1 defeat at home to 
Sydenhams Premier Division 
strugglers Totton & Eling two 
weeks ago. 

Since then, Brougham’s 
high-fliers demolished lowly 
Fawley AFC 5-0 last 
Wednesday and drew with 
AFC Portchester 1-1 on 
Tuesday, writes PETER 
HOWARD. 

That dismal defeat meant 
Port’s title ambitions have 
been seriously dented, but 
Brougham has nonetheless 


been pleased with his team’s 
recent results and feels his 
side is still under develop¬ 
ment. 

“I’m happy with the 
response from the squad; we 
had to turn it around after that 
defeat,” he said. 

“It is all part of the up and 
down of a season but we need 
to start avoiding those silly 
defeats. 

“If we want to be one of 
those top sides we need to 
start grinding out results like 
Sholing and Winchester do. 

“It’s still a case for us if we 
aren’t playing overly well we 


do slip up and that’s a prob¬ 
lem, we need to change that, 
but that will come with time, 
we’re still developing and 
building a team here. 

“These things take time, we 
are one or two players short 
of being a real threat I have no 
doubt.” 

Brougham was pleased to 
welcome back Oli Fleming 
and Jake Younie following 
injury for the Portchester 
match and ahead of 
Christmas and New Year 
clashes against lowly sides 
Romsey Town and 
Bournemouth. 


MAN ON A 
MISSION: Eddie 
Mitchell has big 
plans for Poole 
Town. 
Right: Poole’s 
present ground 
at Tatnum. 


Today’s national results are on page 48 
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Town ‘buzzing 1 
at survival bid 


Romsey Town boss Carl 
Bennett insists the dress¬ 
ing room at the Bypass 
Ground is “buzzing” for the 
Sydenhams Premier 
Division relegation scrap 
that lies ahead of them. 

The last four games have seen 
narrow defeats for Bennett’s 
men to Bemerton Heath 
Harlequins, Christchurch, 
Moneyfields and Whitchurch, 
writes Peter Howard. 

And, despite that frustration, 
the manager remains opti¬ 
mistic about retaining the 
club’s Wessex Premier status, 
ahead of monumentally tough 
ties against Newport IOW next 
Saturday before taking on 
table toppers Winchester 72 
hours later on the last Monday 
of the month. 

“We are getting there; every¬ 
one is still buzzing around the 
place, there is a lot of positivi¬ 
ty,” Bennett said. “Those 
defeats are frustrating, we 
should have won a few of them 


but there is no point in letting 
our heads drop, there is still 
along way to go.” 

Despite Bennett’s optimism, 
rock-bottom Romsey have a 
long injury list to tackle with 
Sol Asajile still sidelined, 
Gareth Snelling (collarbone) 
out for around three months as 
well as Jordan Parker, Danilo 
Cadete and Alomgir Kabir also 
on the treatment table. 

To add to that, Ryan Lambert 
and David Maps are suspend¬ 
ed, although Danny Phillips 
and Craig Vigar both return 
from injury to help the deplet¬ 
ed Bypass boys. 

Former manager Danny 
Barker, who has return to 
Romsey in a playing capacity, 
will be available for action and 
Bennett is relieved to have 
such an experienced head in 
the squad. 

“We’ve got Danny Barker 
back in there, even though he’s 
miles from match fitness it is 
great to have an experienced 
head,” Bennett said. “He has 


the ability to keep the ball and 
orchestrate play, he can be 
very important to our survival 
hopes with his work-rate and 
experience on the pitch. 

“It’s an incredibly youthful 
side we have here, the only 
other play over 25 is Ross 
Gregory; everyone else is still 
so young.” 

Romsey round off a torrid 
year against Newport and 
Winchester with just six wins 
in the whole of 2013, but that 
hasn’t taken away Bennett’s 
expectations. 

“We need to play with no fear, 
the last few results have been 
disappointing but for the most 
part we’ve played incredibly 
well in those matches, other 
than the first-half against 
Whitchurch,” he said. 

“We have to concentrate on 
our game; I can feel we are on 
the brink of a few wins.” 

Luke Walker bagged a brace 
for Whitchurch at the Bypass 
last Saturday, with Maps grab¬ 
bing the goal for Romsey. 


Non-league 
News 


WINCHESTER City boss Neil 
Hards insists that the signing 
of goalkeeper Daniel Chapman, 
from Stockbridge, is only as 
cover for his first choice stop¬ 
per Ross Casey. 


Casey, the former AFC Totton 
custodian, was dropped as first 
choice following the arrival of 
the now departed Stewart 
Kearn, who had come in as an 
experienced replacement for 
the youngster. 


Former boss Graham Kemp 
took the 19-year-old out of the 
firing line with the signing of 
the former co-manager of 
Calor Southern Premier smug¬ 
glers Bashley in October, after 
a superb start to the campaign 
began to wane. 


But since the arrival of Hards 
two months ago, Casey has 
turned out some top notch per¬ 
formances, including a com¬ 
manding appearance in the 3-0 
win over AFC Portchester in 
Sydenhams Premier Division 
two weeks’ ago. 


The boss, who has goalkeep¬ 
ing experience in the past, 
brought in Chapman from the 
Division One outfit not only as 
cover but as competition for 
Casey too, who has kept five 
clean-sheets in as many 
games. 

“Ross is in superb form, he’s 
very confident at the moment, 
doing everything right and he 
is certainly my number one,” 
Hards said. 



“He’s a young lad with an 
abundance of ability. When we 
came in we helped him and 
changed a few things in his 
game and he’s 
listened and 
reacted well 
to that 
advice. 

“We spoke 
about his 
starting 
position so 
he’s playing 
as almost a 


NEIL HARDS 


sweeper. 

He’s coming out and claiming 
balls that he probably won’t 
have done eight weeks ago. 


“His shot stopping and deci¬ 
sion making is outstanding; 
he’s got a lot of ability and we 
just had to hone it. 


“Everyone is going to make 
errors, but it’s how you react 
to that mistake that’s impor¬ 
tant. I have full confidence in 
Ross; I give him my full back¬ 
ing.” 

Chapman, who had spent sev¬ 
eral seasons at Alresford 
before moving to the Robins, 
has joined former Stockbridge 
teammate Daryl Phillips at the 
Denplan City Ground. 


Keep up to date with football all week in the Daily Echo 
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Eastleigh 2013/14 
Conference South 


August 

17 Sutton (H) W1-0 

Odubade 

20 Bath City (A) W1-0 

Strevens 

24 Basingstoke (A).LO-2 

26 Havant and W (H) ...DO-O 
31 Boreham Wood (A) . .W 3-0 

McAllister, Fleetwood, Reason 

September 

7 Bromley (H).W 2-1 

McAllister, Fleetwood 
14 Maidenhead (A) ... .W 3-1 

Odubade 2, McAllister 

17 Eastbourne (H) .W 2-0 

Reason, Southam 

21 Hayes and Y (H) ....W1-0 
McAllister 


HILL READY TO 

JOB AT EASTLEi 


October 

5 Concord (H) .D 1-1 

Reason 

8 Ebbsfleet (A) . LI-3 

Fleetwood 

19 Staines (H) . W1-0 

Reason 

November 

2 Sutton (A) .D 1-1 

McAllister 

9 Farnborough (H).W 1-0 

McAllister 

12 Gosport (A) .W 2-0 


Odubade, Southam 



CRAIG MCALLISTER 


23 Tonbridge (H) . 

.L 1-2 

Collins 


December 


17 Dover (A) . 

.W 2-1 

Strevens, Fleetwood 


21 Chelmsford City .... 

...(H) 

26 Dorchester Town . . . 

• ■ -(A) 

28 Bath City . 

■ ■ -(H) 

January 


1 Dorchester Town .... 

...(H) 

4 Eastbourne Borough . 

. . . (A) 

11 Bishop’s Stortford . . 

• ■ -(A) 

18 Gosport Borough . . . 

...(H) 

21 Weston-super-Mare . 

. . . (A) 

25 Ebbsfleet United . . . 

■ ■ -(H) 

28 Bromley. 

. . . (A) 

February 


1 Whitehawk. 

. . . (A) 

8 Maidenhead United . . 

...(H) 

15 Tonbridge Angels . . . 

. . . (A) 

22 Farnborough . 

• ■ -(A) 

March 


1 Weston-super-Mare . . 

■ ■ -(H) 

8 Concord Rangers .... 

. . . (A) 

15 Bishop's Stortford . . 

■ ■ -(H) 

22 Staines Town. 

... (A) 

29 Hayes and Yeading U 

..(A) 

April 


5 Whitehawk. 

...(H) 

12 Chelmsford City . . . . 

• • -(A) 

19 Basingstoke Town . . 

...(H) 

21 Havant and W . 

• ■ -(A) 

26 Boreham Wood . . . . 

■ ■ -(H) 

TBA: Dover . 

■ ■ -(H) 


RICHARD Hill might not strike 


I 


his observers as a man who 
could be struck by any meas¬ 
ure of insecurity. Moreover, 
few of those same onlookers 
would have suspected that 
the feeling could affect him to 
an extent whereby it would 
force him to compromise his 
strong-held football beliefs. 

It is only now, however, upon 
signing his first contract since 
taking charge at Eastleigh FC in 
September 2012, that the club’s 
fiercely ambitious manager feels 
wholly emboldened to approach 
the job in exactly the fashion he 
wishes, writes PAUL MCNAMA¬ 
RA. 

“I still have to win the next game 
but, working without a contract, I 
have found at times, that if we 
haven’t had a positive result in the 
previous game you tend to think 
differently than you otherwise 
would. You feel you have to win 
the next game. 





Dispensable 

“We’re all dispensable but, in 
your own mind, you feel far more 
so when you don’t have a contract. 
There have been a couple of 
times, even last season when, 
after a poor result, you go into the 
next game and perhaps try and 
force things, and make decisions 
you ideally wouldn’t have made. 

“It’s a frame of mind you fall 
into because of the insecurity of 
the job. I have said all along ‘This 
is how I earn my money. This is 
how I pay my bills, and buy my 
kids’ first car’. If you have a con¬ 
tract of employment it just gives 
you that extra security. 

“There have been half-a-dozen 
or so times when I’ve had to rein 
my thoughts in and avoid going 
gung-ho to try and win a game, 
when doing so could have caused 
us to lose the game. I’ve actually 
been brought up on the belief that 
if your last result wasn’t positive 
then you should take a step back, 
be hard to play against, get a 
foothold in the game, and go from 
there. If you’re just desperate to 
chase a win, you miss that step 
out.” 

On Tuesday, days after signing 
his new 18-month deal, Hill took 
his side to Dover Athletic for a 



Conference South league fixture. 
The mental relief granted by that 
precious security, in this most 
capricious of industries, took 
immediate hold. 

“Going to Dover I had no doubt 
we’d win. As a manager you just 
get a feeling for the next game. 
That comes from seeing the play¬ 
ers on the training ground and 
knowing how they’re playing. I 
know at one point it didn’t look 
too great (when Eastleigh fell a 
goal behind with 14 minutes to 
play, before going on to win 2-1) 
but I was extremely confident 
we’d win. I don’t know if that’s 
because signing the contract has 
calmed me down a little bit.” 

On a practical level, Hill is now 
able to give his full attention to 


the wider aspirations of this 
upwardly mobile club, and its 
determined and enthusiastic 
owner, Stewart Donald. Indeed, 
the manager cites the close work¬ 
ing relationship he enjoys with 
his boss as an essential element in 
his desire to lead the Spitfires into 
their prosperous future. 

Honourable 

“This allows me to look forward. 
I’ve had a conversation with 
Stewart about player recruitment 
and what might happen, depend¬ 
ent upon various future scenar¬ 
ios. That’s not something I’d have 
been comfortable with prior to me 
signing a contract. 

“I’ve got a great relationship 


with Stewart. As he said, there’s 
never been a reason in his eyes for 
me to have a contract, and I’ve not 
been too concerned because I 
know Stewart’s an honourable 
man. Sometimes, though, you do 
need that extra - a guaranteed 
assurance rather than just simple 
assurance. 

“There’s been speculation 
regarding me going to one 
Conference Premier club, and 
talk about me going to another 
club because of my relationship 
with the manager there. 

“I think there were one or two 
people around this football club, 
when that speculation arose, who 
voiced their concern at potential¬ 
ly having to find another manager 
at this point in the season. 


NON-LEAGUE STORY TO TELL? CALL WENDY GEE ON 02 
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SETTLED AT THE SILVER LAKE: 
Richard Hill has signed his fii;st 
ever Eastleigh contract. 


iii 


p I had a conversation with another 
I Conference South manager who told 
1 me he’d love to be earning my wage. 
When he eventually told me how 
much he earned, it turned out to be 
more 


“I’ve never given Eastleigh an ultima¬ 
tum. Stewart asked me ‘Are you going?’ I 
said ‘I don’t know’, and he said there and 
then ‘Will you sign a contract?’ I accepted 
straight away. We didn’t even discuss 
money initially. I’ll be well rewarded if 
we’re successful, but I’ve not had a mas¬ 
sive increase in my salary at all. 


Tested 


“I had a conversation with another 
Conference South manager who told me 
he’d love to be earning my wage. When 
he eventually told me how much he 
earned, it turned out to be more than me. 
He couldn’t believe it.” 

The bond between these two key figures 
at the Silverlake Stadium has, according 
to Hill, been tested on just one occasion. 
That moment arrived when the club was 


at its lowest ebb, and might yet 
prove to be one of the most deci¬ 
sive episodes in the evolution of 
Eastleigh FC. 

“There has to be a trust between 
a manager and his chairman, even 
if you’re not always going to get on. 

I’ve only ever had one awkward con¬ 
versation with Stewart - although he’ll 
say it wasn’t. It certainly was from my 
point of view. After the Bromley game 
last season, (on January 5 when Eastleigh 
lost 3-1 to drop to 21st place in the league) 
I received a phone call from him (Donald) 
the next morning to say ‘What are we 
going to do to get out of this?’ 

“He wanted to know why, from being a 
side that before the season started was 
widely tipped to be promoted, we were 
facing a battle to avoid relegation. 

Continued on page 26 


FINISH 
1GHM 


3 8042 4483 OR EMAIL wendy.gee@dailyecho.co.uk 


Non-league 

News 


Lew beauties: 
Follands coach 
lauds team for 
B&L hammering 


IN THE eyes of Folland 
Sports head coach, Dave 
Lewis, his side did not receive 
the credit they deserved fol¬ 
lowing the 5-0 win over 
Blackfield & Langley last 
weekend. 

The circus that ensued fol¬ 
lowing the Planemakers’ win 
- in Lewis’ opinion - took 
away the value of an excel¬ 
lent performance for his 
youthful side. 

Ryan Long’s (pictured 
below) hat-trick and goals 
from Matt Burt and Jamie 
Barron secured the famous 
win, stretching the team’s 
unbeaten run to five games. 

Glen Burnett’s departure at 
the helm of B&L as well as 



the injury crisis at Gang 
Warily grabbed all the head¬ 
lines following the result. 

And Lewis was angered by 
the lack of focus on his team, 
who have lost just once in 
nine matches in the 
Sydenhams Premier Division. 

“There was more interest in 
what was going on off the 
pitch than what was going on 
on it,” he said. 

“Blackfield & Langley put 
out an extremely experienced 
and talented Wessex side and 
we came out on top - that 
proves something. 

“We inflicted the heaviest 
defeat on Blackfield in two 
years and I don’t think 
enough credit was given to 
our young players. 

“We’ve been preparing for 
weeks to take a big scalp like 
this and we finally have and 
we are immensely proud of 
the progress we’ve made as a 
club. 

“I think there needs to be 
credit where credit’s due; we 
were absolutely outstanding. 
We’ve been steadily progress¬ 
ing and have an emerging 
young side - I feel they 
deserve the credit and not 
that Blackfield had eight 
players out injured. We had 
our own injury woes. 

“The lads felt ready to go 
out and win the match and it 
is a culmination of our mas¬ 
terplan that saw us win the 
game because they still had a 
very, very strong side out. 

“We have been working hard 
and I’m very passionate 
about our development as a 
club.” 
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From page 25 

“I explained that I needed to make 
changes. I’d given opportunities to 
the players that I had. The club had 
spent a lot of money, but there were 
players I decided I wanted to move 
on, and to do so would cost a lot more 
money. If they left, we had to bring in 
others to replace them. 

“I basically said to Stewart, 
‘Perhaps you can find another man¬ 
ager and then this squad will have 
got two managers the sack or, this is 
what I would like you to do but it will 
cost you ‘X’ amount’. 

“He listened to me speak and said 
‘go and do it’. I’ve got huge respect 
for him to do that. At the time we 
were all getting a lot of grief, even 
becoming a bit of a laughing stock. It 
would have been easy for him to 
move me on and got somebody else 
in, so you’ve got to pay Stewart a lot 
of credit for that.” 

The ensuing action was swift and 
decisive. This Spitfires squad that 
sits second in the league, and is look¬ 
ing forward to a home tie against 
Dover in the last-16 of the FA 
Trophy, is the result of a significant 
facelift undertaken in the wake of 
Hill and Donald’s seismic Bromley 
post-mortem. 

“I’m not saying the players that I 
wanted to leave were bad players, 
but maybe they weren’t quite of the 
quality or, in some cases, the charac¬ 
ter that I wanted at the time. 

“I speak to Ian Baird (Hill’s prede¬ 
cessor at the Silverlake helm), 
below, regularly now and get on well 
with him. I think he brought some 
very good players to the football 
club, but maybe they didn’t all have 
the best interests of Eastleigh FC or 
Ian Baird at heart. 

Crime 

“We’ve now been able to bring 
players into the club who have a lot 
of self-respect. I say to them, ‘You 
can let your wife, your kids, or your 
parents down, but they’ll still love 
you. The biggest crime for me, in any 
walk of life, is to let yourself down’.” 

“I think we’ve got a group of lads 
who all have an inner self-respect 
and don’t want to let themselves 
down. That produces a team ethic, 
whereby you don’t want to let people 
down who are close to you. We’ve got 
a quite a bond within this squad. 
That was epitomised by our first goal 
against Gateshead (in the Spitfires’ 
2-0 FA Trophy victory last 
Saturday). Yemi Odubade had made 
a forward run and Ben Strevens 
filled his position. Their goalkeeper 
ended up throwing the ball straight 
to Strevens and we went on to score. 
That all happened because Strevens 
looked after Yemi. He knew, from 
our work on the training ground, 
that was his job. 

“When you put a team together 
everybody’s character is dif¬ 
ferent, but they all have to 
buy into what you are try¬ 
ing to achieve - and the / 
team ethic. If you have 
eight, nine, ten players fa? 
that have that team ethic, f 
and have won things 
before, it’s easier to intro- 
duce players that don’t have . 
that ethic or winning experi- ^ 
ence because the minority ’ 
will follow the majority.” 

The upturn in his team’s on- 
pitch fortunes has, Hill says, pre¬ 
sented him with a new chal- j 
lenge when he is tasked \ 



‘Our supporters are great I’m sure if we’d have gone and 
played in Calais the other night people would have gone’ 

• ‘When I had the chance to stay here, with that additional 
r, I didn’t consider doing anything else 


with convincing his transfer targets 
that Eastleigh should be their next 
home. 

“When I signed Dean Beckwith and 
Chris Todd (in January) my job was 
to convince them that we were better 
than results suggested - and I’m still 
not sure how I did that. When I sat 
down in the summer to speak with 
Yemi, Jamie Collins, 
Strevens, Stuart 

Fleetwood, Will Evans 
and Damian Batt, I told 
them that I want to 
win, and that they 
had to share that 
drive. Every single 
one of them assured 
me they did. They’ve 
all had success, and 
they want more. They 
all have an inherent 
desire to win.” 

Of course, a 
success- 
f u 1 


X 



recruitment policy can pose prob¬ 
lems of its own. 

“I’ve got 18 players to keep happy. I 
have told them, it’s a long, long sea¬ 
son. I’m not going to take any 
chances with players who have any 
niggles, and by playing will risk 
being out for an extra few weeks. 
Every one of them knows that if they 
accept that, and they all work togeth¬ 
er, then we’ll win together. 

“I have to make sure, that when the 
lads come off having won a 
Saturday, we don’t just praise the 11 
or 12 that played in the game. We 
have to keep the others involved as 
well, and make them feel it’s their 
win to share in, or they’ll soon feel 
left out.” 

Eastleigh’s ousting from the 
Trophy of Gateshead - the club’s 
maiden competitive victory over a 
Conference Premier outfit - was 
widely acknowledged by the 
Spitfires faithful as their side’s finest 
performance of the season and, in 
some cases, one of the best they have 
witnessed at the Silverlake. 


The reasons for the coming togeth¬ 
er of that sparkling display against 
reputedly superior opponents are, in 
the manager’s opinion, two-fold - 
and can be found in the attitudes of 
both sets of players. 

“I think you’ve seen in that game 
what can happen when teams actual¬ 
ly come and attack us. Give 
Gateshead a lot of credit because 
they came and didn’t stick men 
behind the ball; they wanted to win 
the match. It is frustrating for our 
supporters when teams come and 
just sit men behind the ball. There’s 
no space and we’ve got to try and 
break them down. 

“Last week I asked the lads ‘Do you 
think we’ve played well yet?’ They 
all agreed they hadn’t, and felt they’d 
only performed in fits and starts. 
None of them believed that, as indi¬ 
viduals, they had played well over a 
number of games. 

“I agreed with the lads. We’ve 
played all right, but we haven’t 
played well. Consider though, we’ve 
just come out of a ‘blip’ in which, 


before Tuesday, we’d taken 11 points 
from seven games. We’d have been 
over the moon with that last year.” 

Two days after their ready admis¬ 
sion that they were yet to hit the 
required heights, Eastleigh’s foot¬ 
ballers left all in attendance at the 
Gateshead clash with no doubt as to 
why they are so highly regarded. 

Consistency 

Why, then, has consistency, thus 
far, proved elusive? 

“That is partly due to what hap¬ 
pens at this level of football. When a 
season doesn’t go well, sides typical¬ 
ly screw up the original plans and 
start all over again. You end up with 
12 new players coming in, and you’re 
hoping they’re all going to play well 
at the same time. That’s not impossi¬ 
ble, but you’re asking for a lot. 

“A few of our lads have had spells 
with each other at other clubs but, 
collectively, you are asking for all 
these players to play well together at 
the same time and it doesn’t instant- 
















































SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2013 


THE DAILY ECHO 


Non-league Football 




POWERS OF PERSUASION: Eastleigh boss Richard Hill (left-hand page) is still not sure how he convinced Dean Beckwith, above, and Chris 
Todd, inset, to sign for the Spitfires. 


ly work. It is extremely difficult to 
bring a new group together and then 
play well in 42 league matches.” 

It is a point of contention for Hill 
that when his side does win - some¬ 
thing that has been a satisfyingly 
routine occurrence during the 50- 
year-old’s Silverlake tenure to date - 
there are plenty of Spitfires detrac¬ 
tors quick to dismiss the achieve¬ 
ment as simply what should be 
expected of ‘moneybags’ Eastleigh. 

“We regularly have to deal with sit¬ 
uations like Tuesday night. Dover 
lost and immediately they are say¬ 
ing, ‘What do you expect, look at 
Eastleigh’s wage bill’. 

“It must be great playing us. Other 
managers can have their excuses 
ready. You still have to put those 
players together. I don’t know where 
these people get their ideas from 
about what our wage bill is. I’ve never 
told them, and I think a few would be 
surprised if they knew the truth. 

“I worked extremely hard in the 
summer. Two or three players asked 
me for money I couldn’t give them, 


but I sold them the dream that we 
are aiming to win this league, be suc¬ 
cessful, and compete in the league 
above. I had to convince them that 
we’re doing everything professional¬ 
ly. We have daytime training. The 
training itself is bright, it’s sharp, 
and it’s informative. The players are 
looked after. They have dinner 
together after training. 

Professionalism 

“These are incremental things that 
we’ve introduced as we’ve gone 
along. It’s introducing a degree of 
professionalism, not wildly throwing 
money around.” 

With his club’s large share of out¬ 
side knockers, Hill believes 
Eastleigh’s loyal support has a vital 
part to play in enabling them to go on 
and realise their lofty goals. 

“To travel to Dover on a Tuesday 
night in the numbers they did, in 
horrible conditions and eight days 
before Christmas, I think that’s quite 
a feat. 


“It has been well documented that 
my relationship with the fans hasn’t 
been what it could be at times, but 
I’ll celebrate with the fans and speak 
to people. What frustrates me some¬ 
times is people who, when we win 
are patting me on the back but, if we 
lose will write things about me, as if 
they don’t know me, that depict me 
in a poor light. 

“Football has changed nowadays. If 
you win the players are great. If you 
lose the manager is useless. If a play¬ 
er misses a chance from two yards or 
the goalkeeper lets one in under his 
body, that’s not my fault, but it’s per¬ 
ceived as being so. 

“I’m not a ‘smiley’ person. But, 
deep down I’m very happy. I admit I 
do find the access supporters have to 
me very difficult. It’s not a one-way 
street. Fans have to accept that I do 
have my little quirks as well. 

“I have no right of reply. Despite 
other people telling me not to, I do 
read the supporters’ forum from 
time to time. I do that so as I’m aware 
what they’re thinking and I can then 


respond in interviews. 

“I have to say, though, our support¬ 
ers are great. I’m sure if we’d have 
gone and played in Calais the other 
night people would have gone. It 
takes a lot of commitment to follow a 
football team at any level. To go to 
some of the places that we have to 
away from home takes even more 
commitment. 

Rubbish 

“I have no axe to grind with any of 
our fans. When I’m being chastised 
and having things written about me 
that are rubbish, it’s only then that I 
don’t have the time of day for those 
people.” 

The manager makes no effort to 
conceal his excitement at being 
handed the opportunity to continue 
nurturing his ‘fantastic’ squad of 
players. Nor does he disguise what a 
heady time this is to be a part of the 
club - in whatever form that might 
take. 

“It’s a great time for anybody to be 


involved with Eastleigh - from the 
owner right through to the ladies 
who prepare the dinners for us each 
week. I’ve had two calls from play¬ 
ers just this week that would love to 
come and play for Eastleigh. In fact, 
I’d love to play for Eastleigh. Our 
supporters are integral to that as 
well. 

“I don’t want to make any enemies 
with our fans. There’s some very 
nice people there, and plenty who 
have been incredibly supportive of 
me. I’ve had messages from people 
telling me that they’re delighted I’m 
staying. 

“I think it’s great to be at this club. 
If the opportunity of another job 
comes along that gives me more 
security than the one I’ve got then 
that has to be considered, regardless 
of the club it’s with. There are people 
in all walks of life that move to a job 
which might not be quite as good as 
the one they have, but it is more 
secure. 

Security 

“When I had the chance to stay 
here, with that additional security, I 
didn’t consider doing anything else. 
The only way you go somewhere else 
as a manager is if you win some¬ 
thing, and I’ve not won anything yet. 

“But, if the club achieves its ambi¬ 
tions, what’s the point in being any¬ 
where else?” 

A final thought, then, on where Hill 
sees that ambition having taken 
Eastleigh when his initial 18 month 
terms have run their course. 

“The aim is to be in the Conference 
Premier. Whether we get to that 
position this season has a lot to do 
with the FA Trophy. If, for argu¬ 
ment’s sake, we beat Dover, we could 
end up having a quarter-final and 
both legs of a semi-final to play on 
Saturdays in February, which obvi¬ 
ously causes the league fixtures to 
back up. 

“I’m not saying we’ll win the 
Trophy, but I have said we can have 
a good run in it. There’s a long way 
to go, but that could have a bearing. 
It would have been easy to lose at 
Maidstone (in the final qualifying 
round) and blame their 3G pitch, but 
I’ve said all along my job is to win 
football matches, no matter what 
competition they’re in. 

“At the end of the 18 months I’d like 
to think we’re in the Conference 
Premier, or just going into it. In fact, 
I think that’s what is expected. All 
we can do is keep putting together a 
squad of good players, keep our fin¬ 
gers crossed they’re fit, and try and 
continue to do what I’ve been doing. 

“We’ll always try and win the next 
match. Against Gateshead, we went 
right at them. It would have been 
easy to step back and say ‘If we get a 
draw great, if we lose let’s keep it to 
1-0 and we’ll get a pat on the back 
and move on’. 

“We showed in a one-off game that 
we can compete at Conference 
Premier level. Consider as well, that 
Gateshead ran Oxford United very 
close over two games in the FA Cup. 
I believe that if we were promoted 
my players would be better players 
in the Premier.” 

If they have a chance to prove Hill 
correct, those players will be guided 
by a manager whose resolve to make 
the best of himself and Eastleigh 
Football Club radiates off his every 
intensely spoken word. 

Follow me on twitter @mcnamara_sport 


EASTLEIGH v CHELMSFORD MATCH OFF - SEE PAGE 21 
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CONFERENCE SOUTH 
RESULTS/FIXTURES 


BROMLEY 

LAST SIX LEAGUE GAMES 
November 

2 Dorchester (H) .W4-1 

15 Chelmsford (H) .W5-0 

23 Havant and W (H).W2-0 

December 

7 Farnborough (H) .W3-0 

10 Dover (A) .W2-0 

14 Basingstoke (A) .W 1-0 

NEXT SIX 
December 

26 Ebbsfleet .(H) 

28 Whitehawk .(A) 

January 

1 Ebbsfleet.(A) 

4 Concord.(H) 

11 Eastbourne.(H) 

18 Bath .(A) 


EASTBOURNE 

LAST SIX LEAGUE GAMES 
November 

2 Maidenhead (H) .W2-0 

23 Boreham Wood (H) . . .W1-0 

30 Dorchester (A) .DO-O 

December 

7 Weston (H) .W2-0 

10 Concord (A) .D1-1 

14 Staines (H) .W2-0 

NEXT SIX 
December 

26 Whitehawk.(H) 

28 Tonbridge.(A) 

January 

1 Whitehawk .(A) 

4 Eastleigh.(H) 

11 Bromley .(A) 

18 Basingstoke .(A) 


SUTTON UNITED 

LAST SIX LEAGUE GAMES 
November 

12 Bath City (A).D 2-2 

23 Dorchester (H).L 0-1 

26 Weston (A).D 1-1 

December 

7 Maidenhead (H).W 3-2 

9 Boreham Wood (A) ... .W 3-1 

14 Tonbridge (H) .LI-2 

NEXT SIX 
December 

26 Hayes and Yeading .(H) 

28 Staines Town .(A) 

January 

I Hayes and Yeading .(A) 

4 Gosport .(H) 

7 Dover .(A) 

II Chelmsford .(A) 


EBBSFLEET 

LAST SIX LEAGUE GAMES 
October 

19 Gosport (H) .W 2-1 

22 Bishop's St (A) .L 2-3 

November 

2 Concord (H) W 4-0 

23 Basingstoke (H).W1-0 

26 Hayes and Y (A) .W 2-1 

December 

7 Whitehawk (H) .W 3-1 

NEXT SIX 
December 

26 Bromley .(A) 

28 Dover .(H) 

January 

I Bromley .(H) 

4 Chelmsford .(A) 

II Havant and W .(A) 

14 Farnborough.(A) 
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EX-SPITFIRE: Jamie 
Slabber is now at 
Eastleigh’s promotion 
rivals Sutton United. 


EASTLEIGH enter the festive break in 
their best ever position in the 
Conference South. 

The second placed Spitfires have led 
the league for most of the 2013/14 season 
and their midweek success at Dover saw 
them narrow the gap on leaders Bromley 
to seven points with a game in hand. 

Here, the Sports Pink takes a close look 
at the teams that are contesting the top 
five positions with Richard Hill’s men. 

BROMLEY 


Former Crystal Palace chairman Mark 
Goldberg is currently in his third spell as 
Bromley boss. 

He first joined the club at the start of 
the 2006/7 season but left at Christmas 
the following year. 

During his first spell he led his newly 
assembled squad to a Kent Senior Cup 
triumph and promotion to Blue Square 
South via the play-offs. 

After rejoining the Lilly whites at the 
start of the 2008/09 season, he resigned in 
January 2011 - claiming his position was 
untenable due to internal politics. 

But following a change in chairman¬ 
ship in the summer of 2011, Goldberg was 
back in charge.Last season Bromley 
could only finish 15th in the 
Conference South. 

But last weekend they opened 
up a 10-point gap at the top 
after a fifth straight win and 
clean sheet, 1-0 at 
Basingstoke Town. 

Goldberg rebuilt the side 
last summer, but unlike 
Eastleigh not many of his 
squad have major Football 
League experience. 

He claimed a major coup by sign¬ 
ing midfielder Ashley Nichols from 
Dorchester Town. 

Nichols, 31, began his career at Ipswich 
under ex-Saints boss George Burley in 
2000, though he made his Football 
League debut with Darlington, playing 
over 60 league games for the club. 

Goldberg also signed Joe Anderson 
from Cambridge United, Alex Bentley 
from AFC Hornchurch, Jay May and 
Rob Swaine from Billericay Town, and 
Shamir Mullings from Southend United. 

Goldberg then signed his own son, 
Bradley, on a season-long loan from 
League 2 club Dagenham & Redbridge. 

The attacking midfielder had scored for 
the Daggers in 4-0 and 5-0 pre-season 
wins over Whitstable Town and Dover 
Athletic respectively. 

Goldberg has become one of the leading 
marksmen in the Conference South, fir¬ 
ing a hat-trick in a 5-0 win over 
Chelmsford Town last month. 

Goldberg junior hit the headlines last 
January when he scored a fine long 
range goal for Hastings Town in their FA 
Cup third round loss at Middlesbrough. 

His dad travelled to the Riverside to 
watch the game, meaning he missed 
Bromley’s 3-1 home win over Eastleigh 


ager 
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which dumped the Spitfires into second 
from bottom position. 

Goldberg senior has more recently 
added striker Joseph Pierre-Dubious to 
his squad, the one-time Reading man 
scoring the winner Basingstoke last 
weekend. 

Welsh non league international Ben 
Swallow - once sent off playing for 
Bristol Rovers in an FA Cup tie at AFC 
Totton - is also in the current squad. 

It is now almost 16 years since 
Goldberg took over as Crystal Palace 
chairman. 

One of his first moves was to change 
the manager, with the long-serving Steve 
Coppell moved to Director of Football 
and Italiany international Attilio 
Lombardo, who did not speak English 
well, and one-time Swedish great Tomas 
Brolin taking over - the latter mainly act¬ 
ing as Lombardo’s interpreter. 

The move was a shambles and the pair 
did not last long in their roles as Palace 
were relegated. 

Goldberg then installed former 
England boss Terry Venables as man- 
in the summer of 1998, only 
to leave himself in January 1999 
with Palace embroiled in 
financial problems. 

Goldberg himself lost his 
entire fortune and was 
declared bankrupt in 2000. 

He returned to football at 
Bromley after his brother in 
law took over as chairman of 
the Kent club. 

EASTBOURNE 
BOROUGH 

Managed by 
ex-Saints mid¬ 
fielder and 
Salisbury City 
boss Tommy 
Widdrington, 
above, the Sussex 
club have recently 
jumped into the 
play-off positions. 

Their recent good 
form has been helped 
by the return of striker 
Jamie Taylor on 
from league rivals Sutton 
United. 

Taylor played for Eastbourne 
during the Conference Premier days ( 
2009-2011. 

Last season he top scored for Lincoln 
City in the Conference Premier prior to 
signing for Sutton. 

Taylor made an instant impact on his 
return to Eastbourne, scoring twice on 
his debut against Weston and also scor¬ 
ing in his next two games against 
Concord and Gosport. 


SATURDAY WASHOUT AT EASTLEIGH - SEE PAGE 21 
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the club. 


There is inevitably much speculation 
about whether Taylor will remain with 
Borough when his loan period expires. 

It is a question which, at the moment, 
does not have an answer. 

“Of course I would love to keep him. 
We play the kind of football that suits his 
type of play. But when the month is up it 
will be Sutton’s decision,” said 
Widdrington. 

The one-time Dell midfielder - who has 
been in charge of Borough since 
February 2012, when he left Hemel 
Hempstead Town - also has a few other 
players who may be familiar with non 
league followers in this area. 

Centre half Ian Simpemba played over 
140 Conference South games for Havant 
& Waterlooville between 2008 and 
2011.He signed for Eastbourne last sum¬ 
mer after leaving Dover Athletic. 

Former Salisbury loanee Chris 
Shepherd is also at Eastbourne. 

Known to Widdrington following his 
spells at the Ray Mac while on 
loan from Exeter City, 
Shepherd belted a hat 
trick against 

Farnborough in a 5-2 
league win earlier this 
season. 

Former long-serv¬ 
ing Brighton strik¬ 
er Gary Hart is also 
on the Borough 
books. 

He was famously 
signed by the Seagulls 
from 
Stansted 
Tfci i n 


1998, 
for 
£ 1,000 
and a set 
of track- 
suits. 

Hart went 
on to score 45 
goals in almost 
appearances for 


SUTTON UNITED 


Former Eastleigh boss Paul Doswell, 
above, has been in charge at Gander 
Green Lane since May 2008. 

As a result, there is a strong 
Spitfires connection in his squad. 
Doswell last summer signed 
Damien Scannell - who has played 
over 100 Football League games 
for Southend and Dagenham - 
Dale Binns and Mitchell 
Nelson from the Eastleigh 


squad that lost in the Conference South 
play off semi final last season. 

They joined striker Jamie Slabber, 
who was Eastleigh’s top scorer in the 
2010/11 season with over 20 goals prior 
to moving to Chelmsford. 

Ex-Spitfires Anthony Riviere and 
Marvin Williams have also turned out 
for Sutton this season. 

Veteran ex-Saint Paul Telfer, now into 
his 40s, has played four league games in 
2013/14. 

The ex-Scottish international is part of 
Doswell’s coaching staff. 

So was his former Eastleigh keeper 
Wayne Shaw until the latter’s contract 
as goalkeeping coach was recently can¬ 
celled. 

That followed an incident with rival 
fans before a Surrey Senior Cup tie 
against Kingstonian. 

A club statement said: “The club 
acknowledges that some of the com¬ 
ments directed at Wayne were totally 
unacceptable, amounting to vitriolic 
provocation. 

“However, Wayne’s reaction 
was not acceptable and he has 
apologised widely for his 
actions but knows that he let 
himself and the club down.” 

EBBSFLEET UNITED 

Ebbsfleet boast a player who 
scored against Saints last season 
in their squad. 

Striker Michael Thalassitis is on a sea¬ 
son long loan from Stevenage, for whom 
he netted against Saints in a League Cup 
tie in August 2012. 

Another former Stevenage forward, 
Stacy Long, helped the Hertfordshire 
club to two successive promotions, from 
the Conference to League 1. 

He was among the scorers in January 
2011 when Stevenage dumped Alan 
Pardew’s Newcastle out of the FA Cup. 

Ebbsfleet also have another striker 
with Football League experience, Ben 
May. 

May appeared almost 100 times for 
Millwall and was also signed by Nigel 
Adkins when he was managing 
Scunthorpe in the Championship. 

Last season he scored 19 league goals 
for Conference South play off finalists 
Dover. 

A familar face to Eastleigh fans will be 
midfielder Daryl McMahon. 

McMahon had a season at the 
Silverlake prior to signing for Dover, 
where he played alongside May last sea¬ 
son prior to a £13,000 move to Ebbsfleet 
in the summer. 

The manager who signed him, Steve 
Brown, was only appointed last June. 
Before that, he had been assistant boss 
at Dover. 

Brown’s assistant at Ebbsfleet is his 
former Charlton Athletic colleague 
Steve Gritt, who left AFC Bournemouth 
- where he was chief scout - to move to 
Fleet. 


DAILY ECHO AND PINK - BEST FOR NON-LEAGUE FOOTBALL 


Andover’s 
return put on 
hold by rain 

THIS weekend was meant to 
mark the return of Andover 
Town to the rejuvenated 
Portway Stadium. 

But following blanket cancel¬ 
lations because of the dreadful 
weather that hit the south coast 
over the weekend, Town will 
have to wait just a bit longer to 
make the much anticipated 
return, writes PETER HOWARD. 

In what was set to be a pivotal 
game in the Wessex League 
Division 1, Andover Town were 
meant to be up against 
Petersfield Town in a top of the 
table clash. 

Town manager Neil Benson 
said. “It has been an exciting 
time on and off the pitch seeing 
our club grow and a massive 
effort by many has taken place 
to get us to the stage we are. 

“We currently sit top of a very 
competitive league (albeit with 
certain clubs having games in 
hand) at the midway point of 
the season. 

“With 12 of our remaining 16 
games to be played at home, I 
would like to call on our magnif¬ 
icent fans to help us create a 
fortress at the Portway that will 
assisting our quest to finish in 
the top spots.” 

He added: “The last week has 
seen footballing highs and lows 
for both individuals and the 
team which has seen a win, a 
draw and a disappointing loss. 
However, the spirit remains 
excellent with a belief that on 
our day we can compete with 
anyone in the league. 

“This match will certainly be a 
real test as we entertain an 
excellent Petersfield Town side, 
who arguably have been the 
most consistent performers in 
the league and have equally 
enjoyed success in the cups. 

“With the two teams having 
scored 18 goals between them 
only last 
weekend, I 
am sure the 
supporters 
will see an 
exciting 
game.” 

It has long 
been Cllr Ian 
Carr’s ambi¬ 
tion to see 
the Portway 
Stadium 
brought back 
into use host¬ 
ing an 
Andover 
town team. 

He said: “Test Valley Borough 
Council has contributed 
£200,000 towards the refurbish¬ 
ment of the stadium and it is 
hoped that this has helped 
deliver an asset the community 
can be proud of. 

“It is great that the project to 
rejuvenate the venue is almost 
complete, marking the start of a 
new era for Andover Town 
Football Club and the town’s 
residents.” 

Andover Town will now have 
to wait until next Saturday when 
they take on fellow high-fliers 
Team Solent. 
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MARK Selby made snooker’s 
100th official maximum break 
during the recent williamhill.com 
UK Championship. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks 
back at some of the game’s histor¬ 
ically significant 147s. 


THE FIRST - Steve Davis, Lada Classic, 
1982 


The ‘Nugget’ won a car from the sponsors 
for his historic achievement 
against John Spencer, in 
contrast to the likely 
£59,000 won by Selby. 

He potted a good first 
red to the middle and 
doubled the fifth and 
after the next, commen¬ 
tator David Taylor foresaw 
the maximum and was 
warned by colleague John Pulman “that’s a 
dangerous thing to predict”. Davis, though, 
potted a good long last red and later a diffi¬ 
cult blue and pink. The black followed and 
a stunned-looking Davis perched against 
the table to savour the moment. 



THE CRUCIBLE FIRST - Cliff Thorburn, 
World Championship, 1983 

The Canadian’s second-round match with 
another famously dogged competitor, Terry 
Griffiths, looked unlikely to provide free- 
flowing entertainment - but a fluked open¬ 
ing red in frame four set Thorburn up for a 
15-minute journey into snooker immortality. 

Again the commentary is 
famous in its own right, 
Ted Lowe’s impartiality 
set aside as he marked 
I the final black with the 
* words “good luck 
mate... oh, wonderful!” 
Thorburn sank to his 
knees in celebration and 
was embraced by both 
Griffiths and Bill Werberniuk, who was play¬ 
ing on the adjacent table. Thorburn eventu¬ 
ally won 13-12 at 3.51am and came 
through similarly hard-fought games against 
Kirk Stevens and Tony Knowles before los¬ 
ing 18-6 to Davis in the final. 



THE FASTEST - Ronnie O’Sullivan, World 
Championship, 1997 

Nobody has come close to the five minutes, 
20 seconds it took the ‘Rocket’ to clear the 
lot against Mick Price in the 14th frame of 
his first-round clash in Sheffield. A mid¬ 
length first red saw him nudge the black 
towards a pocket and further well-judged 
cannons off the seventh and 
12th blacks developed the 
chance. The century 
came up in four minutes j 
as former world cham¬ 
pion Dennis Taylor 
mused: “I’ve never 
commentated on a maxi¬ 
mum before, I’m starting to 
get a bit excited.” O’Sullivan 
cleared up, threw his chalk into the crowd 
in celebration and shook hands with Price 
and with several spectators. He won 10-6 
but lost 13-12 to Darren Morgan in round 
two. 



THE YOUNGEST - Thanawat 
Tirapongpaiboon, European PTC Event 
Three, 2010 

The Thai was beaten 4-1 by Barry Hawkins 
in the last 32 in Russelsheim, Germany but, 
at just 16 years and 312 days old, the one 
frame he won brought him the consolation 
of becoming the youngest player to make a 
competitive 147. 


THE 148 - Jamie Burnett, UK 
Championship qualifiers, 2004 

The highest break technically possible is 
155, if a player is awarded a free ball when 
snookered after a foul. Jamie Cope has 
reportedly achieved the feat in practice but 
the highest competitive break is Burnett’s 
against Leo Fernandez in Prestatyn. A 
brown as the extra red, the brown again, 15 
reds, 12 blacks, two pinks and a blue, fol¬ 
lowed by what venerable snooker commen¬ 
tator Clive Everton described in the 
Guardian as “an adventurous clearance of 
the colours” took Burnett one beyond the 
conventional maximum. 


2013 SPORTS QUIZ OF THE YEAR ... 2013 SPORTS 

50TDTACKLE0N 


1 Who became the first Australian to 
win golf’s US Masters? 

2 Who became the fist man from 
mainland UK to win the US Open 
since Tony Jacklin in 1970? 

3 How many major successes did 
Phil Mickelson reach when he won 
The Open for the first time ...? 

4 ... And who were the best-placed 
Englishmen? 

5 The Americans took a clean sweep 
of the British Opens - Mark Wiebe 
won the Seniors Open and Mickelson 
won The Open, so who took the 
Women’s British Open? 

6 BDO World Darts Champion Scott 
Waites, the third seed and pre-tour¬ 
nament favourite, won his first world 
championship with a 7-1 success. 
Who was his opponent, who became 
the first man to lose his first three 
BDO World Championship finals? 

7 Who won the first set when Novak 
Djokovic beat Andy Murray in tennis’s 
Australian Open final ...? 

8 ... And who knocked defending 
champion Andy Murray out of the 
U.S. Open at the quarter-final stage? 

9 In winning the French Open who 
became the first man to win the same 
Grand Slam title eight times? 

10 Who beat defending champion 
Maria Sharapova in the women’s 
event at the French Open? 

11 Who caused one of the biggest 
upsets of the Wimbledon Ladies sin¬ 
gles by defeating reigning 
Wimbledon, US Open and French 
Open champion, world number one, 
Serena Williams, in the fourth round, 
but then folded in the final? 

12 Who became the first British 
woman in 15 years to reach the 
fourth round at Wimbledon? 

13 Andy Murray, pictured right, 
became the first man from Great 
Britain to win the Wimbledon singles 
title since Fred Perry in 1936, but 
who did he beat in the semi-final on 
his way to success over Novak 
Djokovic in the final? 

14 Who won her second career 
Grand Slam at the women’s 
Australian Open? 

15 Who won football’s Africa Cup of 
Nations for the third time, beating 
Burkino Fasol-0 in the final? 

16 Who scored the winning goal in 
the first all-German UEFA Champions 
League final? 

17 Who scored Chelsea’s goals in 
their 2-1 success over Benfica in the 
Europa League Final? 



PHIL MICKELSON (question 3) 


SERENA WILLIAMS (question 11) 



SCOTT WAITES 


18 What dubious dou¬ 
ble and ‘first’ 
did Wigan 
Athletic secure 
at the end of 
the 2012-2013 
season ...? 


19 ... And who 
scored their win¬ 
ning goal in the FA 
Cup final? 


20 ... And who was 
relegated with 
them? 


21 Against whom 
did Manchester 
United secure 
their 13th 
Premier 
League title 
and 20th 
English title 
overall with a 
3-0 win at Old 


26 In the Heineken Cup Final, who 
apologised to Brock James for mock¬ 
ing him while scoring what turned out 
to be the winning try in Toulon’s 16- 
15 win over Clermont? 


MARIA SHARAPOVA (question 10) 


(question 6) 

Trafford in April? 

22 At the start of 
the Six 
Nations 
tournament 
which 
country 
lost their 
opening 
two match¬ 
es in the Six 
Nations 


Championship for the first time since 
the competition became the Six 
Nations in 2000. 

23 Who scored all the points in 
Scotland’s 12-8 win over Ireland? 

24 Which nations drew for the sec¬ 
ond consecutive season ...? 

25 ... And what was the score when 
Wales secured their biggest ever win 
over England? 


27 Who received his marching orders 
just before half-time in the English 
Premiership Final as Northampton 
Saints lost to Leicester Tigers? 

28 Who beat the San Francisco 49ers 
34-31, handing them their their first 


FESTIVE SAINTS GAMES NOSTALGIA - SEE PAGES 6-7 
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QUIZ OF THE YEAR ...2013 SPORTS QUIZ OF YEAR 

SPORT IN 2013... 


SEBASTIAN VETTEL (question 33) 


CHRIS FROOME (question 42) 

Super Bowl loss in franchise history? 

29 And what unusual event happened 
in the third quarter? 

30 On the fifth day of the 3rd Test in 
New Zealand, which cricketer set a 
new record for the longest time spent 
at the crease without scoring a run, 
with 103 minutes out in the middle? 

31 Which Ashes Test matches ended 
in draws? 

32 In the first Ashes Test of 2013 
who scored 98 to set the Test record 
for the most runs in an innings by a 
number 11 batsman and by a number 
11 on debut? 

33 Who did Sebastian Vettel join as 
the third driver in Formula One’s his¬ 
tory to win four consecutive World 
Drivers’ Championships? 

34 In which race did Vettel defy team 
orders to overtake team-mate Mark 
Webber late in the race to secure vic¬ 
tory? 


35 Which driver picked up wins in the 
Monaco and British Grands Prix ...? 

36 ... And who won in Hungary? 

37 Who became the first female jock¬ 
ey to start a Grand National as 
favourite? 

38 Who rode Auroras Encore to suc¬ 
cess in what was his first ride in the 
Grand National? 

39 Where did favourite Dawn 
Approach finish in the Derby? 

40 To whom did Royal Ascot pay its 
respects with a minute's silence 
before the opening race of the five- 
day meeting 18 June 2013? 

41 Who had already won the Boston 
Marathon when the bombings dis¬ 
rupted the event, killing three specta¬ 
tors and injuring 264 others? 

42 How many stages of the Tour de 
France did Chris Froome win on his 
way to winning the event...? 



ORACLE TEAM USA (question 44) 



RONNIE O’SULLIVAN (question 46) 


43 ... And how many did Mark 
Cavendish win? 

44 How many races did Oracle Team 
USA need to win in order to overturn 
the lead of Emirates Team New 
Zealand in The America’s Cup ...? 

45 ... And where was the series of 
races staged? 

46 Who did Ronnie O’Sullivan beat to 
win snooker’s World Championship? 

47 Who made a 57 break in just 130 
seconds at the Snooker Shoot-Out to 
receive The Magic Moment of the 
Year’ award? 

48 On their way to a Super 
League/Challenge Cup double, who 
did Wigan have to defeat in the two 
respective finals? 

49 Where did David Weir finish in the 
London Marathon? 

50 Which double Olympic champion 
won the six-event omnium at track 
cycling’s World Cup in Manchester? 


ANSWERS 
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ADAM RANT COLUMN - TURN BACK TO PAGE 13 


THIRTY RACING 
BRAIN-TEASERS 

1) Which horse provided John Ferguson with 
his first Grade One winner as a trainer in the 
Finale Hurdle at Chepstow in January? 

2) Which subsequent Cheltenham Festival 
winner ran at Warwick on January 12? 

3) On the same afternoon at Warwick, the 
English and Scottish Grand National winners 
Auroras Encore and Godsmejudge ran well in 
the Classic Chase, but what won that race? 

4) Which horse split Sprinter Sacre and 
Somersby in the rearranged Victor Chandler 
Chase at Cheltenham? 

5) Flow many horses that ran on Cheltenham 
Trials day went on to win at the Festival in 
March? 

6) On the same afternoon at Leopardstown, 
three Festival winners were in action, can you 
name any? 

7) Which Alan King-trained subsequent 
Festival winner claimed the Welsh Champion 
Hurdle at Ffos Las? 

8) Which horse was sent off the 4-5 favourite 
for the Irish Hennessy won by Sir Des 
Champs? 

9) Harry Fry won the Racing Plus Chase at 
Kempton with which horse? 

10) Which unheralded jockey won the 
Imperial Cup on First Avenue? 

11) Simonsig landed the Arkle as expected, 
but can you name the two big outsiders who 
chased him home? 

12) Which jockey rode a treble on the first 
day of the Festival? 

13) On the second day of Cheltenham this 
year there were two winners at 25-1 and one 
at 33s. Can you name any of them? 

14) Who rode Solwhit to win the World 
Hurdle? 

15) What was the official winning distance of 
Our Conor in the Triumph Hurdle? 


ANSWERS 
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16) 

How many 

Irish-trained winners at the Festival this year? 

17) Which American-trained horse won the 
Dubai World Cup? 

18) Can you name one of two horses that 
won on both the first and last day of the Turf 
Flat season at Doncaster? 

19) Which horse won twice at Aintree’s 
Grand National meeting? 

20) What was Grand National winner Auroras 
Encore’s, pictured above, starting price? 

21) How many horses won at both 
Cheltenham and Aintree? 

22) A 150-1 shot was second to Dawn 
Approach in the 2000 Guineas. What is his 
name? 

23) With which colt did Aidan O’Brien win the 
Irish 2,000 Guineas? 

24) Which German-trained horse won the 
Timeform Jury Stakes at Haydock? 

25) Name the winner of the Diamond Jubilee 
Stakes at Royal Ascot? 

26) St Leger winner Leading Light struck in 
which race at Royal Ascot. 

27) What was Jonjo O’Neill’s Royal Ascot 
winner this year? 

28) William Haggas won the John Smith's 
Cup with which grey? 

29) Which French-trained filly won the Irish 
Oaks and was subsequently sold for six mil¬ 
lion guineas? 

30) Name three of Johnny Murtagh’s five 
Group One winners in 2013. 
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Who are Ya? 

FA White Horse 

Dean ‘Deano’ Thomas (left back): Solid and 
reliable with an eye for goal; fiery temper that 
hasn’t mellowed with age. 

Gaz ‘Joey Essex’ Jones (centre forward): 
Confidence player who is quick and deadly 
when on form. Wears tanned moisturiser... 
enough said. 

Gary ‘Durks’ Durkin (right back): Fought 
back from serious injury to be a mainstay on 
the team. Can stretch to places other legs can¬ 
not reach. 

Nick ‘Romer’ Romer (centre back): Captain, 
pace to burn and reads game really well. When 
he discovers his left foot is for more than just 
standing on, he will go places. 

James ‘Jimmer’ Hayward (centre back): Man 
mountain who will throw everything into the 
cause. Heart of a Lion. 

Matthew ‘Matty’ Kennard (utility man): 
Dependable and deceptively slow, has the abil¬ 
ity to play anywhere. 

Ryan ‘Tent Peg’ Martin (centre midfield): 

Strong holding player with an eye for a pass. 
More bookings than One Direction. 

Peter ‘Pedro’ Ryan (goalkeeper): Fearless 
and great shot stopper; needs a step ladder for 
crosses. 

Paul ‘Ken’ Adams (centre forward): Has abili¬ 
ty to pop up with some crucial goals. Always 
gives 100 per cent on the pitch. 

Barry ‘Baz’ Slator (utility man): Fit and fast 
and can play in a number of positions. 
Sunderland supporter - someone has to be! 
Wayne ‘Wayner’ Atkin (left midfield): Sweet 
left foot and likes to score goals. Team’s warm 
down is pushing his car out of the car park 
after every game! 

David ‘Smithy’ Smith (centre back/left back): 

Old twinkle toes. Getting on a bit now but still 
thinks he is 21. 

Justin ‘Bieber’ Beckett (right midfield): Fast 
with tekkers on the ball. Has the ability to 
‘ghost’ past players, sometimes even takes the 
ball with him! 

Robert ‘Dog’ Winstanley (goalkeeper): 

Reliable between the sticks with his cat-like 
saves. 

Robert ‘Doc’ Doherty (utility man): Very quick 
and fit, fears nothing ... except heights. 

Alex ‘Chicken’ Hicken (centre midfield): 
Strong and powerful with a great engine, 
should be on Mastermind as he never passes. 
Daniel ‘Footo’ Foot (centre forward/back): 
Experienced and can play anywhere; great in 
the air, but not so good at time keeping 
Michael ‘the Aussie’ Strickland (centre mid- 
field): New foreign signing with big things 
expected of him. Will add drive and experience 
to the team. 

Meet the 
manager 

David Smith 



Age: 44 

Where are you from: West Totton 
Occupation: Landscape gardener 
Position in club: Manager/physio/player 
Who do you support: 

Manchester United 
Favourite player: George 
Best 

Best footballing 
moment: Winning a 
tournament with a car 
as first prize and a TV 
for player of the tourna¬ 
ment. 

Best goal ever seen: 

White Horse - ‘Chicken’ 
beats 3 men and rockets it into 
the top corner from 30 yards 
Ambitions for club: For our first season, sta¬ 
bility is most important before focusing on 
working our way up the league. 


Team check 

Nickname: Mighty Whitey 

Local pub: White Horse, Netley Marsh 

The skipper: On the pitch - Nick 

Romer, club captain - Gary Durkin 

The moaner: Ryan Martin 

Mr Motivator: James Hayward 

Worst haircut: Gaz ‘Joey Essex’ Jones 

Club joker: Baz Slator, white shorts...cartoon 

pants 

The professional: Dean Thomas 

Who owns the worst car and what is it? Paul 

‘Ken’ Adams - a ginger Fiat Cinquecento 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2013 

PARK SCRATCHINGS ... PARK SCRATCHINGS 


SMITH DREAMING OF A 


MISS: Thompson’s 
Billy Hunt rounds 
White Horse 
keeper Peter Ryan 
before hitting the 
cross bar. 

Order no: 17666104 



CRUNCH TIME: Thompson’s Floyd Bedwell 
(centre) is tackled by FC White Horse’s Dan Foot. 

Order no: 17666084 


WHILE most Drew Smith teams 
select sensible colours to don 
when taking to the pitch, new¬ 
comers FC White Horse decided 
that playing in all white was 
they way forward for them. 

Unsurprisingly, the club’s laundry 
bill is one of the highest in the 
league... 

As summer turned to autumn the 
plan was to buy an alternative kit 
which would have suited the some¬ 
times muddy and wet Saturday 
league pitches. 

That time came and went with 
White Horse still donning their now 
slightly soiled, washed-out looking 
outfits. 

“We had a committee meeting and 
despite my warnings the overwhelm¬ 
ing favourite was for full white 
ensemble, which is now starting fade 
a little bit,” said team boss Dave 
Smith. 

“The poor people at the laundrette 
have to battle with our kits week in 
week out,” he added. 

Although, Horse have galloped to 
the top of Junior Division 5 this sea¬ 
son their opponents, Thompson FC 
had other ideas in a battle of the divi¬ 
sion’s big guns. 

The physical top of the table clash 
ended in a 3-2 victory for Thompson 
FC, who dominated for much of the 
match. 

Horse were 2-1 up after Dan Foot 
and Ryan Martin had fired home, 
with Shane Yeates replying for 
Thompson. But Billy Bloodworth 
equalised before Joe Walsh slammed 
home a late winner to tilt the power 
balance in Junior 5 in favour of 
Thompson. 

“This wasn’t the most attractive 


football,” said Smith, who saw his 
keeper, Peter Ryan, leave the field 
for stitches after breaking his nose in 
an accidental collision with Walsh. 

“We’ve enjoyed good games of foot¬ 
ball all season but this wasn’t enjoy¬ 
able. 

“I’ve been around the block a few 
times but I thought it was far too 
physical.” 

After a dominant opening half-an- 
hour Thompson trailed as Foot 


unleashed a drilled free-kick which 
nestled in the bottom right of the 
goal from 25 yards. 

As the encounter started to boil 
over, Thompson’s Floyd Bedwell and 
Horse’s Wayne Atkin were dismissed 
for their part in a melee which 
involved players from both teams. 

It remained 1-0 until just before the 
hour mark as Yeates whipped in a 
free kick from the edge of the penalty 
area that swerved in the air and hit 


the back of the net as Ryan attempt¬ 
ed to punch clear. 

Two minutes later a foul on Foot 
was adjudged to be inside the box. 
The resulting spot-kick was dis¬ 
patched by Martin with composure. 

Walsh and Horse keeper Ryan 
clashed in a 50/50 challenge which 
ended with the stopper leaving the 
pitch with a broken nose. Defender, 
Michael Strickland, then volun¬ 
teered for custodian duty. 



THOMPSON: Back row (from left): Joe Walsh, Terry Axton, Kieron Yeates, Billy Bloodworth, Malcolm Davie, Scott Collett and John Traves. 
Front: Shane Yeates, Gareth Springer, Billy Hunt, Tom Bannister and Terry Garner. Daily Echo pictures by Stuart Maretin Order no: 17666152 


Drew Smith results and scorers in Monday’s Echo 
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2013 

PARK SCRATCHING ... PARK SCRATCHINGS 


WHITE CHRISTMAS 





GET IN: FC White Horse 
score their first goal 
against Thompson (orange) 
and celebrate (inset, right). 

Order nos: 17666111 (main pic¬ 
ture) and 17666117 (inset, right). 


And Thompson looked immediate¬ 
ly to work the stand-in stopper, 
Walsh skipping through to deliver a 
cross that Bloodworth headed home 
to set up a tense final half an hour. 

As the game became more 
stretched, with both sides looking for 
the deciding goal, Walsh found space 
on the edge of the box and delivered 
a drilled shot into the bottom corner 
to lift Thompson to the summit of 
Junior 5. 



FC WHITE HORSE: Back row (from left): Tina Durkin, Justin Beckett, Gareth Jones, Luke Cron, Ryan Martin, Paul Adams, Dan Foot, Gary 
Durkin, Dave Smith and Samantha Janice. Front: Wayne Atkin, Brad Dutton, Matt Kennard, Peter Ryan, Rob Doherty, Dean Thomas and 
Michael Strickland. Order no: 17666130 


Want to be featured? Contact Pete Howard on 02380 424513 


Who are Ya? 

Thomson FC 

Malcolm Davie - goalkeeper - 
reliable stopper with great reac¬ 
tions and better distribution, not 
afraid of putting his life on the line 
for the team. 

Billy Bloodworth - defender - 
assured and composed on the 
ball, there isn’t many out there 
that could get round him, has a 
good head on him too. 

Terry Gamer - defender - can 
play anywhere across the back, 
solid header, great passer. 

Tom Bannister - defender - tow¬ 
ering strong defender, would run 
through a brick wall for 
Thompson. 

Gareth Springer - defender - 
stocky, bull like defender. 
Surprisingly quick and has the 
ability to stream forwards without 
any inhibitions. 

Billy Hunt - midfielder - he’s 
here, he’s there, he’s everywhere. 
Tricks and crossing is Hunt’s 
game, never scared to take a 
man on and occasionally can pop 
a pass too. 

Scott Collett - midfielder - cap¬ 
tain fantastic, combative with an 
exemplary range of passing. Will 
get thoroughly stuck, great ball 
winner in the centre of the park. 

Floyd Bedwell - midfield - 
youngster with bags of ability, in 
one of his first seasons in adult 
football but is finding his feet and 
is full of confidence. 

Terry Axton - midfield - winger 
with a lot of effort and running in 
him, will happily sprint back and 
forth the whole match. 

Jacob Brazil - forward- gaffer’s 
son, an up and coming young 
striker with pace. Tenacious and 
will to put his foot in for the 
cause, defending from the front. 

Joe Walsh - forward - will tie 
defenders in knots and wind 
them up too. Has a powerful shot 
on him! 

Shane Yeates - midfield - Great 
work horse for the team, won’t 
give up on any cause, has a 
decent cross on him too. 

Kieran Yeates - utility man - 
similar to Shane and will chase 
every ball he can, he can be a 
game changer. 

John Traves - defender - fantas¬ 
tic movember and the big per¬ 
sonality in the team, has an expe¬ 
rienced head and is a veteran of 
many campaign, a handy player 
to have around. 

Meet the 
manager 

Jack Brazil 
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Non-league Football 



DREW SMITH GROUP SOUTHAMPTON FL 
Upto and including Saturday 14/12/13 

PREMIER 



P 

w 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

Cadnam United 

8 

6 

2 

0 

26 

5 

20 

Comrades 

8 

6 

0 

2 

32 

5 

18 

Netley Central Spt 

10 

5 

2 

3 

21 

15 

17 

Bishopstoke WMC 

10 

5 

1 

4 

21 

31 

16 

BTC Soton 

9 

3 

3 

3 

14 

19 

12 

Soton University 

10 

2 

4 

4 

20 

25 

10 

Nursling 

6 

2 

1 

3 

13 

15 

7 

AFC Hiltingbury 

11 

2 

1 

8 

8 

29 

7 

Hedge End Town 

8 2 

SENIOR 1 

0 

6 

15 

26 

6 

Burridge AFC 

11 

6 

2 

3 

27 

20 

20 

AFC Grains 

7 

6 

1 

0 

31 

4 

19 

Riverside 

9 

6 

0 

3 

33 

14 

18 

Solent Saints 

7 

6 

0 

1 

26 

8 

18 

Harefield 

7 

4 

2 

1 

27 

10 

14 

Q K Soton Res 

10 

4 

2 

4 

23 

28 

14 

Comrades Res 

9 

3 

0 

6 

17 

25 

9 

BTC Soton Res 

11 

1 

2 

8 

13 

40 

5 

Durley Res 

11 0 

JUNIOR 1 

1 10 

6 

54 

1 

Chamberlayne AFC 

7 

6 

0 

1 

31 

11 

18 

AFC Gulf Western 

7 

6 

0 

1 

28 

9 

18 

Chandlers Ford 

9 

4 

3 

2 

29 

16 

15 

West Totton 

7 

4 

1 

2 

17 

10 

13 

Langley Manor 

7 

3 

0 

4 

19 

16 

9 

FC Wellington 

10 

2 

3 

5 

11 

23 

9 

Compton 

9 

2 

3 

4 

18 

33 

9 

Lowford 

9 

2 

1 

6 

19 

30 

7 

Osborne 

9 2 

JUNIOR 2 

1 

6 

13 

37 

7 

Braishfield 

11 

9 

1 

1 

33 

17 

28 

Montefiore Halls 

10 

7 

1 

2 

25 

17 

22 

Warsash Wasps 

11 

5 

3 

3 

21 

15 

18 

Compton Res 

8 

4 

3 

1 

22 

11 

15 

London Airways 

10 

4 

1 

5 

17 

25 

13 

Botley Village 

11 

3 

2 

6 

24 

31 

11 

Bishops Waltham Dy 

8 

2 

3 

3 

17 

20 

9 

Applewood Joinery 

9 

2 

2 

5 

22 

25 

8 

Questmap 

10 

1 

3 

6 

17 

27 

5 

Hamble United 

8 1 

JUNIOR 3 

1 

6 

16 

26 

4 

AFC Botley 

11 

11 

0 

0 

43 

4 

33 

Priory Rovers 

10 

6 

1 

3 

29 

24 

19 

Capital 

10 

5 

3 

2 

21 

20 

18 

Wellow 

9 

3 

3 

3 

23 

21 

12 

Inmar 

10 

3 

2 

5 

20 

28 

11 

AFC Phoenix XI 

8 

2 

2 

4 

16 

19 

8 

Otterbourne A 

11 

2 

2 

7 

21 

37 

8 

AFC Testwood 

11 1 

JUNIOR 4 

1 

9 

16 

36 

4 

Athletico Romsey 

9 

5 

2 

2 

26 

8 

17 

Shamblehurst 

9 

5 

2 

2 

20 

17 

17 

New Forest 

6 

5 

1 

0 

26 

7 

16 

Mitre 

11 

5 

1 

5 

27 

34 

16 

AFC Station 

8 

4 

3 

1 

14 

12 

15 

Sporting Wessex 

6 

3 

2 

1 

18 

13 

11 

AFC Nemesis 

10 

2 

2 

6 

28 

39 

8 

AFC Hiltingbry Res 11 

1 

4 

6 

24 

32 

7 


Harefield Res 

6 

2 

0 

4 

12 

8 

6 

Weston City 

8 0 

JUNIOR 5 

3 

5 

11 

36 

3 

Thompson FC 

11 

7 

3 

1 

49 

19 

24 

FC White Horse 

10 

7 

1 

2 

31 

18 

22 

BTC Soton A 

9 

7 

0 

2 

44 

26 

21 

Braishfield Res 

12 

4 

1 

7 

22 

35 

13 

New Forest Res 

5 

4 

0 

1 

26 

9 

12 

Waltham Wolves 

9 

4 

0 

5 

16 

30 

12 

Upham Res 

8 

4 

0 

4 

21 

38 

12 

Michelmersh & T A 

9 

1 

1 

7 

18 

34 

4 

Hamble United Res 

9 

1 

0 

8 

15 

27 

3 

Shield FC 2 0 0 

VETERANS A 

2 

3 

9 

0 

Sporting BTC 

8 

7 

0 

1 

32 

5 

21 

Colden Common 

10 

7 

0 

3 

20 

15 

21 

Hedge End Rangers 

10 

6 

1 

3 

16 

8 

19 

Hythe Aztecs 

6 

6 

0 

0 

29 

4 

18 

Follands 

6 

4 

1 

1 

12 

4 

13 

BTC Soton Vet A 

8 

4 

0 

4 

10 

16 

12 

Baddesley Park 

11 

3 

1 

7 

12 

29 

10 

Locks Heath 

8 

3 

0 

5 

19 

16 

9 

Woolston 

10 

1 

1 

8 

13 

36 

4 

R S Winchester 9 0 0 

VETERANS B 

9 

10 

40 

0 

BTC Soton Vets B 

11 

7 

3 

1 

28 

13 

24 

Michelmersh &T Vet 

11 

6 

3 

2 

27 

16 

21 

Totton 0B 

11 

6 

3 

2 

24 

16 

20 

Regents Park 

8 

5 

2 

1 

24 

12 

17 

AFC Stoneham 

10 

4 

3 

3 

26 

15 

15 

Langley Manor Vets 

8 

4 

0 

4 

19 

23 

12 

Redbridge 0B 

11 

3 

2 

6 

18 

30 

11 

Priory Rover Vets 

12 

2 

4 

6 

20 

30 

10 

Royal Mail 

12 

2 

3 

7 

20 

28 

9 

Compton Vets 10 0 3 

VETERANS 0-40 

7 

18 

41 

2 

Redlynch SWoodfall 10 9 

0 

1 

32 

13 

27 


Hamble Club 

10 

8 

1 

1 

30 

10 

25 

BTC Soton 0-40 

11 

6 

4 

1 

48 

26 

22 

Old Tauntonians 

10 

5 

3 

2 

38 

15 

18 

Sporting BTC 0-40 

13 

4 

2 

7 

22 

25 

14 

Bish Waltham D Vet 10 4 

1 

5 

44 

26 

13 


Wildern 0B 

7 

4 

0 

3 

27 

19 

12 

Langley Mnr 0-40 

13 

3 

2 

8 

48 

53 

11 

Winchester 0B 

12 

2 

3 

7 

25 

38 

9 

Humble Plumb 

10 00 10 

LADIES 

4 

93 

0 


Portsmouth Univ 

1 

1 

0 

0 

5 

0 

3 

Fleetlands 

1 

1 

0 

0 

3 

0 

3 

New Forest Ladies 

2 

1 

0 

1 

4 

5 

3 

Hants Constabulary 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Alton United 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Soton Univ Ladies 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Chamberlayne 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

7 

0 


Botley champions-and 
its not even Christmas! 



Wasps stung by Forest side 


WARSASH Wasps suffered a shock 
defeat in the Junior League Cup, 
losing 3-2 to New Forest Reserves. 

The Junior 5 side recovered from 
2-0 down to win the second-round 
tie with goals from Mark Coward, 
Cameron Ridoutt-Hine and Ross 
Jones ensuring the upset. 

Capital trailed 2-1, only to come 
back and win 4-2 against fellow 
Junior 3 side Priory Rovers with 
goals from Anthony Pelmier (2), Ed 


Mattingly and Scott Humphreys. 

Hamble United were able to for¬ 
get about their league woes with a 
third-round cup win, 2-0 against 
Junior 4 side Harefield Reserves. 
West Totton also progressed 
thanks to a comfortable 4-2 win 
over Junior Division 2 side Wellow. 

LOCKS Heath marched on to the 
next round of the Veterans League 
Cup after a nervy 1-0 win against 


Veteran 0-40 side Redlynch & 
Woodfall with Mark Peach scoring 
the only goal. 

Veteran 0-40 side BTC Soton 
managed to shock Veteran B side 
Totton OB, winning 2-0 with a 
brace from Mark Dennis. 

Veteran A side Follands sailed 
through to the next round with a 
comfortable 4-0 victory over 
Veteran B side Langley Manor, 
thanks to an Alan Smith hat-trick. 


INVINCIBLE AFC Bailey have won 
the Junior 3 title - after just 11 
games! 

Their 4-0 win against bottom-of-the- 
table AFC Testwood has secured them 
top spot in quick-fire time, writes 
SEAN RICHARDSON. 

Matt Baldwin broke the deadlock 
after 60 minutes, before two rapid 
goals from James Roberts and a late 
effort from Paul Rowland clinched the 
victory - and the title. 

There was also a well fought mid¬ 
table clash between AFC Phoenix and 
Inmar which ended 3-3. 

Cadnam United went top of the 
Premier Division with a 5-0 win over 
rock-bottom Hedge End Town. 

Goals from Dan Gain (2), Scott 
Donaldson (2) and Dan Stickles helped 
the table toppers keep up their unbeat¬ 
en record so far this season. 

Comrades threw away an initial lead 
in losing 2-1 to third place Netley 
Central Spt but remain just two points 
behind the leaders. 

AFC Grains moved closer to Senior 1 
leaders Burridge AFC after beating 
strugglers BTC Soton RFC 7-0. Hat- 
tricks from Ollie Adams and Ade Mills 
helped take them within one point of 
the league leaders. 

Burridge AFC were not able to stay 
comfortable at the top with a shock 2-0 
defeat to mid-table Harefield. Goals 
from Damien and Breon Graham piled 
the pressure on the league leaders - 
now only leading by one point. 

Junior 1 leaders Chamberlayne AFC 
won their sixth game of the season - a 
2-1 success over fourth-from-bottom 
FC Wellington, with a goal from Sean 
Looker and an own goal helping them 
on their way. 

However, AFC Gulf Western man¬ 
aged to pile on the pressure after also 
winning their sixth game 4-1 against 
mid-table Langley Manor. Goals from 
Emmett Madden (2), Jordan Collett 
and Jordan Penfold helped them keep 
pressure on Chamberlayne AFC. 

Braishfield extended their lead at the 
top of Junior 2 to six points after a 
comfortable 5-0 win against mid-table 
London Airways, a hat-trick from 
Marc Beston being the highlight of the 
day. With Montefiore holding a game 
in hand, the pressure is on to close the 
gap at the top. 

Athletico Romsey went top of Junior 
4 on goal difference after beating sec¬ 
ond-placed Shamblehurst 2-0 thanks to 
goals from George Haynes and Mark 
Walker. 

Two-goal Jake Biffen helped New 
Forest close the gap on the top two 
after a 3-0 win against third-from-bot- 
tom AFC Hiltingbury Reserves. 
Things got even worse for bottom- of- 
the-table Weston City after losing 6-0 
to mid-table Sporting Wessex, with Joe 
Stimpson scoring a hat trick. 


WEEKEND RESULTS APPEAR IN MONDAY’S DAILY ECHO 
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Boys hand Christmas gifts to Cambridge 


SOUTHAMPTON Boys are 
out of the English Schools 
FA Under-15 PlayStation 
Trophy after handing 
Cambridge a 2-1 fourth 
round victory. 

“Defensive mistakes gifted 
Cambridge both their first 


half goals. It was very dis¬ 
appointing,” sighed manag¬ 
er Phil Ward. 

“I couldn’t wait to get the 
team in the dressing room 
at half-time. It was the first 
time in my three years I was 
disappointed with the lads.” 


The first half bright spot 
was a Tyler Cordner goal. 

“It was a different story 
after the break, when we 
battered them,” Ward con¬ 
tinued. We were camped in 
their half but a combination 
of good goalkeeping, poor 


finishing a last ditch clear¬ 
ances meant we couldn’t 
score that elusive second 
goal.” 

Ward had special praise 
for defender Tommy 
Barnes. “It was a disap¬ 
pointed changing room 


afterwards as the lads knew 
we could and should have 
gone through,’’Ward added. 

Gosport & Fareham are 
left to fly the Hampshire 
colours at Under-15 level : 
they have still to visit North 
Somerset. 



BARTON RUN 


KEEPS GOINS 


GOAL JOY: Babu 
Bajong celebrates his 
goal for Richard 
Tauntons against 
Barton Peveril. 

Below - the chase is 
on during the match, 
which finished in a 3-2 
win for Barton Peveril. 

Picture nos: 17691266 (left) 
and 17691281 


BARTON Peveril ended the 
autumn term on a high, with 
three straight wins and a 
fourth victory in their last 
five Hampshire Sixth Form 
Colleges League matches. 

They beat Richard Taunton 
College 3-2 in a thoroughly enter¬ 
taining affair at Chestnut 
Avenue, which featured two of 
the old traditional Hampshire 
‘grammar schools,’ writes 
MIKE VIMPANY. 

In the bygone era, Richard 
Tauntons were undisputed kings 
of local sixth form soccer, but 
they’ve lived permanently in the 
shadow of cross-city neighbours 
Itchen for the past five years. 

They took the lead against BP, 
with Babu Bajong finishing some 
good work by Callum Drake. 

A Zac Mouland double turned 
the tide and when Jamie 
Saunders made it 3-1, Barton 
Peveril were in cruise mode. 

But had their finishing been 
better - and it’s been a problem 
for RTC all season - the visitors 
could have taken a point or two 
from their visit to Eastleigh. 

Abel Samento Carneiro De 
Almeida - Abel to his friends - 
got one back for Tauntons, but 
some fine saves by James Kille, 
aided by sloppy finishing, saw 
BP home 3-2. 

Itchen, meanwhile, took anoth¬ 
er step towards a sixth straight 
title with a 5-1 win over Havant 


in which Kurtis Garraway and 
Coby Wilson each scored twice 
and Joe Griggs got a fifth. 

Portsmouth, one of the two 
sides to hold Itchen this season, 
crushed Peter Symonds 9-3 with 
Brad Stone and goal king Charlie 
Taylor getting hat-tricks. 

Ryan Crockford, Brad Castle, 
and Elliott Newman responded 
for PSC, whose second team won 
6-2 at Portsmouth, courtesy of 
Charlie Waite’s hat-trick. 

Bournemouth, enjoying their 
best season since Jonny Howell’s 
days, trimmed Farnborough 2-1 
with Kieron Parrett and Ben 
Conway on target. 

Queen Mary’s and Bourne¬ 
mouth & Poole battled out a ten- 
goal thriller - Matt Brown’s 
entertainers surrendering a 4-1 
lead provided by a Matt Morris 
hat-trick and Joe Kimber goal. 

By half-time it was 4-3 and later 
5-3 through Dela Alijah, who 
looked to have sealed it for B & P. 

But a hat-trick from Adam 
Allison got Queen Mary’s right 
back in it. 

With ten minutes left, Joss 
Kellow levelled it 5-5. 

“It was a good striker’s finish - 
the problem was Joss put it in his 
own net,” said Matt Brown, who 
heaped praise on Connor Picken 
for his non-stop work rate. 

Poole Grammar won 1-0 
through Morgan Turner at win¬ 
less Totton, whose late pressure 
failed to bring any reward. 


Festive cup cheer for Hounsdown 


CHRISTMAS has come early for 
Hounsdown’s year 8 soccer team, 
who have plenty to look forward to 
in the New Year. 

A 3-1 win over Bohunt has put 
them into the last 32 of the English 
Schools’ FA Under-13 PlayStation 
Cup, in addition to which 
Hounsdown are also through to the 
Hampshire Cup semi-finals. 

The Totton youngsters have gone 
well in the ESFA national competi¬ 
tion, with wins over Ryde Academy 


(5-2), Jersey’s Victoria College (4-0), 
and Ferndown (7-1) preceding the 
midweek trip to Liphook. 

But things didn’t go as coach Scott 
Bryant might have wished on the 
Surrey county border. 

“We were without influential skip¬ 
per and top scorer Ben Storey, so 
had to make positional changes, it 
blew a gale and then we went 1-0 
down - unfamiliar territory for us,” 
Bryant said. 

“We played into the wind in the 


first half and struggled to cope with 
the conditions, but with the ele¬ 
ments in our favour we played 
much better in the second period.” 

Hounsdown had several clear cut 
opportunities to equalise - shots 
either going wide or the Bohunt 
goalkeeper saving. 

But when they did find the target, 
Hounsdown scored three times in 
the last ten minutes to clinch a 3-1 
win. 

Matt Crowe equalised with a 


penalty - Ryan Jeffery was fouled 
in the box - and then George 
Coombes scored twice in quick suc¬ 
cession to win it. 

“In between times, our own goal¬ 
keeper Billy Phillips made a superb 
save at 1-1,” Bryant added. 

“George Coombes was our man-of- 
the-match. He was everywhere.” 

Hounsdown’s reward is a January 
home tie with Felpham Community 
College, from West Sussex, in round 
six. 


WHEN Mike Menton took over 
the Barton Peveril College 
second team goalkeeping 
duties against Richard 
Taunton College in midweek, 
little did he know he’s soon 
be joining a rarefied club and 
be etching his name into the 
Hampshire Sixth Form 
Colleges annals. 

Midway through the first half 
of the Second XI League 
match between the two local 
colleges, Menton launched a 
huge 90-yard clearance from 
his own goalmouth and into 
the Richard Taunton’s penal¬ 
ty area. 

The drop-kick cleared every¬ 
one, taking RTC goalkeeper 
Phillipe Rodrigues totally by 
surprise - bouncing over his 
head and into the net for 
Barton Peveril’s second goal. 
There really was a sense of 
deja vu about it - Menton’s 
feat being a replica of Stoke 
City stopper Asmir Begovic’s 
100 yard kick, 
that bounced 
wickedly over 
a helpless 
Artur Boruc in 
Saints’ 1-1 
draw at the 
Britannia 
Stadium last 
month. 

The 18-year old 
BTec Sports student, who 
normally plays in centre-mid- 
field and has scored a hand¬ 
ful of goals this season, 
became the first goalkeeper 
to score a goal with a clear¬ 
ance in the league’s long his¬ 
tory. 

“Its the first time I’ve ever 
heard of it happening,” con¬ 
firmed Sixth Form Colleges 
League chairman Steve 
Perkins. 

“There have been plenty of 
cases of goalkeepers scoring 
penalties and a few where 
they’ve come up for corners 
at the end of a game, but 
scoring with a downfield 
clearance is new on me. 

“I recall Peter Shilton doing it for 
Leicester City at The Dell back 
in 1967, but wonder if it’s ever 
happened before in Hampshire 
non-league soccer ?” 

Menton’s second goal point¬ 
ed Barton Peveril to an even¬ 
tual 7-3 victory, Matt Veal 
helping himself to four of the 
goals. 

Aiden Cook and Nolan 
Thomas also hit the target for 
BP, while Dempsey Foreman 
(2) and Matt Kopka replied for 
Richard Taunton. 

• Have you played in or 
watched a local soccer match 
where a goalkeeper has 
scored direct from a drop- 
kick clearance? If you have, 
email 

echosport@dailyecho.co.uk 
with your story. 



CATCH UP WITH ADAM RANT ON PAGE 13 
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Another Portsmouth 
team falls to Saints 

Southampton Saints Ulls 11 
Portsmouth Ladies U11 1 
Saints U11 team, the Devils, 
were without Emily Gardner 
in goal for this friendly due to 
injury. 

Four of the team took it in 
turns to put on the gloves in 
a game that was an opportu¬ 
nity to allow players to try 
unfamiliar positions. 
Portsmouth were a new 
team with only two matches 
under their belts and, more 
significantly, three players 
off with injury which left 
them without subs. 

On the poisitve side for 
Portsmouth they were field¬ 
ing two players who currently 
play in the Hampshire FA 
develoment centre. 

Devils won immediate pos¬ 
session to hit Portsmouth 
with an 18-second goal from 
Larissa White, playing centre 
forward. 

It was the first goal in a hat- 
trck. Francesca Manson’s 
passing, spot on as usual, set 
up Larissa for the second 
goal on five minutes and she 
then scored one of two out¬ 
standing goals in the match. 
Francesca’s pass, chipped 
high over Portsmouth's 
defence was inch-perfect for 
Larissa to execute a ‘profes¬ 
sional’ volley on the turn. 
After Holly Jerrim struck the 
bar, Grace Griffiths scored 
the second cracker of the 
match with a lob from left 
midfield. 

In between Portsmouth 
worked hard and made 
numerous breaks but the 
solid Devils defence were up 
to the task apart from one 
lapse in concentration which 
allowed a Portsmouth striker 
clean through through to 
make it 4-1 to the Devils at 
the break. 

The second half saw Sophie 
Shiner, more used to def¬ 
ence, at left mid, relishing 
the opportunity to run at the 
defence and cross balls. 

The Devils kept up the pres¬ 
sure and further goals came 
from Charlotte Webb (3) Holly 
McKeowen (2), Larissa White 
and Katelyn Wort. 

Holly Jerrim was frustrated 
again when another of her 
shots struck the bar. 

Devils’ defence was as good 
as ever with Holly Blackall, 
Kaytlin Roberts and Lucy 
Nightingale all calmly clear¬ 
ing the ball and playing 
excellent long balls up the 
line and diagonally. 

A spirited game allowed the 
managers to experiment and 
assess players away from the 
pressures of a league match. 
Player of the match was Holly 
Jerrim. 


Eight-goal thriller in 




Hampshire Junior Cup 


DARBY Green & Potley go 
through to the fourth Round of 
the Hampshire FA Junior B Cup 
after winning an eight-goal 
thriller against Landguard 
Rovers 5-3. 

With the score at 1-1 at half time, 
all the action happened in the sec¬ 
ond half, making for a very exciting 
game, writes SEAN RICHARD¬ 
SON. 

In the Senior Division Cricketer 
Arms leapfrogged Bush Hill & 
Newton Heath with an 8-1 demoli¬ 
tion. Goals from Santine Mucci (4), 
a hat-trick by Joe Moore and an 
Adam Brown goal gave them the 
very convincing score line. 

A consolation goal from Monirul 
Islam and a good display by goal¬ 
keeper Simon McDougall made 
sure the score didn’t reach double 
figures. 

In Junior Division 1 AFC 
Bursledon remained top - and con¬ 
tinued their unbeaten start to the 
season after beating Glen 4-2. With 
the score at 1-1 at 
half time, the sec¬ 
ond half pro¬ 
duced goals 
galore, with 
Lewis Crook (2), 
Nicky Brown and 
Darren Nutbeen 
cementing the 
victory and Glen 
goals from Carl 
Allain and Dan 
Piernicki making 
DARREN it an exciting 

NUTBEEN game. 

His goal FC Railway 

helped were unable *° 

n„ rp i QHAn move up to 

Bursledon fourth after corn- 

stay top in i ng back to draw 

Junior l-i with AFC 

Riverside. Mike 
Collins put 
Riverside in the lead at half time, 
Daniel Todd getting the equaliser. 

Obelisk moved into second place 
on goal difference after beating 
fourth-placed Chartwell Green 4-2. 
Lee Ryves (2), Matthew McKenzie 
and Marcus Brown hit Obelisk’s 
four. Sam McCall and Brad 
Copperthwaite closed the gap but 
Obelisk finished comfortable vic¬ 
tors. 

AFC Portswood go 12 points ahead 
in Junior Division 2 and remain 
unbeaten after winning 4-2 against 
RS Ocean Village. A hat-trick from 
Eric Makate and a goal from Nick 
Green clinched what was a close 
fought game throughout with goals 
for RS Ocean Village from Ben 
Dawkins and Louis Cassim. 

Titans go ahead of AFC Velmore 
on goal difference in Junior 
Division 3 after beating them 2-0 
with both goals from Sam Keyte and 


Sam Bessant before the break. 

AFC Bishopstoke remain fourth 
after drawing 1-1 with second- 
placed Bridge AFC Reserves. 
Bishopstoke opened the scoring in 
the first half through Anthony 
Pendlebury, Joe Flood equalising in 
the second. 

Boyatt Wood Wanderers sur¬ 
prised third-placed Chartwell 
Green Reserves in a thrilling 3-2 
victory. Boyatt goals from Jason 
Palmer (2) and Craig Proudly and 


Allbrook go clear 


AFC ALLBROOK move four points 
clear at the top of the 
Southampton and District Sunday 
Football League Division 1, 
thrashing Roll Call 6-1. 

Goals from Dave Reading (2), 
Richard Hyom, Richard Luffman, 
Tom Sands and Mike Tickner 
secured the victory with a goal in 
the first half for Roll Call not 


doing much to alter the outcome. 

In Division 2 Holbury United FC 
won an 11-goal thriller 8-3 against 
Trants FC. 

Otter FC and AFC Anchor drew 
2-2 with all the action in the first 
half. Paul Baker and Mark 
Turnbull scored for Otter FC and 
two from Craig Green for AFC 
Anchor ensured the draw. 


HAT-TRICK: Eric 
Makate’s treble helped 
AFC Portswood to a 4-2 
win against RS Ocean 
Village. 


1 XOUHT CARa\z> 




replies from Dave and Mike Fielden 
made for a very close game. 

King George got their first win of 
the season, beating bottom-of-the- 
table Royal Marine 2-0. They 
seemed comfortable throughout, 
taking the lead in the first half and 
cementing their win with another 
in the second scored by Mark 
Phillips and Michael Gough. 

Carnival UK thrashed Durley 6-2 
in a mid-table clash in Junior 
Division 4. Goals from Sam 


Homewood (2), Gary Crook (2), Jon 
Snelling and Jamie Barron eased 
them to victory. Tim Hazeldine and 
Owen Williams managed consola¬ 
tion goals for Durley. 

Eastpoint come from behind to 
draw 2-2 with fourthed place Hedge 
End Rangers who had led 2-0 at 
half-time with goals from Alex 
O’Hara and Joshua Porter. 
Eastpoint fought back through Pete 
Parker and Chris Hill. 

Roll Call remain top of the table 
after a convincing 5-2 victory over 
AFC Gulf Western. Goals from 
Amish Morjaria (2), Charlie Hinge, 
Adam Headington and Ash Lovett 
secured the victory for the table 
toppers. Two consolation goals 
from Kelvin Kellaway could not 
change the outcome. 

Itchen Saints remain three points 
behind Roll Call, thrashing bottom- 
of-the-table Sherfield English 
Reserves 6-1. Goals from Danny 
Phillips, Coby Wilson (2), Connor 
Wilson, Jamie Martin and Jack 
Garrett gave them the easy win, 
Ross Hall scoring a consolation for 
Sherfield. 


KEEP UP WITH FOOTBALL ALL WEEK IN THE DAILY ECHO 
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SOUTHAMPTON Saints GLFC 
Under 16s are pleased to 
announce that they have new kit 
sponsors, Sydenhams Group Ltd. 

Chris Carter, Group Purchasing 
and Marketing Manager said: 
“Sydenhams are proud to sponsor 
the Southampton Saints Girls 
Under 16 Team. We wish them 
every success with their forth¬ 
coming matches and we hope 
they can emulate the same level 
of success as recently experienced 
by the Southampton FC 
Premiership team.” 

Saints Under-16s 

manager/coach Peter Horne said 
that his players were delighted to 
have the new kit, and wanted to 
thank Sydenhams most sincerely 
for their generosity. 

His team has won all their 
games so far this season, beating 
Swindon Town, Yeovil Town, 
Maidenhead United, and 
Portsmouth Ladies home and 
away, amongst many others. 
They currently top their local 
League table. 

Back in May, last season's 
Under-16s, which included sever¬ 
al of this year's Under-16s, won 
the prestigious Bolton Wanderers 
Ladies Cup, beating Bolton 
Academy 1-0 at the Reebok 
Stadium, Bolton. 


SAINTS UNDER-16s: Pictured in their new Sydenhams kit are, left to right, back: Belinda Villa, Eilidh 
Currie, Isabel Glover, Ella Hunkin, Millie Peake, Charlie Hall, Hannah Richards, and Charlotte Cockram. 
Front: Paris Payne, Jordan Bradshaw, Kayleigh Tonks, Elle Pearce, Tiffany Eley (captain), Coral Oakley, 
Martha Phillips, and Peter Horne (manager/coach). Picture by Tara Shave 


Shock for new team as 
Saints crack in 13 goals 


Itchen’s 
ladies into 
last four 

ITCHEN College’s Ladies team took a big step 
towards retaining their British Colleges’ South 
East regional title by beating Kent-based Priory 
School 7-0 to set up a semi-final tie with 
Barking Abbey School. 

Atlanta Primus, daughter of former 
Portsmouth defender Linvoy, returned from 
international duty with the England under 17 
team for the trip to Kent, and it was her hat- 
trick that set up a comfortable win for Itchen. 

Her first two strikes gave Itchen a 2-0 lead at 
the interval, but playing with a strong wind in 
their favour in the second half, the result was 
never in doubt after Ellie Kirby had extended 
the Itchen lead on the hour. 

The prolific Meg Fox chipped in with two ‘sig¬ 
nature’ strikes from distance, and Ellie 
Harrington, better known for her basketballing 
talents, wrapped things up with a simple tap-in 
after the Priory goalkeeper failed to hold a 
Laura Rafferty shot. 


Southampton 
Saints 
U1213 
Oakley U12 0 

SAINTS gave a warm wel¬ 
come to Oakley at the 
Garrison Ground last week¬ 
end. They put 13 goals past 
a team they had never met 
before. 

With Arabella on holiday and 
Beth Turner out through 
injury, Simge Rosz came out on 
pitch and Hannah and Jennifer 
did a half each in goal. 

Striker Simge was quick off 
the mark straight from the 
Saints kick off, immediately 
pressuring the Oakley defence 
and not giving them any time 
on the ball. 

With four defenders avail¬ 
able, Manisha had the chance 
to play at right wing. And her 
er skill and forward-thinking 
came off as she scored two 
goals, one with was a long shot 
and the other from a Kia 
Anteney pass. 

Manisha also managed to set 
Simge up with her first goal of 
the season. 


With Jennifer in goal, Saints 
played slightly differently 
going forward, relying on 
wingers such as Grace, Lisa 
and Chloe to get up and help. 

Grace managed to score two 
for herself prior to the half 
time whistle when she netted 
from Simge’s corner and 
placed another effort into the 
corner with the outside of her 
boot. 

Oakley attacked with their 
pacey strikers but Sian, 
Hannah and Emily were on 
form and let little go past them. 

After the break, Jennifer 
proved why she is our top goal 
scorer when she scored twice 
from Chloe’s crosses, a long 
range free kick (which sneaked 
into the corner due to Kia 
blocking the keeper’s vision) 
and the another closing down 
the keeper to score from close 
range. 

Birthday girl Chloe Hussey 
also managed to bag herself a 
hat-trick. She got on the end of 
one of Kia’s crosses and twice 
dribbled into the box to send 
the ball flying into the top cor¬ 
ner. 

It was a great performance 
from Saints to manage to main¬ 


tain the pressure up the whole 
game. 

With the different formation 
that was played, the girls 
adapted well and played good 
football. Oakley battled hard 
and didn't make it easy - espe¬ 
cially their goalkeeper who 
saved a glut of shots. 

Managers player of the game 
went Chloe and Lisa. 

Despite Lisa not getting onto 
the score sheet, her un-noticed 
work is the reason to help the 
defence and is her composure 
on the ball when going forward 
createsmany opportunities. 

Chloe shared the award after 
she celebrated her birthday in 
style by scoring some cracking 
goals. She continues to grow in 
ability and knowledge and her 
crosses set up many goals. 

Oppositions player-of-the- 
game wnt to to Simge due to 
her non-stop running when she 
played up front for the whole of 
the first half. 

It wasn't noticable that it was 
her first on-pitch game back 
for months when she was hold¬ 
ing the ball up for her team 
mates and creating chances 
with her skill. 


U14 top of the 
Christmas tree 

Portsmouth Uni U14s 1 
Southampton Saints U14s 2 
A STEADY game saw both 
team trying to keep posses¬ 
sion in the early stages. 

Both created half chances 
early on but failed to capi¬ 
talise. 

Saints’ Sarah Williamson 
controlled most of the play 
in the middle third and took 
the game to Uni players but 
couldn’t produce a killer 
pass. 

Both team defended well 
in a chanceless first 20 
minutes. 

But Uni defenders then 
failed to clear a ball just 
outside their penalty box, 
and Alisha Buckingham was 
quick to react - beating one 
defender and hitting the 
net. 

Within two minutes 
Williamson and Leah Brown 
exchanged good passes in 
the middle third and Brown 
ran away from the last 
defender and beat the goal- 



* 


Lucy Nightingale breaks for¬ 
ward for the Devils against 
Portsmouth Ladies Ulls 

keeper with a low shot. 

Subs Abbie Kill, Georgia 
Knight and Leah Lacey 
came on for Brown, 
Buckingham and Ellie 
Russell as the second half 
started with Saints on top. 

But Portsmouth held firm 
and then put Saints’ 
defence under pressure 
with which Lauren Stone 
and Emily Herding dealt 
well. 

At times was end to end, 
both teams wanting to win 
the game and taking all the 
three points. 

Saints failed to deal with 
the second ball at a corner 
and the Uni team pulled the 
score back to 2-1. 

Saints created lots of 
chances but did not have 
their scoring boots on. The 
win still keeps them top of 
the league. 

Saints player of the match 
went to Lauren Stone. 
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^yfclcC ^rriers 


S> Rack 


The Ultimate Christmas Gift 


l-PLCCNRT 

EXPERIENCE DAYS 


www.swansystems.co.uk email: info@swansystems.co.uk 


CASH PRIZE 
EVERY WEEK 

Runner-up will win at least £1,000 

Daily Echo 


Unit 2, Helical Trade Centre, Third V 
Avenue, Southampton, S015 OLE, 

Tel: 02380 701590 .M* FLOORING LIMITED 

*to the equivalent of the amount of Parador flooring purchased 




The Crown Stirrup 


The Crown Stirrup is the only pub 
in the world with this name. 

Its secret is hung above the fireplace. 

• Sunday Carvery 

• Walks + cycle from garden 

• Dogs welcome 

• New Years Day breakfast brunch 10.30 -1 

• Large garden and children's play area 

10% OFF 

i your bill in January when eating 
1 from the main menu \'/ 

* ‘excludes New Years Day. Not in conjunction with any other offer<^ 

L — — — — _ — _J 

www.thecrownstirrup.co.uk 

02380 282339 


Home Choose Carpets 

111 A 


Over 20 Years Experience 
100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from, 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING * FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

• FREE UPLIFT & DISPOSAL OF OLD CARPETS 

We move your Furniture FREE of charge 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

for immediate attention 




6&au+'f v ' 1 


hofft6 


Cfoxtjw Gift to- you 

UP TO 25% OFF 

^LL BEDROOM FURNITURE I 

&SWANSLIDING DOORS Jnig 


fvrni'h'’'®' 


Titchfield Showroom: West End Showroom: 

Units 6 / 6a The Tanneries, East Street, 15-19 Swaythling Road, West End, 

Titchfield, Fareham P014 4AR Southampton S030 3AG 

Tel: 01329 843 636 Tel: 02380 465 485 

Sale Valid 1st November - 30th November 2013 




RN UFORGETTRBLE EXPERIENCE 
HANDLING AND FLYING EAGLES, 
HAWKS, FALCONS AND OWLS 

www.forestfalconry.com 


CKrisfwt^s "fVodft <a!1 ^L... 

mj Towbar Services Ltd 

yHampshire's No.1 Mobile Towbar Fitting Service 

Based in FAIR OAK - Serving Hampshire & Surrounding Area 

- ^ IjjL -- 

— • ‘ ■ .j.P» w ALL VEHICLE 


TOWb^T? > TYPES MAKES 

j 1A|iTT _ B Fitted at our workshop • j 

W,TTER we come to you! 


023 8069 53?f 

www.towbarservices.com 

Towbar Services Ltd, Pavilion Close, Fair Oak, Eastleigh, Hampshire S050 7PS 
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^ Eastleigh 

Eastleigh’s Premier eCig store. 

Thousands of happy customers have 
made the switch to Electronic Cigarettes. 

Official Innokin, Kangertech and VT 
stockist. 

(TSPSJEHSgSil /'Inn ok in) 






tCITA 


member 




4 






Official 


n '1 


;rr . 

oissojn 

tfXEOBHi) 


The Safer Alternative To Smoking.. 
No Tar! No Carbon Monoxide! 
With or without Nicotine. 

023 80615692 

42 Market Street, Eastleigh. 
Southampton. Hampshire. S050 5RA 
sales@vteastleigh.co.uk 

www.vteastleigh.co.uk 


I kangertech 




|| I Bring this advert to our Eastleigh store 

V * fJYTJ for 10% off any purchase over £20. 

Valid until Uie end of January 2014. 


ZJ>/ 




'CJ't. 


i’ 


The Safer Alternative To Smoking.. 
No Tar! No Carbon Monoxide! 
With or without Nicotine. 

07790 500 200 

423 Shirley Road, Shirley. Southampton 
Hampshire. SOI 5 3JF 
sales@vtsouthampton.co.uk 

www.vtsouthampton.co.uk 


Bring this advert to our Shirley store 
00 ? for 10% off any purchase over £20. 


Valid until the end of January 2014. 


FROM THE CREATORS OF M I D N IG HT TAN GO 




Winter Warmer 

SPECIAL OFFER 


Inclusive of flights from only £180* per person 


The perfect Christmas gift or a treat for yourself, enjoy a two night break at the beautiful 
Fermain Valley Hotel including return flights from Southampton, a complimentary room 
upgrade, a delicious three course dinner, complimentary use of the facilities and a traditional 
Guernsey breakfast. 

On a cold winter's night, use our indoor heated pool, snuggle in the lounge next to an open 
fire with a glass of wine or watch your favourite movie in the private cinema after enjoying a 
delicious dinner in the 2 AA Rosette Valley Restaurant. 


Tue 1 - 

Sat5July2014 

Book omine: mayflower.org.uk box office: 02380 711811 

www.dancetildawnonstage.com 


Please call Hotel Reservations 

0800 316 0314 or email 
reservations@vistahotels.co.uk 

www.fermainvalley.com 

*Rate quoted based on two people sharing a Silver room. Special offer redeemable for bookings up until the 31/03/14 excluding Christmas Eve, 
Christmas Day, New Year and Valentine's Day. 




HOTEL GUERNSEY 

★ ★ ★ ★ 


Garage Doors 

Winter Sale 

Fully Automatic Electric 

Aluminium Roller 
Door Fitted to the 
Highest Standard. 

• Made to measure locally 

• Maintenance Free 

• Simple Key 
Fob Operation 

• Fully Insulated 

• Fully Guaranteed 

• No deposit required 

V 


skandoor 


01962 353184 

FOR YOUR FREE NO OBLIGATION SURVEY/QUOTATION 

www.skandoor.co.uk ^ ^ 
info@skandoor.co.uk 


LATE 

AVAILABILITY 
COACH HOLIDAYS 

EARLY SEASON BARGAIN BREAKS 

13 Jan : Torquay at Leisure 5 day.£119 

13 Jan : Midweek entertainment break 5 day.£143 

17 Jan : Angela Holidays Reunion Weekend 4 day...£198 

27 Jan : Chester, Liverpool & Peak District 5 day.£179 

03 Feb : Warners Lakeside Bowls Break 5 day.£182 

10 Feb : Club Class Get Together 4 day.£239 

10 Feb : Kent Winter Warmer 5 day...,..... £245 

10 Feb : Cornish Coast - St Ives 5 day.... £239 

16 Feb : Grand Duchy of Luxembourg 5 day.£269 

16 Feb : Ludlow Winter Warmer 5 day.£269 

16 Feb : Disneyland Paris 4 day............. £259 

17 Feb : Snowdrops in The Cotswolds 5 day.....,.,..,.,,...£279 

21 Feb : Nice Carnival & Menton Lemon Festival 10 day.£699 

24 Feb : Highland House Party 6 day.£349 

24 Feb : Chester Winter Warmer 5 day..... £239 

28 Feb : Snowdrops at Hodstock Priory 4 day..£239 

03 Mar: Yorkshire - A Touch of Class 5 day.£219 

03 Mar: Warners Alvaston Hall 5 day.£329 

03 Mar: Somerset Coast & Country 5 day...£219 

05 Mar: Highlands All Inclusive 5 day.. £539 

07 Mar: Isle of Wight - Dance Break 4 day.£196 

09 Mar: Valkenburg & Monschau 6 day.£349 

09 Mar: Scottish Winter Warmer 6 day__ £339 

10 Mar: Isle of Wight - Mock Cruise 5 day.. £219 

10 Mar: Scarborough 5 day.£239 

10 Mar: Sidmouth & The Jurassic Coast 5 day.£304 

15 Mar: Lake Garda 8 day__ £539 

16 Mar: Austrian House Party 8 day £529 

16 Mar: Rhine & Moselle Valleys 6 day.£359 

17 & 24 Mar: Torquay at Leisure 5 day.£139 

Contact us now for full details 

A A Oaktree House 

Lowford 
Bursledon 
Southampton 
S031 8ES 

Tel (023) 80408223 

E-mail : bookings@angelaholidays.co.uk 
Web: www.angelaholidays.co.uk 


Newsquest 

accepts all 
major credit 
cards... 


■1 
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■ 



A career-best double-century against Swan Green on the 
final day of the season enabled Camelot’s Dean Peacock 
to top the Regional Division 3 South West batting charts. 
Peacock, pictured alongside Hampshire skipper Jimmy 
Adams (left), had the Swan Green bowlers hissing as he 
slammed a boundary-strewn 210 in towering Camelot’s 
308-5. Peacock hit three other half-centuries this summer 
and finished the season with 606 runs. 



Evergreen Suttoners spinner Derek Hopkins snapped up his 
second consecutive Hampshire League individual bowling 
award when he took 30 wickets to top the Regional Division 3 
South West charts. 



Matt Hollier of Suttoners, with Jimmy Adams. 



Trophies galore ! Suttoners’ three captains - Wayne Murry (left), Jim Straight (centre) and Jonny Arnold (right) - pictured 
with their Hampshire League divisional awards. 

A HAT-TRICK FOR 


SUTTONERS took the final Hampshire 
Cricket League awards presentation 
evening by storm as their three teams 
celebrated a unique hat-trick of 
Regional Division titles. 

Over 50 players, officials and supporters 
of the Bournemouth-based club - smartly 


attired in their ‘Derek Hopkins is a Legend’ 
bright yellow ties - partied the night away 
as they toasted a stunning summer of suc¬ 
cess, writes MIKE VIMPANY. 

Combined, they won all but two of their 40 
league matches this season, winning the 
Regional Division 2, 3 and 4 South West 
championships. Suttoners first team swept 
the board, winning all 14 SW2 matches, 


with Matt Hollier’s 691-run tally rewarded 
with the Divisional batting award. 

Hollier, skipper Jonny Arnold and broth¬ 
er Nick all hit the century mark on two sep¬ 
arate occasions, while Chris Rawlings 
grabbed 32 wickets, including six-wicket 
hauls against Great Dunford and 
Winterbourne. 

Suttoners second and third teams didn’t 



PRIZE 

GUYS: 

Sporting 
Wessex pair 
Paul 

Wilkinson 
(left), with 28 
wickets, and 
Matt 
Burrows, 
who made 
569 runs, 
won the 
Regional 4 
South East 
bowling and 
batting 
prizes, 
respectively. 
Hampshire 
skipper 
Jimmy 
Adams pre¬ 
sented their 
awards. 
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Suttoners’ third team captain Jim 
Straight certainly lived up to his 
name when he bowled straight and 
grabbed 30 wickets, the biggest 
individual haul in Regional 4 South 
West. 


Verwood 2nds looked set to complete a 100 per cent sweep of Regional Division 4 North West - until 
they lost their last match. By then, the title race was all wrapped up, with nine wins securing the sil¬ 
verware for the Dorset border club. Richard Mitchell enjoyed a terrific all-round season, with 420 runs 
and 26 wickets. Eric Pearson made 229 runs, while Dan Thompson weighed in with 24 victims. 

SUTTONERS 


quite manage unblemished records - each 
losing one game. 

Skipper Wayne Murry, Graham Martin, 
Nick Dennett and Matt Ward all made SW3 
centuries, Ward’s 490-run tally being com¬ 
plemented with 23 dismisals behind the 
stumps, a host of his stumpings coming off 
the canny Derek Hopkins. 

Suttoners’ 3rd XI suffered one blip, win¬ 


ning 11 of their 12 SW3 games. 

Ryan Murphy twice notched centuries, 
Dan Sansome made an unbeaten 104 against 
Ferndown/Wayfarers, while skipper Jim 
Straight celebrated two six-wicket hauls. 

Hampshire skipper Jimmy Adams dished 
out the prizes at the awards evening, which 
was compered by Daily Echo sports writer 
Mike Vimpany. 


Hampshire captain Jimmy Adams presents the Hampshire 
League Regional 3 North East divisional trophy to Pete 
Jerram of Langley Manor, who celebrated three separate pro¬ 
motions this summer. The Manor’s third team won 12 of their 
13 matches, with Matt Alford and Sam Hillman scoring cen¬ 
turies and Ethan Harvey taking 23 wickets. 



Hampshire skipper Jimmy Adams (centre) presented the Regional Division 3 South East individual awards to 36- 
wicket Dave Pitts (Emsworth) and Kerela’s Baiju Kurian, who made 493 runs to win the batting prize. 

All pictures courtesy of LMI Photography. 



Promising teenage Bramshaw cricketer Taylor 
Vane was without doubt the Hampshire 
League Regional 4 North West Cricketer of 
the Year. His 580-run aggregate included a 
maiden 130 against Whitchurch, in addition to 
which he took 29 wickets bowling his medium 
right-arm pace seam. 



HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE REGIONAL 


DIVISIONS 1-4 



Runs 

Av 

K Sharma (Brockenhurst) 

817 

62.85 

J.Cooper (Godshill) 

816 

62.77 

B.Lawrence (Burghclere) 

806 

73.27 

J.Channon (Chawton) 

775 

64.58 

C. Mitchell (Coldon Common) 

754 

75.4 

J.Beck (Burley) 

737 

61.42 

R.Pleace Snr (Liss) 

719 

59.92 

LHussain (RAM) 

696 

58 

R.Webb (Fareham & Cr) 

695 

69.5 

M.Hollier (Suttoners) 

691 

76.78 


Highest partnerships 

305: K.Cowell & M.AIIen (Riverside v Hythe & 
Dibden, 3SW) 

276: J Johnson & S.Haque (Emsworth v 
Purbrook, 3SE) 

254: S.Cox & J.Painter (Fawley v Totton & 
Eling, 1W) 

251 :P M.Barton & W.SIeeman (Shrewton v 
Hyde, 1W) 


Highest scores 

255*: B.Lawrence (Burghlere v Thruxton, 2N) 
210 D.Peacock (Camelot v Swan Green, 3SW) 
201* H.Anstee (Bashley v Hythe & Dibden, 
3SW) 

187 J.Cooper (Godshill v Shrewton, 1W) 

178 J Johnson (Emsworth v Purbrook, 3SE) 
176* C.Falkingham (Littleton v Ashford Hill, IN) 

Most wickets 

0 R W AV 
D.Pitts (Emsworth 3SE) 127 509 36 14.14 

R. Paul (Bashley 2W) 105 381 35 10.89 

A.Vyas (Old Basing 4NE) 62 173 34 5.09 
H.Gilbert (Damerham 2W) 126 421 3412.38 
C.Wood (Hyde 1W) 113.1411 3312.45 

C.Rawlings (Suttoners2W) 88 233 32 7.28 

S. Mant (Over Wallop IN) 104 385 32 12.03 

Best Bowling 

8-18: C.Waters (Holybourne v Midhurst, 4NE 
8-27: T.Price (Gosport v Hayling Island, IS) 

7-9: T.Yeates (Easton & Martyr Worthy v 
Hartley Wintney, 2N) 

7-11: M.James (Waterlooville v Knowle Village, 
3SE) 


7-12: S.Boardman (Redlynch & Hale v 
Southampton Travellers, 3NW) 

7-12: A.Rehman (Highfield v Portsmouth 
Community, 2S) 

7-14: H.Greenwood (Brockenhurst v VTCC, 
3SW) 

7-15: S.Mant (Over Wallop v Sherfield on 
Loddon, IN) 

7-28: M.Brimble (Hursley Park v Southampton 
Travellers, IS) 

Highest team score 

416-6: Kerala v Portchester, 3SE 

Lowest team score 

20: Portsmouth Community v Service Master, 
4SE 
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Christmas 
Gift Vouchers 


g Hampshire MlT,fflCWgr 

JfijF County Council 


NOWiON 


££Ae> voue d^ei5rMA5 e>Aie^AiM5 


uihen you spend £50 uihile stocks Inst 


Best value for money you will find anywhere in the 
south. Come and see for yourself, you will be amazed 
by our stock and prices 

We are located upstairs in 
II The Marlands Mall, Southampton. 
TTF I Unit 52-54 

/ I The Marlands Shopping Centre, 
jLA, 'Cl Southampton, SOM 2YD 

i 02380633947 

-• I www.rockbottomtoystores.co.uk 


NOW OPEN AT 

A l! 

7 High Street, Eastleigh, 
SO50 5LB 

Visit our spares department for 
Hornby, Bachmann and Scalextric 

www.acmodelsspares.co.uk 


Come and enjoy a warm country 
welcome from the new management 
at The Fox and Hounds in Fair Oak. 

Offering a family friendly atmosphere catering 
from the largest to the smallest of appetites.. 

Two courses £8.95 Mon - Fri until 5pm. 

Wednesday is grill night offering two meals (inc. steak) 
and a bottle of wine for £25. (Vegetarian Option 
also available) 

Home cooked Sunday lunch £8.95 per head 


£5 off your bill 

when you spend £25+1 Managers decision final 
on production of this advert 
Valid January 2014 only 


Call 02380 696344 to book 

DOGS WELCOME IN THE MAIN BAR 
(inc. free doggy treats one per paw!) 


-The 1 Fox ; and 'Hounds 

Winchester Road, Fair Oak, Eastleigh S050 7HB 
Tel: 02380 696344 


(BitterneJ 

Ca 


formerly ‘Bitterne Cabs’ 


Available 


A C Models 

9 High Street, Eastleigh, SO50 5LF 
www.acmodelseastleigh.co.uk 

02380 610100 


023 8043 3000 

• 8 Seater 

• Wheelchair accessible 

• Airports, good rates 


Celebrating 60 years 
service at 
10 Deacon Road 


www.bitternecarssouthampton.com 


^ PolarPlastics 


PVC-u SPECIALISTS for: 


• Windows • Doors 

• Conservatories • Fascias 

• Cladding • Gutters 
Glass units • Window repairs 


• NO HARD SELL FAMILY BUSINESS 
10 YEAR INSURANCE BACKED GUARANTEE 


OPEN 6 DAYS-A-WEEK 
Mon to Sat 

Telephone 
023 8089 9611 

www.polarplastics.co.uk 
email: sales@polarplastics.co.uk 

10 Holbury Precinct, 

Holbury Drove, Holbury, I fensa I 

Southampton 


• McTimoney Chiropractic 

• Colonic Hydrotherapy 

• Massage •Acupuncture 

• Nutrition & many more 

For FREE brochure please ring 023 8058 2245 

www.grovetherapy.com 

Email: admin@grovetherapy.com 


the GROVE 


22 Grosvenor Road, Highfield, Southampton, SOI 71RT. 

023 8058 2245 


Sir 

Harold 


.Hillier 

Gardens 

Romsey Hampshire 


CRUSOE 


Saturday 14 December 2013 to 
Sunday 5 January 2014* 

A trail of swashbuckling fun 
for children. Come see trees 
decorated to depict the thrilling 
tale of Robinson Crusoe. 

Will Blackheart the Pirate steal the treasure map? 
Will our hero defeat the mighty sea monster? 
Will you complete the trail to win a prize? 

‘Pirate Lunch’ available in the Pavilion Restaurant 

* Open daily 10-5 with last admission for trail 
at 3pm. Early closing Christmas Eve; Closed 
Christmas Day and Boxing Day. 

** This offer applies 
to adults paying full price 
gift aid admission to 
the Gardens when 
purchasing a 
Children’s Bauble 
Hunt ticket. Cheaper 
ticket goes free. 

Cannot be used for 
special events, groups 
or in conjunction with 
any other offer. 


www.hilliergardens.org.uk 


CASH PRIZE 
EVERY WEEK 

Runner-up will win at least £1,000 

Daily Echo 
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BREAKTHROUGH CARPET 
FITTING SERVICE IS. 

THE STRESS-LESS WAY TO REPLACE YOUR CARPETS. 

YOU CAN NOW HAVE NEW FITTED CARPETS IN YOUR HOME, 
BUT WITHOUT THE NIGHTMARE OF CLEARING YOUR ROOM IN 
PREPARATION,INCLUDING FIVE FREE ESSENTIAL EXTRAS. 


A fter years of accepting traditional carpet 
fitting methods, customers just like you, 
are now choosing the smart way to have 
new carpets. Never again will you need 
to empty your room of furniture, and take up your 
old carpet ready for the fitters just to walk in and 
roll out your new carpet. Let's be frank here, if 
you're paying for a job to be done, you shouldn't be 
expected to do more than half the work yourself. It 
would be like eating at a nice restaurant, paying for 
your meal and then washing up. 

Five free extra bonuses for you 

Feature Flooring and Carpets not only removes and 


repositions your furniture, but will also uplift and 
take away your old floor coverings, secure any loose 
or squeaky floorboards, expertly fit your carpet and 
will also trim doors to fit over your new carpets, and 
then vacuum, bag up, and remove all rubbish and 
off cuts. Leaving you with nothing to do but put 
back your ornaments and photographs and then 
enjoy your carpet for years to come. 

A note from a customer 

Thank you most sincerely for all the work you carried 
out to a most satisfactory finish, we are delighted 
with the overall conclusion of all rooms completed. 
Mr and Mrs. M. West End. 


Just one thing for you to do now 

Call Freephone, e mail or a good old fashioned 
letter is all that it takes, to arrange a free home 
visit for you to choose from over 997 carpets and 
vinyls, from 11 top manufacturers, always in stock 
whichever carpet you need for your home they 
have a range of quality and prices including the 
least and the most expensive and finally rid yourself 
of your old carpets that you've been thinking of 
changing for years and do it the stress-less way, 
and for the same price as fitting in an empty room. 
With a unique 100% guarantee of satisfaction. 
Call feature flooring and carpets now. 



FEATURE FLOORING AND CARPETS 

FREEPHONE 0800 915 8295 • SOUTHAMPTON 02380 736004 • 12 Upton Crescent, Nursling, Southampton S016 8AB 
e.mail info@featureflooringandcarpets.co.uk • www.lovemycarpet.co.uk 


Currently rated 9.8 out of 10, with over 400 feedbacks cheekatrade.com 

* Where reputation marten 


LANDLORDS 

Need help with your rental property? 

We are a long-established letting agent, 
able to help in dispute resolution. 

Tenant Find - Full Management - Rent Guarantee 



Parkers Lettings Ltd 

For free information and advice, contact your local office: 

Totton Romsey Southampton 

023 8086 8578 01794 521818 023 8042 8336 

www.parkerslettings.com 


MCKENZIES FURNITURE 


QUALITY SOLID OAK AND PINE FURNITURE 




PAINTED PINE 
SOLID OAK 
SOLID PINE 
CHESTS 
BEDS 

DINING TABLES 

SIDEBOARDS 

DRESSERS 

BOOKCASES 

WARDROBES 

DESKS 


BOOKCASES, ROBES, CHESTS, SIDEBOARDS, 
DINING TABLES AND KITCHEN UNITS MADE TO 
SPECIAL SIZES IN SOLID OAK, PINE, RECLAIMED 
PINE AND PAINTED PINE. 


/I Debenhams \\ £ 

l°i- l h 


J 


MCKENZIES I 


TEL 02380 231711 
MCKENZIES FURNITURE 

49 QUEENSWAY SOUTHAMPTON | WWW.MCKENZIESFURNITURE.CO.UK 


Great days out! 

JAN 14 & 30 Adinkerke via Eurotunnel 


16 

Half Day Mystery Tour 

£15.00 

20 

Cadbury World 

£43.00 

22 

Portobello Road Market 

£20.00 

25 

Bletchley Park - Station X 

£45.00 

27 

Adinkerke via Eurotunnel 

£40.00 

01 

Adinkerke via Eurotunnel 

£40.00 

02 

All Day Mystery Tour 

£20.00 

02 

Knit & Stitch It, Farnborough 

£28.00 

02 

Brugge via Eurotunnel 

£39.00 

12 

Morgan Motor Company 

£31.00 

15 

Bournemouth & Swanage 

£17.00 

19 

Blenheim Palace 

£34.00 

19 

Oxford 

£20.00 

22 

Brugge via Eurotunnel 

£39.00 

23 

Half Day to Shaftesbury & Gold Hill 

£15.00 

25 

Adinkerke via Eurotunnel 

£40.00 

26 

London for Shopping - dropping off at Park Lane 

£20.00 



LEDHUTsas 

the LED store that saves you more 

LUMiLiFe 

£ \ 4 

A - j 

■■ . ' 


SAVE 


90% 


_UPT0_ 

ON YOUR LIGHTING BILLS 


LED LIGHT BULBS CAN SAVE YOU UP TO 90% ON YOUR LIGHTING BILLS 


In store, our knowledgable staff will be able to help you choose the right lamps for your home 
and answer any questions you may have. With our 30 day no quibble money back guarantee 
we can ensure that you choose the right lamp, and if LEDs are not for you, than simply return 
them for a full refund. 


HUGE SAVINGS 

B on your lighting bills 


& 


MUCH LONGER 

Bulb life 


, ECO-FRIENDLY 

' light bulbs 


LOW TEMPERATURE i, ENERGY EFFICIENT 

4 operation lighting 


INCREASED 

DURABILITY 


CALL 01 962877600 


www.ledhutco.uk 

Unit 4 Wykeham Trade Park, Moorside Road, Winchester ,S023 7RX 




5 Bournemouth Road, Chandlers Ford, Eastleigh 

fine indian dining 02380 262299 

lA new Indian dining ekpe/tiewce in CktmdUm cfoiid 

OPEN NOW 

A La Carte Menu - including traditional curries and chef's special dishes 

Contemporary interior offering a relaxed atmosphere • Lots of fish and vegetarian options 

Christmas booking now being taken • Parking behind the restaurant • Take away available 

Open for Lunch and Evening Dinner 
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Romsey Hockey Club annual tournament 



ROMSEY v SOUTHAMPTON 


Pic order no 17670889 


ROMSEY UNDER-1 Os 


Pic order no 17670885 


TROJANS v 
SOUTHAMPTON 

Pic order no 17670919 


ROMSEY UNDER-8S 


Pic order no 17670910 


SOUTHAMPTON 

CELEBATIONS 

Pic order no 17670895 


TROJANS 


Pic order no: 17670919 


Pictures by Paul Collins 
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Romsey Hockey Club annual tournament ... 
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NEW NISSAN 

MICRA 

FROM ONLY 

£94.99 



Nissan Micra 1.2 Visia 


37 monthly payments of 

£94.99 

Customer deposit 

£2,519.64 

Cash price 

£8,730.31 

Amount of credit 

£6,210.67 

Optional final payment 

£3,832.92 

Total amount payable 

£9,772.20 

Representative APR 

6.9% 


3 YEARS PAN-EUROPEAN 

NISSAN ROADSIDE ASSITANCE 


PER MONTH 


Rate of interest 


3 YEARS LOW COST 
SERVICING AT £199 


Book a test drive today 

Sparshatts Nissan, 

Broad Oak, Botley, 
Southampton S030 2EU 

Tel: 01489 785111 

www.sparshattsgroup.co.uk 


Fuel economy figures for the New Micra 1.2 Acenta 5 DOOR mpg (L/100km). Urban - 46.3 (6.1), Extra Urban - 65.7 (4.3), Combined - 56.5 (5.0), C0 2 emissions 115 g/km. 

Offers valid until 5th January 2014. Finance Is available subject to status on eligible new vehicles In the UK. Further charges may be made subject to mileage and condition If you elect to return the vehicle at the end of the agreement. Figures based on annual mileage of 8,000 miles. Excess Mileage charged at 8p per mile. Finance provided by RCI Financial Services Limited, PO Box 149, Watford WD171FJ. You must be at least 18 and 
a UK resident (excluding Isle of Man and Channel Islands) to apply. Offers not available In conjunction with any schemes or other offers, please visit Sparshatts Nissan for information. 



mmmtmmmnmMM B5BBH 


sra 


Victorian 

Conservatory 

10ft x 10ft, Free 
self cleaning, solar 
control, glass roof 

£7,995 

Inc Building Work 
Free Fitting. Incl VAT 


5 A Rated double glazed 
windows £1995 
5 A rated triple glazed 
windows £2295 
7 A Rated double glazed 
windows £2795 
7 A rated triple glazed 
windows £3195 





Manufacturers and 
Installers of High 
Quality Aluminium 
Windows, Doors & 
Bi-Folding Doors. 


lEREEfclMilNGi 



- WITH ANY 
WINDOW 

ncccD 


Quality Products at Trade Prices 

GS WINDOWS LTD 

Unit 3, Quay Lane Industrial Estate, 

Gosport P012 4LJ 

www.gswindows.co.uk 

08006524576 • 07838361455 

Mobile evening and weekends 

SOL Cheefcatrade.com 

Where reputation matters 



• USED EQUIPMENT 
BOUGHT AND SOLD 

• HIRE FACILITIES 

• FULL MAINTENANCE 

• BATH LIFTS 


EXTENSIVE RANGE OF 
WHEELCHAIRS AND 3 & 4 WHEELED WALKERS 


Call NOW 

Southampton 023 8055 7777 

www.disabledaids.org.uk 

Independence Building, Belgrave Road, Southampton SO 17 3ES 
tel: 023 8055 7777 

or Unit 4, The Industrial Business Centre, Grange Road, Christchurch 
tel: 01425 270666 

Finance arranged subject to status 



bournemouth 

symphony orchestra 


BSolive.com 

New Year WITH THE BSO 



Kirill Karabits Principal Conductor 

SOUTHAMPTON 0 2 GUILDHALL 


Johann Strauss Gala 


The BSO is delighted to return to Southampton 
once again for another celebration of the king of 
waltz - with the power of a full symphony orchestra, 
this is Strauss as it should be heard! 

Experience the elegance and grandeur of Vienna 
and escape to a world of glittering dance-halls in 
a concert filled with memorable Strauss melodies 
including 

Waldmeister Overture 

Tik-Tak and At the Hunt polkas 

Emperor and Treasure waltzes 

plus, of course, the Blue Danube to finish! 

BOX OFFICE 023 8063 2601 


Gunther Bauer-Schenk 

CONDUCTOR 

Fiona Murphy 


SOPRANO 


SATURDAY 

11 

JANUARY 
7.3O PM 



BUSIES! lit} 




5 BOUGHT AND 'SCLD 


Telephone: 02380 772 681 

www.ronlines.com | r.lines@hotmail.co.uk 
332 Shirely Road, Southampton, SOI5 3HJ 


selection of pre-omrfed model 
railways on the south coast 

We stock new PECO, Hornby, Bachman, 

Javis, Expo, Woodland scenic’s, Metcalfe Graham Fraish, 
TCS decoders Kadee Couplers and more! 

On our website^A/e have a selection of our pre-owned 
locomotives with much more on display in the shop! 


EPSfflSK 

by BACHMANN 
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STEPHAN SHOES 

Sandpiper fitting centre > 

* 184 Portswood RD, Southampton S017 2NJ > 
x (100 yards from Sainsbury’s superstore, bottom of Highfield lane) ^ 

< Tel: 02380 554437 

\Ai£5offlM 

iVp I All boots & shoes ™ duntil h i S 

4 L I 28th December ■ — V 

^PriCBd Over £40 yyith this voucher j 


THE DAILY ECHO 


FIREWORKS 

Are you having a 

^ \ V- V‘ J i j(t 

% V \V 

NEW YEAR 



rci 



v . \ 

Prices, to suit every pod 

\> v . ■ / . J. 


naker SUAVe Van Dal 
YYYYYYYYYYYYYYJ 


y V V y // ' V 

>THE LARGEST SHOWROOM 
v IN THE UK 1| 

ALLINGTON NURSERY, ALLINGTON LANE, 
FAIR OAK, EASTLEIGH SO50 7DD 

02380 600182 

Nol on Google for fireworks in Hampshire 
www.allingtonnursery.com 


Sienna6 13aby 13outiyue 



NOW ON! 

COLLECTION NOW IN STOCK! 
Stocking Hampshire’s biggest 
range of exquisite baby and 
childrenswear 

Baby Graziella, Monnalisa, Sarah 
Louise, Pretty Originals, Andanines, 
Coccobirillo, Condor, Fofito 
and many, many more. 

Tel: 01329 835480 

Web: www.siennasbabyboutique.com 
Email: siennasbabyboutique@hotmail.co.uk 

Follow us on facebook 

www.facebook.com/siennasbabyboutique 
Warwick Lane, The Square, Wickham P017 5JN 



TVi: 

itanm 


Windows 

' DOORS & conservatories ; 

@®gz/ ®@®$' 


doors 

fitted FROM 

-f £599 


5 DEC 2013 - 12 JAN 2014 

C A, ^anttCy pCay 'Wttfl tttUJtc 

* NOW ON SALE AT 

* nuffieldtheatre.co.uk ^ 
* . Box Office: 023 8067 1771 


• GASFIRES • WOODBURNERS • ELECTRIC FIRES 

Servicing • Accessories • Fitting Services 

HEDGE END FIREPLACES 

Tel: 01489 782 369 • www.allfireplaces.co.uk 

93, Lower Northam Road, Hedge End, Southampton, Hampshire, S030 4FS 


We’ve been keeping you WARM 
for over 25 years 



CASH PRIZE 
EVERY WEEK 

Runner-up will win at least £1,000 

Daily Echo 
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Barclays Premier League 


SkyBet League One 


Crystal P.. 


HT 0-2 

Fulham. 

Richardson 50 
Kompany 69 og 

HT 0-2 

Liverpool... 

Suarez 25,45 
Sterling 42 
HT 3-0 

Man Utd. 

Wei beck 26 
Januzaj 36 
Young 72 

Stoke. 

Adam 51 
Crouch 70 
HT 0-0 

Sunderlnd... 

HT 0-0 

W.B.A. 

Vydra 86 
HT 0-1 


0 Newcastle.3 

Cabaye 25 
Gabbidon 39 og 
Ben Arfa 86 pen 

2 Man City.4 

Toure 23 
Kompany 43 
Jesus Navas 78 
Milner 83 

3 Cardiff.1 

Mutch 58 
Att 44,621 

3 West Ham.1 

C Cole 81 

HT 2-0 

2 A. Villa.1 

Kozak 66 
Att 26,003 

0 Norwich.0 

Att 37,778 

1 Hull .1 

Livermore 28 
Att 24,753 


HOME 


AWAY 



P 

W 

D 

L F 

A W 

D 

L 

F A 

Pt 

Liverpool 

17 

8 

0 

1 25 

6 

3 

3 

2 

17 13 

36 

Man City 

17 

8 

0 

0 35 

5 

3 

2 

4 

16 15 

35 

Arsenal 

16 

6 

1 

1 16 

6 

5 

1 

2 

17 11 

35 

Chelsea 

16 

7 

1 

0 19 

7 

3 

2 

3 

13 11 

33 

Everton 

16 

5 

3 

0 17 

7 

3 

4 

1 

10 8 

31 

Newcastle 

17 

4 

3 

1 12 

8 

5 

0 

4 

12 14 

30 

Man Utd 

17 

4 

2 

3 11 

8 

4 

2 

2 

17 12 

28 

Spurs 

16 

3 

2 

3 7 

12 

5 

1 

2 

8 9 

27 

SAINTS 

16 

4 

3 

1 14 

6 

2 

3 

3 

6 9 

24 

Stoke 

17 

4 

4 

1 10 

6 

1 

2 

5 

7 15 

21 

Swansea 

16 

2 

4 

2 15 

12 

3 

1 

4 

7 9 

20 

Hull 

17 

4 

3 

1 7 

3 

1 

2 

6 

7 17 

20 

A. Villa 

17 

2 

1 

5 6 

12 

3 

3 

3 

11 11 

19 

Norwich 

17 

3 

3 

2 9 

8 

2 

1 

6 

6 21 

19 

Cardiff 

17 

3 

2 

3 8 

10 

1 

3 

5 

5 15 

17 

W.B.A. 

17 

2 

3 

4 11 

12 

1 

4 

3 

7 11 

16 

West Ham 

17 

2 

2 

4 8 

10 

1 

3 

5 

6 12 

14 

Crystal P 

17 

3 

1 

5 7 

13 

1 

0 

7 

4 14 

13 

Fulham 

17 

2 

1 

6 11 

17 

2 

0 

6 

6 17 

13 

Sunderlnd 

17 

2 

1 

6 10 

16 

0 

3 

5 

2 14 

10 


SkyBet Championship 


Birminghm.0 

HT 0-0 

Bolton.1 

McNaughton 45 
HT 1-1 

Brighton.0 

HT 0-0 

Burnley.2 

Ings 7 
Arfield 47 

Derby Cty.3 

Ward 13 
Dawkins 50 
Bryson 78 
HT 1-0 

Ipswich.1 

McGoldrick 73 pen 
HT 0-0 

Leeds Utd.0 

HT 0-0 

Millwall.L 

HTL-L 

Q.P.R.0 

HT 0-1 

Reading.1 

Pogrebnyak 68 
HT 0-2 

Sheff Wed.1 

Maghoma 82 
HT 0-2 

Yeovil.0 


Crewe.1 

Hitchcock 21 
HT 1-0 

Leyton O.2 

Odubajo 14 
Bartley 86 
HT 1-2 

M K Dons.3 

Gleeson 4, Reeves 13 
Bamford 32 

Notts Cnty.L 

Sheehan 89 pen 
HT 0-1 

Oldham.0 

HT 0-2 

Peterboro.2 

Ntlhe 18, Assombalonga 
HT 2-0 

Preston.0 

HT 0-2 Att 10,332 

Rotherham.3 

Dicko 11,54 
Agard 37 
HT 2-1 

Stevenage.0 

HT 0-0 

Swindon.2 

Kasim 77, Storey 86 
HT 0-0 

Walsall.2 

Sawyers 15, Lalkovic 66 
HT 1-0 


Shrewsbry.1 

Taylor 56 
Att 4,801 

Crawley.3 

Alexander 36 
Drury 45, Adams 76 
Att 4,855 

Port Vale.0 

HT 3-0 Att 7,882 

Bristol C.L 

Baldock 41 pen 
Att 6,523 

Colchester.2 

Plummer 8 og, Ibehre 32 
Att 4,036 

Bradford.1 

24 Gray 76 

Att 6,597 

Brentford.3 

Forshaw 23 pen, Trotta 26 
Saunders 73 

Wolves.3 

Batth 10, Sako 59 pen 
Henry 64 
Att 11,092 

Sheff Utd.0 

Att 3,003 

Coventry.1 

L Clarke 51 
Att 9,291 

Carlisle.0 

Att 4,062 


Nottm For.0 

Att 23,497 

Charlton.1 

Kermorgant 11 
Att 14,923 

Huddersfld.0 

Att 27,155 

Blackpool.1 

Cathcart 24 
HT 1-1 

Doncaster.1 

Buxton 64 og 


Att 26,314 

Watford.1 

Deeney 81 
Att 16,385 

Barnsley.0 

Att 31,031 

Middlesbro.L 

Leicester.1 

Vardy 41 
Att 17,713 

Wigan.2 

McCann 10 
Powell 12 
Att 18,336 

CHERRIES.2 

Ritchie 10 
Grabban 27 
Att 21,057 

Blackburn.1 

Rhodes 59 
Att 7,179 



P W 

D 

L F A W 

D 

L F 

A 

Pt 

Leyton O 

21 

6 

2 

2 20 10 

7 

3 

1 25 

11 

44 

Wolves 

21 

7 

2 

2 18 7 

6 

3 

1 17 

9 

44 

Brentford 

21 

7 

1 

2 17 7 

6 

3 

2 16 

12 

43 

Peterboro 

21 

7 

1 

3 12 9 

5 

2 

3 20 

12 

39 

Preston 

21 

4 

5 

2 14 13 

6 

3 

1 16 

9 

38 

Rotherham 

21 

3 

6 

2 18 17 

6 

2 

2 18 

10 

35 

Swindon 

21 

8 

1 

2 26 14 

2 

2 

6 11 

13 

33 

Walsall 

21 

4 

2 

4 11 12 

5 

4 

2 12 

6 

33 

Bradford 

21 

4 

4 

2 20 11 

3 

5 

3 14 

13 

30 

Port Vale 

21 

4 

3 

3 15 15 

5 

0 

6 15 

18 

30 

M K Dons 

20 

6 

2 

3 21 14 

2 

2 

5 12 

15 

28 

Crawley 

21 

4 

4 

3 12 13 

2 

4 

4 12 

15 

26 

Coventry 

21 

6 

2 

3 25 24 

4 

3 

3 19 

14 

25 

Gillingham 

22 

4 

3 

4 14 14 

3 

1 

7 15 

24 

25 

Colchester 

21 

3 

3 

4 10 15 

2 

6 

3 13 

15 

24 

Carlisle 

21 

4 

2 

4 15 20 

2 

4 

5 8 

15 

24 

Shrewsbry 

21 

4 

4 

3 12 8 

1 

4 

5 10 

16 

23 

Oldham 

20 

3 

3 

3 9 9 

3 

1 

7 14 

19 

22 

Sheff Utd 

21 

4 

3 

3 12 10 

1 

3 

7 6 

17 

21 

Tranmere 

21 

2 

3 

5 13 23 

3 

2 

6 12 

17 

20 

Stevenage 

21 

2 

2 

6 10 17 

3 

2 

6 11 

17 

19 

Crewe 

21 

3 

4 

4 11 18 

1 

2 

7 7 

25 

18 

Notts Cnty 

21 

4 

0 

6 14 12 

1 

2 

8 11 

22 

17 

Bristol C 

20 

1 

5 

5 12 17 

1 

4 

4 15 

17 

15 


SkyBet League Two 


Bristol R.2 POMPEY.0 

Clarke 40, Clarkson 77 

HT 1-0 Att 7,537 

Dagenham.0 Torquay.1 

HT 0-0 Att 1,675 Downes 50 

Fleetwood Tn.... 0 Cheltnham.2 

T Brown 1, McGlashan 90 
HT 0-1 Att 2,300 

Hartlepool.1 Burton Albion.1 

Walker 69 _ . . . - 

HT 0-1 

Mansfield.2 

McCombe 23,68 
HT 1-0 


Edwards 18 
Att 3,595 

Acc Stanley.3 

Naismith 48,90, Gray 90 
Att 2,549 

Newport Co.P AFC Wimbledon.P 

Postponed - due to waterlogged pitch. 

Northmptn.1 Wycombe.4 

McLeod 51 Kuffour 1, Hause 14 

HT 0-2 Att 4,353 Lewis 80, Morgan 85 

Plymouth.2 Bury.1 

Lavery 11, Reid 78 Sedgwick 49 

HT 1-0 Att 6,206 

Scunthorpe.2 Morecambe.0 


Burton 17,33 

York.. 


HT 2-0 Att 3,510 

Oxford Utd.0 


Burnley 

P 

21 

W 

7 

HOME 

D L F 
4 0 18 

A W 

5 5 

AWAY 

D L F A 
3 2 15 10 

Pt 

43 

HT 0-0 

Chesterfld 

P 

21 

W 

6 

HOME 

D L F 
3 2 14 

A W 

7 5 

Att 3,526 

AWAY 

D L F A Pt 
3 2 17 10 39 

Q.P.R. 

21 

8 

2 

1 14 

3 

4 

4 

2 10 8 

42 

Oxford Utd 

21 

4 

4 

3 12 

9 

6 

4 

0 20 

7 38 

Leicester 

21 

7 

2 

1 17 

9 

6 

1 

4 16 13 

42 

Scunthorpe 

21 

6 

2 

2 13 

9 

4 

5 

2 16 

13 37 

Derby Cty 

21 

5 

3 

3 23 

17 

7 

1 

2 22 10 

40 

Fleetwood T 

21 

5 

2 

4 23 

18 

6 

0 

4 11 

9 35 

Leeds Utd 

21 

6 

3 

2 19 

10 

4 

1 

5 13 13 

34 

Burton Alb 

21 

4 

3 

4 11 

11 

6 

2 

2 14 

11 35 

Reading 

21 

5 

4 

2 17 

11 

4 

3 

3 13 13 

34 

Newport Co 

20 

7 

1 

1 21 

9 

2 

6 

3 8 

12 34 

Nottm For 

21 

4 

4 

2 14 

10 

4 

5 

2 15 12 

33 

Southend 

21 

5 

3 

3 14 

9 

5 

1 

4 12 

10 34 

Brighton 

21 

4 

4 

3 17 

12 

4 

4 

2 8 6 

32 

Rochdale 

21 

7 

1 

3 21 

15 

3 

3 

4 9 

13 34 

Ipswich 

21 

6 

2 

3 19 

11 

2 

5 

3 12 14 

31 

Morecambe 

22 

4 

4 

3 16 

14 

5 

1 

5 11 

16 32 

Blackpool 

21 

5 

3 

2 12 

9 

3 

4 

4 12 16 

31 

Dagenham 

21 

6 

2 

2 16 

7 

2 

4 

5 13 

19 30 

Blackburn 

21 

6 

2 

2 15 

7 

2 

4 

5 11 17 
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Manchester United's Ashley Young (right) celebrates scoring his team’s 
third goal with Javier Hernandez during the Barclays Premier League 
match against West Ham at Old Trafford. 
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Grey panels indicate High-scoring games 
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